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Our Ref: RN/Bi, 215t “ay, 1948. 5

LeG, Lavws, E8{e,
North Uritish Plesties Ltd,,
Blaydon-on-Tyne.

Dear Sir,
Asbeostosis

Your letter dated the l4th lMay aldressed to YUr. Skegrs
hus been passed t0 the writer for attention,. .

In the first place, we would point out thkat the Ashestosis
Hogulatioas of 19C.1 apply (emong other ocoupations) to all vorkers
in "sawing, grinding aad turaing in the 4dry state of articles
coaposed wholly or partly of asbestos in the manufacture of such
artiocles.” This certainly iniicates that the processgses reforred !
to in tho second paragraph of your letter would coae within tho >
scope of the ..gsbestosis Regulations, if they ere carried out in a .
Iry state; there is, 0f eourse, this qualirication, i.e. that if
such eaployment 18 ocoasional only and not for aore than 8 hours :
in any week then the Aot does not applye. >

It aisht be worthwhile xmeationing at this point that as )
recards asbestos Fixers tbere is no danger arising from the dust ;
in the outting of the material in the open; if, however, the .
sheets are not out in the opon thers is some slisht risk from 3
asbestos Just and, for this reason, our standard instructions to
all our Fixers state that if asbestos sheets are cut in an

enolcsod gpace they aust firast be Jamped. e b

+

Turning now to the question raised by your Insurance "
Conpany ~ as referred t0 in the penultizate paragraph of your letter . »,
we should make 1t olesr that where the Regulations refer to woven -
products they are not referriag to asbestoseceacnt produots; .-
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furthernore, our understanding of the position is that it 1is
only articles which are impregnated with bituaen which are outsiie
the scope of the Regulations.

On the juestion of Insurance, we have of course had
consijerable experience in this direction, but wherea: odur
ordinary workmen's Coapensation risk is ocovered by an outside
Insurance Coapany, our asbestosis risk has always been cerriod
by our Purent Coapany, Turner & lewall Ltd, It ai,-ht be of
assiutaonce to mention that we recently Lad occasion to get in
touch with one or two Iasurance Coaarany on this subject for the
purpose of assisting another custoaer, and one of these Insurance
Coapunies advised ugs that they had recently quoted £7.10.01. por
cent for this risk, The other Companies sajid thoy oould nnt
give a quotation without first inspeoting tke proaises, as sc much
depends upon the type of work being carried out and the facilities
provided for dust extraction, ete. Thoy did, hovever, advise us
thot they had recently quoted £7.,10,04d. per ceat for Zilicosis.,

Vie ¢sive you the foregoing information es in the event of
your deoiding that you should Insure against Asbestosis thea you
will have some idea as to the promiuzm whioch will be payable. The

custoners we-referred to above had been quoted & figure of £6.0.Cd.
per ceant which, in the light of the enquiries made froa our Insurance

Coapanies did not seem excessive, although we appreciate that it
is probadly amsny times hicher than the rate wkioh you are paying

for orilinary compensation cover. Ko doubt 1t would be adivantageous

s0 far as you are concerned to let the saze Company cover the
asbestosis risk, as well as the ordinary Workmen's Coaponsation,

We gather from your letter that you have taken all
possible precautions to reduce to a ainimua the risk to the
employees goncerned and these precautions were apparoatly quite

satisfactory to H.d. Inspector of Factories. No doudt the Insurance

Coapany is aware of this, and we presumne that they themselves have

surveyed the preaises. If these two assumptions are correct ani you
do deociie that you should cover against this risk, then tho question
of the rate will be ons for negotiation, and you will have to review

iv from year to year in an endeavour to get it as low us possible

in the light of your oleins experience,

%o hops the foregoing will enable you to settle this
question, but if there is anythin, whioh is not olear or if there
is any'othor aspect -on which you feel we might bs able to assist,
please dv not hesitate to advise us,.

Yours faithfully,

for Turnews Asb%mont Co. Ltd.

Marnagen - Recorna OFrcr
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