JOHMN U. BUCHANAN,M.D.
NORTH PHELPS STREET
YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO

May 16, 1929.

Dr. Robert L. Xehoe
Kettering bLaborsatory,
University of Cincinnati,
Cincinnati, Ohio.

2

Dezr Dr. Kehoe:-

I an returaing the cooy of your dJournsl of In-
dustrial aygiene Vol. XV, wo. which you so kindly let
me have.,

~ We have not had a meeting yet to determine
whrt we zre going to have done about the lezd problem.
It may be , that after the officlsls have read the article,
winich 1is well written, by Fdwin Dudley Martin, Assistant
Chief wetallurgist of the Inland Steel Co., which appeared
in part in the Met=l Progress for ilay 1939, they will not
feel so scared. A pnaragrepvh is as follows:

"Tne thresnold value of, say 3.0 mg. in 10 cu.
m. of air means thet 2 wman msy be considered to be in
surroundings not hazzrdous to nis heslth if he is exposed
during 8 hours out of every 24 to atmosphere containing
lesd in the averasge concentration of 3.0 mg. in 10 cu. u.
During the 8 hours he msy be exposed for & short time to
& nigner concentration, but this wmust be bslznced by a
sufficient period of exposure to lower concentration.
«e....bssociated with lecd there is likely to be a health
haaard, but in the manufacture of lead-bearing steels there
is a much lower exposure, and therefore less a hezlth
hazard than that which exists in many other industries.".....

_ If you ere interested in reading this, and you
cannot obtain a copy L will be glad to send you one.

Very truly yours,

Dr. OI'L« UM—M
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Mey 19, 1939

Ir. John U, Buchanan

[ Kopth Phelps Strest
- Youngstown, Ohio

Rear Doctor Buchanan:

- Thanka for returning the
series of artioles which I loaned you,

1 hed already secen the

article by Kartin which gppeared in Metal Progress,
The article was well prepared and I was alresdy
© famlilisr with its contents, However I d¢ not belleve
one can afford $o be too sanguin sbout the information
given in thie article since 4t doses not cover encugh
experience o give the facts as they might develop

1f large quantities of such metel were to be manufrc-
tured and handled. Moreover I am disposed t0 be some-
“what dubious of the thrsshold wvalue of % milligrams
per 10 ocubic meters of air vwhen dealing with metal
fumes, As I have indicated to the Inland Bteel people
I ghould not want to see values in excess of ll1/2 mgs,
per 10 cubic meters in the alr of these plants as the
result of the volatilization of metalilc lead, One
~might perhaps streteh a point and regard 2 mgs, per

10 oubic metere af reamsonedbly safe, Even here, hosver,
it would be mdvisable to he somevhat skeptical if the
concentrations were mudh in excese of this figure .
geriodically. and for shorter periods of time, Frankly
do not belleve anything 18 to be galned by eultivating

the point of view that ?hlis esitustion is less dangerous
than 1t might at first appear to be., Although 1t 18
likely that this 1s the ocase, it is & matter of such doudt
ad to be the wrong point of view from which to start in
the conslderation of this type of hagard, I am not an
alarmist, as you probably have observed, but in matters
-of this sart, it is necessary to go quite slowly unsil

one has a considerable background of practical experienae
behinﬁ hinm, _

Very truly yours, RS

© ' Raxste o Robert A, Kehoe, H.D, .

KE 365235 a N 7446.01



