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worker at Unmion Carbide's plant not far
from Dow's 'was diagnosed as havisg brain
cancer. He kiiew two other workers at the

- plant who died of brain tumaors, and he
called the Safety and Health
Adminisiration’s - regional office In Clear
Lake Clty, Twas; wondering if the disease
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ment and corporate teams are working on
the Dow case, Union Curbide
in Texas are the.subject of

Providing the answers Is costly. A physi-
cian with a doctorate in public health can
ewrn about $70.000 in industry. Union Car-
hide says its brain-cancer study will cost
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And the outlays are riing, to the point at
which some smaller chemical companies
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The Postal Service was ordered by
the White House to do a cost-benefit
analyats.of the controversial nine-digit
ZIP codes. The new system, scheduled
for Mareh, could be delayed,
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The prime rate was rissed to 174"
from 17% by several tnore Lanks.
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Western Union's major subsidiary
charged units of ITT. RCA and Xerox
with antitrust violatlors, Westomm
Unfon Telegraph said it had been pre-
vented from cornpeting effectively in
domestic and fnternational telex and
telegraph markets..
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Irving Bank Corp. operating net
Tose 33% in the Arst quarter to 5273
million, or 33.16 4 share,
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Coca-Cola said it may have diffi-
culty reaching its goal of an earnings
gain exceeding 12% this year. The
company cited Jower-than-expected
forelgn volume, which accounts for
about two-thirds of earnings,
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Used-car  requiations covering
dealer disclosures of 2 car's condition

b ard watranty are being reworked by

the FTC, The cmnimoneof rs fear a
congressional veto of the rules, which
,are scheduled for a final vote today.
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General Motors said ft won't raise
prices aguin on its 1981-model cars fol-
lowing last week’s boosts of $351 a
unit, or 3.5%. Ford and Chrysler didn't

follow the increzses.
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Asareo sgreed to spend §133 miilion
over the next three years to control
 alr pollution at its Hayden, Anz., cop-

1 pex, smelter, the EPA said. The con-

e decree setties a 1978 suit charging
cléan-air standards violations,
(Mary o Fome 1
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ALP sald Its loss in the flacal
fourth quarter, ended Feb, 28, was

| stightly less than $4.2 million, com-

pared with a $13.5 million Joss a year
eariier, Sales rose 12.6% to 5159 Mil-
liom. For the year, the loss widened fo

543 miflhon from $3.8 million.
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" Stecky: ' Vofumeé 49,960,000 shares. Duw
Jones indumtrials 993.16, off 7.11; transporta-
Unn 439.26, off 7.03; uttlities 106.14, off 1.3,
Baoods: Dow Jones 20 bonds 61.09, off 0.33.
Comumédities: Dow Jones futures index
420.70, off 3.61; spot index 411,62, off 4.35.
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mdoq’t trust each othér. “Some government

es are fishing expeditions,” says Perry

hring a Dow vice president. “They find
ug‘ they can catch.”

e governinent-side, Victor Alexan-

der. an OSHA physiclan, says, ‘We encour-

age compaties to do all the epiderniology

they ltke. We al$h have an obligation to do

gthebuﬂobwecan.\’lemlzht want to look

Pinto things they don't.”” Questioned directly,
mhowever. both deny there’'s any mistrust,

""mst legitinmate differences in methodology.

&, "It-depends-¢a how. you slice up the ffor-
'mation,” says & Wum.m Lioyd, an OSHA
epidemiploglst. ..

Epmemuuu 't kn exa.ct u:iente Peo-
ple. unlike !shoratory animals, are exposed
uhmnces every day, and it’s often
te the Karmful ones. *‘It's ex-:

Irving J, Selikoff, 2 pro-
rmor of environmental medicine at Mount "

Sinai  Schaol'-of ~Medi¢ine .  New * York.
Thenmmmﬂm!mwers :
undyotmcetdmthxlsﬂvm

cult. o begin with:'there's still 3 lot to

learn about the disesse. Although it's widely
Asreed that environmentsl factors contrib-
cancers, there are clearly other

Not all amokers contract- fung

for, example.. Current research

md&m that several factors work-

§ For example, asbestos workers who sthoke
Wdevejop cancer at & isr higher rate.than

: % cither smokers’ who dda't work wml asbes-
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the causes. Investigators say they now know
whether nearly all of the sample is alive or

‘dead; it wasn't easy to find out even that.

Reviewing personnel records for date and
cause of death and death certificates from
three counties surrounding the plant was
just the beginning.

A list of names was sent to the Social Se-
curity Administration in Washington to find
out whether a death claim had been filed or
where retirement benefits were being sent.
The names of those still missing were sent
to the Texas motor-vehicles bureau. Govern-
ment agencies ¢an sk the Internal Revenue
Service for & lagt known address, and there
are high-school and college atumni records
and checks -of loeal telepnone books. “It's
shoe-leatheremdemlology says Dr. Cook.

Investigators may never know what
workers were breathing and handling in the
plant. Before the Occupational Safety and
Health Act wag passed in’ 1970, few, compa
nies measutred or analyzed chemicals in the
workplace. Protective equipment, if it was
availatile, wasn't always worn. ““The compa-
nies don't know.mbodyluwws says Mount
Sinat’s Dr. Selikoff. *‘Our Inadequacies o
the past are comm: hume to most. ‘

More Mysteries

Even work Mstories don't always help.
Building rames and numbers have changed,
a5 have manufacturing processes and joby tf
ties. The Dow plant 1s one of the largest in
the world. Hundreds of chemicals are made
there, and othérs are used in the manufae-
turing process. “Even if you know someone
worked in an ethylene plant for 10 yeary,

. | You may not be able to tell if he was-an op-

erator in an air-conditioned control room or
aproducﬁonpemnsloshinga.mundinlhe
stuff.” says Gordon Reeve, an epidemiclo-
gist with the National Institate ot Occupu-

tional Safety ind Health, .

Workers dldsloshmmdlnchmmm
the earlydmof!?l&plmt ""Back mm

- Wotking conditiohs have changed so

. | much, in faet, that epidemiojogists concede

that even if there was a probler years age,
It may no longer exist. They continue to be
concerned, however; because so many work-
ers still could face health problems caused
by previous exposures, or a cancer-causing
substance could femain.

'There:.lpotem danger ix that there's
12 chemical in the plant: that no one sus-
pects,” says Dr. ‘Alexanfier, the OSHA epi-
t. “We won't see the bemefits of
fmproved controls until the turn of the cen-
mw LL)
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