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Do c ombe r 1, 19*+1*

Mi'. J* E. Larrow©^ 
Amino producta Company, 
Boulevard building. 
Woodward Avenue, 
Detroit, dichlgan.

■ Dear Sir:

.Mr, H. A. Eack, of the Ethyl Pasoline Coi*pora|fclion, has given 
us full information on the problem with whlc.lt you are con­
fronted in connection with certain tanksJ!^rci.ii\sed from Wizard 
Oil Company, and projected for use for the atdvh^e of one of 
your products. Samples of cho contents of t he s\’tanks were 
obtained by a ropr©sentat 1 ve of j^je-^Xton d.ivlsi\tn of Ethyl 
Uasol_ne Corporation arxi forwar^H^to Us) together with suita­
ble notations on the tanks. Xb^ analysts have been completed 
and. -o are now in position ta^oko certain .recommendations.

The important fact revealed by r^Whdxmlysoa is that Tanka 1 

and 2 contained re la t iyeiyibar r e 'isudqunts of inorganic lead.
The sludge from Tank /L^6ont^l^ied 0^2^ of inorganic lead; that 
from Tank 2 containsj^J.OO^I o&Ynorg&nic lead. In this connec­
tion, it should be &eme In mink that largo amounts of lead com­
pounds may be foundlin gasolineJ tanks, as che result of the 
deposition of suspomiW lean cf^mpouncia carried over from the 

sweetening ppoee«^, caustic soda treatment). It
matters llt^idT therefebe-j—in tnis instance, whether or not 

leaded gasoline had been stored In the tanks. Indeed, gasoline 
storage tknka in gerieral are so likely to contain large quan­
tities ofi lead compounds, quite apart from their use for the 
storage o^Xleaded gasoline, that they should, not be used for 
storing fohusjRats or drinking water without thorough in­
vestigation ©rial from Tank 1 contained a very small
quantity of organic lead. That from Tank 2 showed only traces 
of organic lead. The findings would seem to indicate that both 
of those tanks had had leaded gasoline In them at some time, 
but considering the smallness of the quantities of organic lead, 
this is not entirely certain.

When one considers the long period of storage of liquid material 
in these tanks, it is quite apparent that dangerous concentra­
tions of lead could occur in the finished product. 'Therefore,we 
strongly recommend that these tanks should not be used for the 
purpose contemplated, until every effort has been made to re­
move all of the load-bearing materials from the inside of the 
tank.
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Mr. J. ■ £*. b&rrowe - ikj - Jacamber 1, lj>lpL,

,e believe that the only way to achieve this result would be 
to sandblast the tank tnoroughly. Shile this would not re- 
no vs all or tho lead-bearing sludge and scale froia the crevices 
and about rivets. It world reduce the total amount of contamina­
ted material inside the tank very considerably, so that when 
the amounts that :,o Into solution are diluted into t he total 
volume of the contones oi tno tank, harmful concentrations nay 
be avoided. A

It is barely possible h the processing of 1 the materials 
stored in tus tanks woul-u tone to remove uidsolved lead. It 
.is more likely that . he procedures truuL-u'edilcje the volume of 

the finished product, us compared wittl tho-orSginal material, 
will tend to concentrate ike lead in the taatch^l. Accor­

dingly, regardless of tho nethochr^snSn-rleaiiing tanks, we 
should advise careful cneekin^^f^SIS^\lead content of the ma­
terials Introduced into tho so'punks ^f)tor some weeks or months 
of contact with tho contah^r^ and ^/Corresponding check on the 
finished product bafoi»e it ie\r.arttgt>d'd. We shall be glad to

Dayton, Ohio.

Mr. Carl Crane,
Anlrno Products Company, 
Rossford, Ohio.

Dr. Willard Machle
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