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respiratoryproblems and 10 percent
skindiseasesor disorders

The rising concernand growingdanger forthe Increased awareness andconcern among IBPAT
modern painttradeworker recognized byIBPAT â��members OSH Act guaranteesguarantees ofsafe and healthful healthful
as early as 1969 butlaws to supportimprovementsin workplaces and

Dr.

Selikoff’s Selikoff’s involvement Safety
IBPAT

worker protectionwerelacking That’swhyIBPAT
to declare

"
The Decade of Job Health and Safety

bied for enactment of the Occupational Safety and 1974 at our 23rd General Convention Thepurpose
Health ActOSHA which becamelawin 1970. IBPAT

â��

SERVE IBPAT’S MEMBERS BETTERalso established a joint labor management healthand
safety committeein 1970 to examine health andsafe- -

IBPATIBPATHealth and Safety Programs iinthetyissues in thepaint and allied trades industry The a Decade of
of Health andSafety :

National Joint Safetyand Health Committee has met â��
-: The beginning of the Decadeof Healthyearly ever sinceForemost among IBPAT’searly Safety and the results from Dr. Selikoff’s

studytributors was Dr. IrvingJ. Selikoff of the Mount Sinai IBPAT to ask the Department of Labor DOLfor fundsSchool of Medicine In 1974 Dr. Selikoff conducted to develop health and safety training programsthe first indepth study of
painters health since Dr. rank workers This was the beginning

Alice Hamilton’s
Hamilton’s

reports
of
1934 health :

IBPAT’s

internationally renownedIBPAT Project

Graph ofofMembersTrained
_

1979-1984
:
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The first IBPAT award came in 1977. IBPAT
competed with 27 universities and training institute’s
for funds and became the first union in history to win a

DOL grant to develop training materials forand-

workers
~

program
So successful was IBPAT’s program that OSHA
established a New Directions Grant program in the
next year offering other institutions the opportunity tofor their memberships what IBPAT had done for

ours IBPAT was one of the first to receiveNew Direc-lion Grant funds too
.

oo
.

From 1978 to 1984 successive awards followed
200,000 in 1979 250,000 in 1980 275,000 in
1981 250,000 in 1982 320,000 in 1983 and

400,000 in 1984. In 1983 IBPAT became the first

BPAT videotape modules and the page
OSH Health and Safety Education training and

. Computer Assisted Health and SafetyEfforts
_ IBPAT has developed 50 computer programsto assistmembersto assess risk or hazard select
appropriate hazard control measures or store health

’

and safety reports for use at later dates Most promin-
- among the programs are the HAZARD INDEX and
the RESPIRATORY SELECTION programs

_

The HAZARD INDEX allows a workerto enter prod-
uct information into a computer and receive backwork rate ventilation rate and respiratory protection
combinations that may be used to keep exposures
within allowable limits The RESPIRATORSELECTION
program enables workers to select appropriate re-

spirators for any jobs involving solvent containing-

coatings_

These two computer programs operate with in-
. teractive video materials and can be used by appren- .

ticeship training programs to teach the most critical
aspects of health protection in the paint trades
estimating and controlling the solvent concentrationsin the workplace
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number
one

one concern Neurotoxic effects are the first

for licensing
paint

paint and
: employed on jobs where exposures are greaterthan
safe levels To date threestates have triedto develop .

I

funds willnot always
capita

â��s+ legislation or regulation requiring painter certification __.

cannot cannot
meet

the already drying up Per capitaand Massachusetts succeeded IBPAT _. alone cannot meetthe needs without shortchanging
_

OSH training materials
s

helped establishtraining
re- other vital activities Sincegood health andsafetyquirements programs benefit the entire

industrythe entire indus.
: .

try should share the costs A

.

The Ongoing ProblemProblem FindingsFindings Since
s

Selikoff The pasthas taught us the valueof healthSince Dr. Selikoff’sfindings in1975 1975 a disease safety Consequently if healthand safety programs
. called Painter’s Syndrome has been identified

~

havethe proper fundingtheywill return dividends-Painter’s Painter’s Syndromeis nervoussystem damage often theunion to our members to contractors and to thefoundamong painters andsuspected of resulting :: paintand allied tradeindustryThat is

s
the goal

offrom
overexposure

overexposure tosolvents Harvard and Johns THENANDNOW
~

Hopkins Universities haveboth worked closelywith
.

healthand safety activi

7 Finallyweare certain that General President dt

IBPAT to discover the extentto which Painter’sSyn- will continue to vigorously pursuepursue our fight for better
drome occurs among IBPAT members

Preliminary health and safety for all of our members and thei thei
data suggest it

may bebequite widespread widespread -

families
families

7 thei

Resultsof IBPAT’sWorkinthe DecadeofHealth and Safety
> IBPAT’s entry into the health and safety arenaarena

a

was
necessarynecessary to protectour membersAnd oncein thefraynothing stoppedIBPAT from

conducting

rateprogram
_ eight videotapes apage training book- and 50computer programshave been

developed
f

forHealth and Safety training
. The materials are highly
agement government and

No otherworkerbased training programtrainedsomany workers ininsuchshorttime190,000190,000 ´§

hours of trainingdeliveredto 25,00025,000 members
in

six
´¢

years and 6,000 hours oftechnicalassistance pro-vided for for 350,000 350,000 membersothers

FutureProgramsand Prospects
What the future holds for IBPAT’s health health and safety aefforts depends onwhat IBPATmembers want and

con7

the fundsfunds available forthe programs However threearprioritiesare known 3 a

wepromisedSafeand Secure Tomorrows Tomorrows
|

.. dayandwe establishedourHealth and Safety

1Neurotoxic effectsamongpainters arethe of
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