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, On or about Lecesher 12, 1934 the Mellon Institute
of Industrial Research eddressed letters o sane 85 industries
havirz indmtrial disesse problems inviting then to attend a
zeeting to be held under the anspices of the Institnis on the
15th day of Jamnary. Ope of these invitations was received by
the Asbestos Institnte and, although the Asbestos Institute did
not accepl end was not officially represented, Jobns-llanville
Corporation requested and obteined permission to send a repre-
gentetive, <The Ainvitations expressly ststed timt Tatitendance
at this meefing need entail no obligation®, )

Jobrs-¥enville was represented gt the meotirg by
the sriter of this meaorandum. Approximately 250 people were
pregent yrepesentivs over 50 indoystries which had sccepted the
invitation of the Kellan Institute. She Nellon Imstitute was
Sreatly surprised at the remarkable respounse and it is ky
opinfon that ore carmmot find 4 better lotication of the seriocus
gzture of the prolblems it was the purpose of the meeting t0

sCusL,

I was able to sscertain that the Kellon Institate
bad been prompted to call the meetins by representatives of
the sand and glass and the refractories industries. Hepresen-.
tatives of these Industries conferred with Ur, E. R. Weldlein,
Director of the Ingtitute, and afler advising hizm of the pature
of their problem, of its wide-spread character and mmerous
manacing aspects, suggested the need of scme form of concerted
action on the pert of those industries presently or potenmtially
involved. T understand that ir., P, Y. Sherwood, Vice-President
of Owens-I1linois Glaas Company arnd Mr. Rozer Eitchins, Presi-
dent of the American Refractories Institute, were-the persons
vho presexted the situstion to the ¥Meldon Institute. Lr.
¥oldlein, on behalf of the Instituts, agreed to cooperate io
the extent of calling the mesting and having the representatives
spend a day in Pittsburgh as the guests of the Institute. There
was some preliminary discussion as to the possidility of using
the Hellon Insti{tute ss & clearing house for informetion and
Tesearch upon aspects of the prodleam comnom <o gll tndustries
but definite commitments were postponed uxtil after the holding
of the meeting, )

An iporessive list of experts specializing upon
various aspects of the dust problem attanded the meeting snd
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delivered addresses, Aaong these were ¥r. 4, C. Hirth, a
lawyer asxciated with Willlams, Eversman and Rorgan, Toledo,
Ohio, attorneys for Owmns-Tllincis Glass Company; Dr. Eugene P,
Pendergrass of the X-ray Laboratory, University Hospital, Phila-
delphia; Dr, 4. Jo Lanza, Assistant Kedical Director of the
Metropolitan Life Insurance Company; Dr. R. R, Sayers, Medfcal
0fficer in Charge of U, S, Public Health Service; Professor
Philip A. Drinker of the Scheol of Public Health, Earvard Uni-~
versity; iMr. ¥. Robertsan Jones, General ¥ansger, Lssociation
of Casualty and Surety Executives; and Kr. Donald E, Cummings,:
Assistant Director, Saransc Laboratory for Study of Tuberculosis.

The addresses delivered by these specislists, together
with the open discussion that followed thes, revealed, emorg other

things, the very menacinz character of the problem, its complex -
nature, the uncertainties attanding most of 1ts s3pects and the
ascessity of some form of upited action dy the afflicted industric:

It was racognized that some aspects of the problem
were peculiar to special industries but it was equally evident
that other-aspects wers comaon to ail. Tor example, only two
forur of dust, namely, free silica and asbestos, are defixitaly
Imown $o produce disabling fibrosls of the lucg. ZBven in the
case of these dusts the problems resulting therefrom are quite
diflereat since the fibrosis resuliting frow allica 1s of a such
more seriocus character thin that resulting fron asbestos 4n tkat
the former predisposes to tuberculosis and Ls snch more likely to
have a fatal termipation. On the other hand {and this f1ilustrates
one of the wost serious aspects of the problem that s cocamon to
211 dust producing indnstries) the fact thet no other dust i3
known to produce disabllity has not prevented entirely groundlecss
clains aggregating miilions and even hundreds of uillions of
dollars being brought aguinst industries waich have no silica or
asbestos dust hazard. For exaxple, Dr. Lanza pointed out that
no ous had ever amaintained that gypsum dust was harmful and yet,
nevertheless, the gypsum incdustry hed saits pending =gainst it
covering claias in excess of four million dollars. :

It appeared that among the problems comon to 811
industries were the following:

(1) The menace of ambulance chasing lawyers in
. coubinaticn with unserupulous doctorse - The
uncertainties surrounding diagnoxis of any
of the varicus forms of paeumonoconiosis are
30 azuy that a question of fact. iz presented
in every case., Expert testimony can be pro=-
dneed by both plaintiff and defendant and it
{s for the jury to decide vhose experts are
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correct in their interpretations. In makirg
thls decisian, the jury is not likely to favor
the opinion of the experis produced by the
anployera

(2) The desirability of making wvarious dust
discases compensable under properly drawn
workmen®s  compensation lxws, One of the
speakers stated that "the strongest bulwark
against future disaster for industry i3 the
enactment of properly drawm occapational
disease legislation®. Such legislation would
{a) eliminate thé Jury and empower a Medical
Board to pass npon the existence of the
disease and the extent of the disability;

(b) elixinate the dvster lavyer snd the

quack doctor since fees would be strictly
linited by the ilsws tnd (c) permit the cwrrect-
4ng of inttial mistakes in the meking of
awavds by providing for hearirgs to reducs

or elixinnte swards 1f procf could be adduced
that the claimant was not disabled or that

the extent of his dinhuityhadbomwer-
es

(3) Problems of ventilation, cust collecting and
elimination, end respiratory devices.

