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URGENT

To: FEDERATION AND CONSTITUENT SOCIRTIY KEY PERSONNEL
Frem: FEDERATION PRESIDENT, JEAN P. TEAS
Ra: LEAD CONTERT OF COATINGS

You ail must be familiar by this tims with tha lew which now lizits the
content of residantial coatings to 1.0%, 88 well as with tha Food and Drug
Adninistration propossl to reducs this limitation to 0.5%. You may not, how=
evar, be avars of just how stroag san effort is being made to virtually eliai~-
nate all lead compounds as ingredients in these paints. While these regulaticas
are lagsl requirements only for paiants used vhare Govermment tunding i1s involved,
they will atfect practically all paints of these types dus to che widespresd use
of FHA financing.

The purpose of this special letter is to make sure that you spprecists just
how critical the situation 1s and how important it 48 that ve all taks immediate
acticn to prevent the passage of calamitous regulatioms.

.0 LOVPPT e

atus of efforts to restrict lead ¢ 3 d : sl Thr.y
«= The Senate Labor and Public Welfsre Subcommictes on Healch wiil held 2y =2
public hesrings in Washington, D.C. on March 6 snd 7 on s proposed
law to thas effect.
== The FDA is under increassing pressure to classify residencial coatings
concaining more ctnan this level of lead as Eazardous Substances.
«= The Chicago City Council has passed an erdinance banning the_sale or
use of interior residentisl coatings comtaining more than G+éd lsad
and requiring special precautionary labeling of extericr houss paints
as vsll.
— Councilmen in other nunicipalities sre recegnising ths popuu'r appeal
of ths "lead-i1n-paint” issus and are considering eimilar ordinances.
== The Amarican Academy of Pediastrics is vigerously promoting tha limita~
tion of lead 1= paint to virtual tracs amounts.

Some relevenc faccs
== There 18 no doubt that heavily leaded paincs can be toxic to children
vho repsatedly inges: them an: the Fedecretion supports practical
efforts designed tc ikeep these proauczss out of the teach o: children.
== Thers is no direc: evidence, howevar, that paints cont i“'“ less cthan
1% lead presen: cthis forx of hszard. (The nonndu iead vas
deduced from limited experimsntation i{avolving wster-soluble lead
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compounds. Extrapolation to lead~ine-paint limitations did not suf-
ficiantly taks into account the rate of extraction of lesd from complex
mixtures; e.g. drisd peint bstween tha time of ingestion and elimina-
tion).

Maduction of lsad to even 12 has alrsady ssriocusly limited the uss of
lead-containing pignents in architectural coatiangs.

Further reduction to 0.06X would praccically sliminate the uss of lead
driers from oil base houss paiuts and primers, alkyd wall paints and
enansls. Use of any lead pigments in residencisl coatings would be
eliminated also.

Practical effeccy o
-= Rastrictions to less than 1X lsad would inmcresase the cost of residsntial

coatings by forcing the use of more expensive pigments end/cr driers.
In many cases no adequate creplacemants for lsad compounds ere wur-~
zently on tna narke: so that product quality would sufis:.
Reformulszion and verification of quality of coatings can not be done
overnight, so precipitous enforcemssts of more stringenct regulacions
could slow down or stop productiom limes. The reworking or sdsorptioen
of existing finished goods, vhich comply vith current regulacions,
would also poss s problan unless a reasonsbls lsad time ware provided.

Recommended sction
~= The Nationel Paint & Coatings Associstion is actempring to rspresent

aggressively the paint induetry befors all invoived legislative bodies
and as part of this action 1s urging ics members to supply tsctual sup~-
porting dats. (See NPCA "Immedists Action" lecters dated Fab. 15 &

26, 1972). Ve hops that all Associstion sembers will cooperste fully
ia this effort. Copies of thase action Tscommendations are available
to non-association membacs 1f raquasted from NPCA Hesdquartars,

1500 Rhode Island Avenus, N.¥W., Washington, D.C. 20005.

Ve sll can, and should, prorest vigorously any excessively cestrictcive
or precipicous regulations by contacting immediataly ocur tepresents-~
tives in Washington. calling to tneir attention the “"relsvant iacts" and
“practical sifects of rescrictions” cited above.

1. Rush vour views to the membars of the Ssnats Sub~
committes on Health, which is right now cousiderang
the proposed Bill $S3080. (A list of membars 18 attached
hersco).

2. Write or talsphome your own Senstor vhe may be voting
on the proposal in the near future.

3. Kesp asier: for similer legislative proposals st the
mmnicips. levei and iamedistaly motify Faderation head-
quarcars (Bob Matlack or Frank Borreslls, Tel. 215-545-13506),
if vou learn of any such local activity.

0007~-5WP-036647

0007-SWP-000117964



To Federaticn and Constituent Society Key Perscanel Page three

Pleass give this matter as vide a discridution 1n your locsl arsa as
possible, urging sll Federation Mesbers, the Cemstituent Societies and
€orporations to join io this concerted campaign fer sane and sensible

regulations.
Siscaraly,
J.P. TRAS
President
JrT/ag
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Democrats

SHARRISON A. WILLIAMS, JR.
*Jennings Randolph
SCLAIBORNE PELL

SEDUARD M. KENNEDY
SGAYLORD NELSON

Wialter F. Mondals
*THOMAS F. EAGLETON

®ALAN CRANSTON

SHAROLD E. BUGHES

spdlal . Stevenson IIl

Note:

Senste

N.J.
W. Va.
| 13 9
Mass.
Wisc.
Minn,
Mo.
Calit,
Iova
111.

bo

4744
6472
4642
4543
5323
5641
s721
3583
3744
2054

(] ATe i 44 1]
3spublicens
*JACOB K. JAVITS n.Y.
*hobart T, Statford ve.
PETIR B. DOMINICK Cole.

MRICHARD §$. SCHEIKIR Pa.

308 PACKNOGD Ora.
MOBERT TAFT, JR. Ohio
J. GLEXN BEALL, JR. M.

Mezbers of the Subcommittes on Nsalth are capitaliged.
Committss membars, who have joined in sponsoring 5, 3080, are identified by asterisk.

Additional sponsors of S. 3080 ars listed delow,

Dsnocrate

Birch Bayh

fred R. Harris
Philiz A, Hart
Hubest H. Husphrey
Danisl K. Inouys
Varran G. Magnuson
Gals W. McGes
Geaorgs McGovern
Zdmund $. Muskis
John O, Pastora
Abraham A. Ribicoff

Jobn V. Tunnsy
Frank E. Moss
Note:

sxtension,
Washington, D.C. 20310

Ind.
Okla.
Mich.
Minn.
Rawvaii

Wash,

vye.
S. Dak.

Maine
R.1.
Conn.
Calif,
Utah

5623
4721
4822
3244
93
2621
66al
2321
LR TYY
2921
2823
3841
sasi

Republicens

Bdwerd ¥. Brooks
Cliftord P. Case
Charles R. Percy

Nugh Scoce

Mass.
u.J.
I11.
Ps.

6542
3141
3852
4254
5244
2213
4524

2742
3224
2182
6324

For telephone calls, use aves code (202) emd prefix (225), followed by listad
Latters should be addressad to Senager
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