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Dr. Gardner pnid an unexpectad oall on me this sfternoon and we disoussed
several mattera on which I made a few notes, as followas

1.

(. 2

4 u 3.7 -

A room has not baen availadble up to the present time for
conducting the dust-settling exporiments with the ealeinod
ant~rial. However, the exporimeonts will commence next Monday
and will require several waets, since Dr. Gardner dezires

to hava tham conducted on a sories of days of high and low
atmospheric humidity, '

If th~ cslcined dust behavaes in thne same mannar as the
nntural earth, Dr., Gardnsr is inclined to bolieve it will
be unnecessary to oonduct further animal experiments with
the cnleined dust, This 4s baonuse he feals that tho fallure
of the naturnl sarth to produce sny marked results was due
to thn tendency of tha matarial to flocculsate and to be
axcludoed from the lungs becasuse of tho moisture in the
rospiratory traot. However, if this matarial does not de-
have the stma as the naturni enrth during the settling
experimants, 1t will probadly be denirabla to conduct
another series of animal experiments, In this event it
mey bo necessary to supplement cur originel $5,000 oontribu-
tion so as to cover the cost of the additional work,

Asbnstos Experirents -

The samples taken by Mr., Folnael at Manville have been
enalyzed for the purpone of determining (s) the total

numher of particlea of all types; (b) the number of
particles of fivre and ths number of non-fibrous
gnrticlos; and (6) tha gizes of the particles of each
Tpe.

The namplen to be taken hy Mr, Felmel at th: Asbestos
Factory will bo analyzed in a sinilar mannar at Oaranae
end & comparison obtained which Ir. Oardner hopes will
throw gome light on thn relatively small nunber of films
&t Ashbaestos showing marked fibrosis in comparinon with the
films of employees at Nanville,

Inocidentally, Dr, Cardnor indicatoed he thought & very good
Job of Aduat elimination had benn done at Nanviile, since

very few of the dust samples ahowed any very high concontra-
tions,
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I showad Dr. Gardner proposed Order No.4, which would

require thn following label upon any matnrials con-

tnining ns high ns 1% of ashestos or silice whare thoy

:orgutg hn usod under conditions likely to give rise
o 34 ]

"WABRNINGt This Material mny give Rise to -
gglgonous or Injurious Dust, AVOID BREATHING
[ ]

Dre Gardner's initinl resction was, like mine, to say
"gbhsurd", Thene dusts are not like mineral polsons
and can only bo enlled "poisonous™ in a figurative 5\
sense which distorts the mesning of that word in 1ts \\
usually acoaepted sense, Hinaral poisons produce an
immodiate harmful result, wherseas dusts require exposure
to exenadingly high concentrations over long periods of
time., He thinks that the use of any such label ss the
proponed order would frighten a great many people and

@0 abaolutely no good. He atated that he would considor
puch 8 labal not only ussless tut slso mislending

aven if apyltod to a meterinl containing 100% quarte,
which 13 the worst of the non-metallic dusts.

¥hen I sugrested that perhaps in making our odbjectiona

ve sugfost a rensonable compromiss hs stated that he could
860 no reason why any such label or onae approximating

it should be applied to materinls containing these dusts

in any parcentags, to say nothing of 1%.  Wheon I told him
that 1t would probably call for a label on nsbestos-cement
shaeta,which are sometimes sawad with the resultsnt produge
tion of 8 11ttle dust, he stotad thet this example pointed
up the adsurdity of the proposal,

If any such Order should issue, however, silica, slate
tale and ssdentos should cortainly not go Iumped tozotﬁer,
with the other sudbstances mentioned under proposed Order A,
gorts of which are true poisons, He stated that thers wes
no renson for including them along with true poisons such
gn chromic acid, lead and some of the othors roferred to
in Order No.4. He further pointed out that since the
"injury” produced by asbe-tos dust 1s a maohanical
irritation, with no chemical roaction (as occurs in the
cnge of aiiica) it could not possibly be called a poison,
Tale he considera non-injurious under any circumatances
and I belleve he tins conducted experimants ond made surveys
upon which he basos this opinion.

Vandivar Brown,
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