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November 13, 1940

B r. W illa rd  M achie,
U n iv e rs ity  o f C in c in n a ti , C o llege o f M edicine, 
C in c in n a ti , Ohio.

Dear doc to r M achie,

P lease  pardon my de lay  in  answ ering your l e t t e r  o f October 25 th , 
however c ircum stances made i t  im possib le  to  w r i te  at  th a t  t im e.

Mr. has owned h is  own gas s ta t io n  fo r  tw elve y ears
and during  t h i s  t im ^ n i^ raR r so ld  on ly  S tandard o f New Je rse y  p roducts which 
inc lude  Rsso and E sso lene g as. When le a d  was p laced in  th e se  g a so l in e s  he 
was one of th e  f i r s t  to  s e l l  i t .  H is only  o th e r co ntac t w ith  le ad  has been 
p a in t in g  on h is  own s ta t io n  which has been very  in sig n i f i c a n t .  During th e  
p ast tw elve y ears  i t  has been common p ra c t ic e  fo r  Mr . ^ | | ^ ^ t o  wash h is  
hands f req u e n tly  in  g aso lin e  taken  d i r e c t ly  from the  pumpy a  procedure which 
roughly averaged two to  f iv e  tim es a  day . A lso i t  has been common p ra c t ic e  
to  tak e  a rag and soak i t  w ith  tan k  gas to  use in  clean ing  about th e  s ta t io n  
and th e  pumps.

M r . ^ H B ^ i s  62 y ears  o ld  has l iv e d  in  t h i s  neighborhood a l l  h is  
l i f e  and was in  tn e h ^ id w a re  b u s in ess befo re  h is  p resen t occupa tion . He has 
never had any se r io u s  i l l n e s s e s  u n t i l  fou r y ears ago. He i s  known to  tak e  
co n sid erab le  o f a lc o h o l ic  beverages even to  th e  p o in t of over-indu lgence but 
seems to  get o verthese  bouts very  w e l l .  I t  has been a  couple y ea rs  s in ce  he 
has been on one of th s e s  escapades. Four yeaxs ago he consu lted  a  D r. Rudolph 
Rabe who has s ince  r e t i r e d  from a c t iv e  p ra c t ic e  and l i v e s  in  Basking R idge, N .J. 
fo r  lo s s  o f sen sa tio n  in  h is  l i t t l e  f in g e r  o f th e  rig h t  hand. (He i s  norm ally 
l e f t  handed} I  do not know what trea tm en t was used but t h i s  lo s s  o f sen sa tio n  
p rogressed  to  a l l t h e  f in g e rs  o f th e  hand and forearm  a s  w e l l .  There has been 
no re tu rn  o f fu n c tio n  nor has th e re  been any ex ten s ion  s ince  th a t  t im e . He com­
p la in s  of lo s s  o f sen sa tio n  and lo s s  o f power in  the  hand and arm but th e re  i s  
no w r is t  d rop . .

My f i r s t  p ro fe ss io n a l con tac t w ith  M r . ^ m ^ w a s  October 7 th  o f 
t h i s  year when he co llap sed  w h ile  g iv in g  g aso lin e  to  a  custom er. He sa id  he had 
a  severe pain in  th e  p i t  o f h is  stomach, ev ery th in g went b lack  and he f e l l  
backward. He was on ly  unconscious about a  m inute was ab le  to  p ick  h im se lf up 
go to  th e  s ta t io n  and ask  h is  p a r tn e r  to  con tinue serv in g  th e  custom er. He had 
had a s im ila r  a t ta c k  th e  day p rev io u s , and a f t e r  being  in  bed th a t  n ifch t, he 
had two more though very  m ild . They a l l  fo llow ed the  same p a t te rn . He g iv es 
no o th e r h is to ry  o f colic^andbow el movements a re  re gu la r  w ithou t c a th a rs is ,  
about once d a i ly  and s o f t  co n s is ten cy . A f te r  th e  a tta c k  mentioned above h is  
pu lse was 80/m in, B .P . 130/80, h e a r t sounds o f good q u a l i ty  and no g ross 
n eu ro lo g ic a l changes except h is  r ig h t  arm. H is te e th  a re  yery  bad and d i r t y  
and f in d in g  a  lead  l in e  would be d i f f i c u l t .  A blood smear tak en  th a t  n ig h t

0004610
N 7112



TELEPH O N E CHESTER 3 3

I
£•

ALBERT W. VAN SI CKLE, M. D.
C H E S T E R ,  N EW  JE R S E Y

D r. D i l la rd  Machle -  2 '

and examined a t  M orristown (N .J .)  Memorial H o sp ita l showed no s t ip p e l in g  
w hatever, f u r th e r  blood work was no t done. R outine u r in a ly s is  was norm al.

W hile M r . ^ J j ^  i s  in te r re s te d . about th e  whole th in g, as  long 
as he f e e ls  w e ll a t  th e  moment he i s  very re lu c ta n t  to  do any more about 
i t .  I  know he would no t spend any more fo r  t e s t s  o r lab o ra to ry  work. Any 
fu r th e r  in fo rm ation  th a t  e i th e r  o f us can g iv e , we w i l l  be g lad  to ,  a lso  
i f  you w ish to  con tac t D r. Rabe, I  know he w i l l  be g lad  to  co o p era te .

T ru s tin g  t h i s  answers your in q u iry , I  am

Yours very ,tru ly .»  „ __

A lb e rt T . V anS ick le, M.R.
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