(4) The establishing of standards (2) for dust
counting end particle size determination,
(b) for the taking of X-rays for diagnostic
use,and (c) for the interpretation of the
maricings on the £{Ims so produced,

At the closs of the discussion & ¥r, Xurtz, Vice-
President of imerican Refyactories Corporation, made a motion
that Xr. ¥illlam P. Yant, Chairman of the meatiny appoint a
nominating commitice vho woald nowminate a group of individesls
serve 83 a comnittee for the formiation of ways and means
about effective cooperation of some character between
ious industries for meeting snd combating those phases
dust problem comaon to &ll. This notion was carried
FSooinmting Committes appolnted which retired and upon
turning presented to the meéting the names of seven individnuals
to act as such Comaittee, Ko other neames bhaving been placed -
in noxination, the follgwing were elected to act as the Comxfitiece
and report back to the various industries and grops represented
at the meeting or to vhom the invitation had been origimlly
extended:

dEAREEE
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Vandiver Bro'n represexting Asbestos, Cork and Non-Wetallic

Pre B+ De Bekdatwalla repoesentirg Chemicsl, Abrasives, Alloys
and Nop-Terzous metals

B. 0. Jones representing Foundries

Ao W. Sherwoad representing’ Glass 8and, Cround Sand and Glass
Uamifactore

Ae Jo Gentholts representing Iron, Steel and Orea

&e Jo B. Curtls repregsenting Line, Lizmestone, Cement and
) Oypmm -

Boger A. El{tchins representing Refractaries,Ceramics and Clap

T explzined to the other wembers of the Comgittee
thnt‘.thadboen sent to the meeting solsly as an -cbaserver and
kad uo autheriiy frou Johns-danville Corporation to accept
menbership on the Coum{ttee and ceriainly mone from the Asbestos
Industry 22 a whole. I wasg urged, however, to meet with the
Cosmittee snd sgreed 40 do 80 on the condition that I might
withdwar if approval of my serving in that cepacity szhouild not
be fortheouing. T pointed cut that mesbhers of the ishestos
Induztry di4d not care to be associated in the minds of the pudblic
or of employees witk those {ninstries whose problem was silicosis
s that for this reascn I felt-there might bes sowe opposition to
havingz: a.represantative of the Ashestos Industry wrking with
then, I &1¢.¢ndfleate, however, that I reilived mumerous aspects
of our problex wears the same lnd thet if cooperation could be
workred out without an undue amcunt of pblicity, Jomse.danville
Corporation and parhzps the Lsbestos Industry ks e whole, would

in all likelihood be willing to cooperste. It was the opinion .
of the Comxittee that this condition »ould not present any
insgperable &41ficulty.

Nr. Roger Hitshins, President of American Refresctor-
{es Institute, was made Chalirman of the Cormittee which held a
neeting Tuesday evenirg after the close of the Symposim. IMr,
Eitching was designated to meet with ¥r., Weidlein of the Nellon .
Institaote axd ask him to maks a proposal in defimite and conerete
forn &S to the manner in which the Mellon Institute might be
sble t0 assist the various industries for a fas of £25,000.
When this proposal has heen received and approved by the members
of the Committee, it will de submitted to the various industries
with the recommendation that It be accepted and that the warious
industries or individusl corporations agree to stand good for 2
proportionate smount of the fee not in extess of a definite
specified sun,
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gathered that the proposal shich wonld be made
b,g‘tho R.llon D::titatt wsould Include, anorg others, the follow—

(2) T™hs compiling of a coaprshensive bidlicg=aphy
of all books, treatises and publications deal-
Ing with amy aspect of the dust proble=x; and
the evaluation tharsof,

(b) The cowpiling, digesting and corselating of
data and information from varicus subscridirg
indnstrias relative to their particular experi-
ances. .

(c) ™= draftirzg of approved worisan's compensation
legisiation covering pnetmonoconiosis.

(d) The Qigesting of the laws of the variocus states
whieh aight affsct the operations of {industries
proseniing & dust-hazard. :

{(a) T™he cutltning of prodlems requiring research
oT -the. establisiment of flxed standards and
ths prevention of duplication of effort ard
expenss along these linmses.

The intarest with vnich the dlsczssions weres followed
znd the entlmsiasm which greated the proposal Zor unified effort
lead me to believe that the nescassary support will de found
for soma sort of progr=m along the abova lines..

YANDIVEER BROWN-
Jamnary 18,.1935

005222



