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.ry problems and 10 percent expenenc
skini dlseases or dlsorders

- ‘ _ e - lncreased awareness and ccncern among lBP
- The nsmg goncerm and growmg danger for the . members, OSH Act guarantees of “safe and heal
modern paint trade worke ecognlzed by lBPAT o ! ;

- : - _.workplaces and Dr. Sel:koffsunvolvement led B
as early ¢ as 1969, but Iaws to support ifprovements in 4 -~ p

: to' declare "The Decade of Job Health and Safety

worker protectlon were lacklng ThatswhyIBPATlob- 1974 ar 23rd G 1C tion. Th
bied for enactment of the Occiipational Safety’ and - SERVg lg(lJDrAT'é MEﬁglrEaHS %E@Egn & puip
Health Act (OSHA) which became lawin 1970. IBPAT -
also established a joint labor management health and e ' : :
safety committee in 1970, to examine health and safe- . , -:1;
ty issues in the paint and allied trades industry. The - Ry g
_Natlonal Joint Safety and Health Committee has met - The begmmng of the Decade of o ealt
yearly eversince. Foremostamong IBPAT's early con- : 'Safety and the results from Dr. Selikoff's sty
tributors was Dr. Irving J. Selikoff of the Mount Sinai IBPAT to ask the Department of Labor(DOL) for fup
School of Medicine. In 1974 Dr. Selikoff conducted "t develop health and safety training program:
the first in- -depth’ study of pamters health smce Dr . rank-and-file workers. This was the beginni
‘Alice Hamllton s reports of 1934.- 7 © s - IBPAT'sinternationally rencwned IBPAT/OSH Pr
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he first IBPAT/OSH award came in 1977. IBPAT
competed with 27 universities and training institutes
unds and became the first union in history to win a
DOL grant to develop training materials for rank-and-
pworkers. - . e
So successful was IBPAT's program that OSHA
tablished a "New Directions Grant” program in the
xt year, offering other institutions the opportunity to,
y for their memberships what IBPAT had done for
purs. IBPAT was one of the first to receive New Direc-
jon Grant funds, too. ‘ o .
- From 1978 to 1984, successive awards followed:
200,000 in 1979; $250,000 in 1980; $275,000 in
981; $250,000 in 1982; $320,000 in 1983: and
$400,000 in 1984. In 1983 IBPAT. became the first
nion to receive a research grant from the prestigious
tional Institute of Cancer—a $I million, three year
ward. S o
ince 1977, 128 apprenticeship committees have
istalled IBPAT/OSH training materials using 48
BPAT/OSH videotape modules and the 272-page

AT/OSH Health and Safety Education training and
lizbook, o oo oA

" Compiiter Assisted Health and Safety Efforts |

- IBPAT/OSH has developed 50 computer programs
to assist members to assess risk or hazard, ‘select
appropriate hazard control measures or storé heaith

- and safety reporte for use at later dates. Mot promin-

- ‘entamong the programs are the HAZARD INDEX and

the RESPIRATORY SELECTION programs.

The HAZARD INDEX allows a worker to enter prod-
uct information into a ‘computer and receive back
work rate, ventilation rate and respiratory protection
combinations that may be used to keep exposures
within allowable limits, The RESPIRATOR SELECTION
program enables. workers to select appropriate re-

“spirators for any jobs involving solvent containing

-coatings. . L

.These two .'corﬁputer programs operate’ with'in-
- teractive video materials and can be used by appren-
ticeship training programs to teach the most criticai
"aspects of health -protection ‘iri -the paint trades—
estimating and controlling the solvent concentrations

in the workplace
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B : number one concern Neurotoxrc effects are the fi rst o

IBPAT develo d glide- -
_ for llcensmg pamt and allied trade applicators
. employed on jobs where exposures are greater than
safe levels. To date three” states have tried to develop :
.- legislation or regulation requiring painter certification”
. and one—Massachusetts-—has succeeded. IBPAT/
- OSH training matenals helped establrsh tralnlng re-
_ qulrements :

c6'good  health and’safi
‘ programs beneflt the entire mdustry, the entlre i

_ pii : try should share the costs = o
o 't‘he Ongomg Problem- Flndings smce sellkOff Th ep ast has, taught s Tl

. va :
Since Dr. Selikoff's fmdlngs in’ 1975 a dlsease safety Consequently, if health” and safety progran
- called “Painter's Syndrome" has been identified. have the proper funiding; i they will return dlwdendsl
 Painter’ s Syndrome is nervous system damageoften  the. union, to our members 1o cantractors and to
found® among painters and suspected of resulting - paint and allied trade lndustry That is the goal '
from overexposure to. solvents. ‘Harvard and Johns -_future—THEN AND NOW. . i
* Hopkins Universities have both worked closely with - b
lBP?t\T to discover the extent to which Painter sy Syn- - Flnally, we are certain tha General Presrdent DA

- will contlnue to vugorously pursue our fight for
drome occurs among 1BPAT members. Preliminary W
data suggest it may be qurte wi d espread _ health and safety for all of our members and the

e - ,famtlles""‘
Results Of IBPAT'S Work ln'the Decade of
' Health and safety

* IBPAT's entry into the health and safety arena was'
j necessary to protect our members And once ln the
fray Jnothing stopped IBPAT- fr ir
'rate pfogram.

14

Forty-elght video tapes a 272-page tramrng book
- and 50’ computer programs have been developed for-’
_ flealth and Safety tralnmg

The matenals are hrghly ac clalmed by labor man-
agement government and 'umversmes '

“No other worker-based rammg“ ogram h"a's
tralned S0many workers in such ashort ttme 190,000 _ : §
hours of training” deliveérad 16 25 ,000° members insix
years and 6,000 hours of, technlcal assrstance pro-
vrded for 350,000 members ‘and others

""Future Programs and

* What the future holds for lBPAT's he lth 'and safety” 2 B
efforts depends on ‘what IBPAT members want and i
. ‘the funds avallable for the programs. However; three SR
pnorlttes are known FA R

fl 9 at our 22nd General Conventlo
- pledg .-_f'deeds not words™. In 1974 at.
¥ 23rd General’ Conventlon‘We declar
.=Decade of Job. Health .and Safety.” In- 18
- we promised “Safe and Seciira To fro

{ . day"andwe established out Health and Sa"__ !
Der on,

1) Neurotoxrc effec among pa' ters are the‘_’
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