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S ep tem ber 6, 1974

R obert M. S chaffner, Ph. D.
A sso c ia te  D ire c to r  fo r Technology 

« B ureau  of F oods
Food and D rug A d m in is tra tio n
D ep artm en t of H ealth , E ducation , and W elfare
200 "C " S tre e t ,  S. W.
W ashington, D. C. 20204

D ear D r. Schaffner:

Johnson  & Jo h n so n  has been  cooperating  with the C o sm e tic ,
T o ile try  and F ra g ra n c e  A sso c ia tio n  Subcom m ittee  on A sbesto s  in 
T alc. In  a n  e f fo r t  to answ er the question  about the re q u ire d  degree 
of s e n s it iv ity  of the m ethod of a s s a y  fo r a sb e s to s  in  ta lc , our 
s ta t is t ic a l  g roup  has  m ade an  e s tim a tio n  of a th e o re tic a l  safe level 
of a sb e s to s  f ib e r  in  a baby powder u tiliz ing  the o ffic ia l TLV fo r 
a sb e s to s  an d  the data  on dusting of baby pow der. The ca lcu la tion  
shows th a t a  su b s ta n tia l sa fe ty  fac to r  can be expec ted  w ith  ta lc  
containing 1% w /w  a sb e s to s  f ib e rs . T h e re fo re , m ethods capable 
of d e te rm in in g  le s s  than \°io a sb e s to s  in ta lc  a r e  not n e c e s s a ry  to 
a s s u re  the; sa fe ty  of co sm etic  talfi.. The r e p o r t  is  a ttach ed  herew ith .

Since I have been ass ig n ed  a new function a t o u r R e se a rc h  C eiiter,
1 w ill be tu rn in g  o v e r m y re sp o n s ib ility  in the ta lc /a s b e s to s  a re a  
to the R e s e a rc h  D iv ision  of ou r Baby P ro d u c ts  Com pany. I would 
a p p re c ia te  y ou r giving me the opportun ity  to p e rso n a lly  p re se n t 
them  to you and y our s ta ff  to a s s u re  a con tinuation  of the cooperative 
e ffo rts  of Jo h n so n  &: Johnson  in  th is  d ifficu lt p ro b lem .

The fo llow ing ind iv iduals fro m  our Baby P ro d u c ts  C om pany w ill be
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available fo r a m eeting to be s e t  a t  your convenience:

D. R. P e tte rso n , Ph. D . , V ice -P re s id en t, R esea rch  
£ .  Sem ple, M. D . , D irec to r  of M edical and R egu la to ry  A ffairs 
G. Lee, M anager of Applied R esea rch  
VT. C. W aggoner, Ph. D . , A dm in istra to r of M edical and 

R egulatory  A ffa irs .

. I  hope to h e a r  fro m  you soon.

V ery  tru ly  y o u rs ,
JOHNSON & JOHNSON

*V,\j . • Ki •V-* >

by: W. N ashed, Ph. D.
A ssocia te  D ire c to r  of R esea rch  
D om estic O perating Company

w n /cw

A ttach.

bcc: D r. A. Goudie
D r. G. K ildiclt-Sm ith 
M r. G. Leo^i .
M r. J .  M elton 
D r. D. P e tte rso n  
D r. R. Rolle 
D r. T. Shelley 
M r. G. M iller
M r. R. M iller, "Windsor M inerals 
M r. W. Dean, J&J G rea t B rita in  
D r. B. Sem ple 
D r. W. W aggoner
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