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: Decr Mr. Yates:
! We hove your recent circular letter requesting cnswers to o list of questions on the
' subject of "Lead Paint Poisoning of Children”. Qur onswers to these guestions are
3
[ os follows:
3 Question # 1: Do children become poisoned by liquid or dried paint or both?
= Answer: Leod is @ cumulative poison, Lead poisoning results from
5 continued ingestion of lecd. For this recson, it is likely

: that any lead poisoning related to paint develops from ect~
ing dried paint chips. | heve never heard of o ccse of
lead poisoning which developzad from the ingestion of o
liquid paint.

Ty -

Question ¥ 2: Is lead besed point poisonous through giving off fumes? How volctile
is it ?

At normal temperctures the fumes or vapors given off by

lead besed peints contcin no lead cnd are no more danger=

ous then the vepors given off by crother paint which contains

tne scme voicriie soiverts. |In other words, the motter of

: toxicity involved in >reathing point vapors depends not on

‘ - - e leod conrent oo: voon the composition of the volatile -

! so:vents and the corzentration of the vapors. There is no

~iscd fume” probiem with point.
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Answer:
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Question #3 : Do childrenciznyc-e

‘ more lecd pIiiinin

Answer: | believe mc.r zziae o

: 1o chiliran of Lnzer-rivie
o

heusirz n wnicn iney i

P . . ‘&

s atves.g,
iecd=z3 ‘ammg pcint i-\"-g fro e inrerior walls,
intesior zzinfs hzve nat corizines w hit e..d pigments
for cpproxmcfely thirty years, The grectesi danger,
therefore, occurs in 6.¢ renement dweiiings which heve
~ walls thet were zcinted 25 to 30 years ogo, ond which
g : "+ have not been mcintained properly.

: Pica, ihe croving of scme children for unncturai food
: ' {ocint and wood chizs, for example)is probably relcted
te a nutriticnal deficiency.

Question ¥ 4 : Does poisoning come from inhcletion, touch,or ingestion of the
lead based point?

Answer:  To our knowledge, lecd poisoning cs it relates to pcint

is caused only by ingcestion of dried point chips which

contain lecd.

Questisn # 5 : Whet cre some scurces of siudies done cn cherceteristics common *o
€Is2s ©F 2OisOning Sf ¢niisren oy leca based peint?

Answer:  For iaformerien on stucies of cherocteristics common to
cases of zoiscning of children by lead besed peints, |
wouid suggest contocting the Public Heclth Depariments
of large cities. The Lecd Indusiries Associction, 292
Madison Avenue, New York City, ccn also be helpful
in providing this type information.

Guestion ¥ & : What are the symptoms exhibited by o child sonsor.ed by a lead besed
paint?
Answer: |t is our understending that typical symptoms are:

1) Pcins in the stomcch
- . 2) Frequent vomiting
3) Crossness crnd irritction without ¢ visible reason
4) Maoany hecdoches
5) Muscle weckress and constent tiredness
6) Sposms
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These scme symptons are, of course, @ also reloted to
“mecny other ciscrders. Since the sudject of symptoms

is ¢ meaical mzrier, w2 suggest sentecting medical
cectors ¢ well s ihe ssv.zas me-risnes ta No. 3 for
more specific informericr .

Question ¥ 7; Wharerti-zxen o5 de-roxE:'Iccrian procedures cre rezommended?

Answer: v & ri.st reter sais cuesticn ‘o n’edncal doctors. it
is very imgortant, h.wever, to nave a child;suspected
of eating point chips, excmined ct once by o doctor.

Questior ¥ 5: Whot paints generclly use leod os o bese? by function, by type -

‘Answer:  As stated earlier, lecd is rcrely used in modern interior
=cints. There is no icnger cny purpose in using lead
pigments in points intended for interior use since better
lead~free pigments for this purpose are availeble at
lower cost. Lecd pigments are used fodcy in structural
steel primers, in scme exterior house paints, ond other
exterior coatings. Lecd pigments are relctively expen=
sive end their use is generclly confined fo providing
rust-innibitive progerties on steel surfaces and for good
exterior durability in certoin exterior wood cnd metal

pcinis.

| em enclosing o copy of o publication entitled, "How to Prevent Lead Poisoning
in the Home". This booklet was published several yecrs cgo cnd is now out of
print. We are in the process of revising the subject matter and expect to publish
c new pooklet on this sudject in the near future. | om also enclosing o copy of
our booklet direcied to the pointing of childrens' toys ond furniture which you
may find of interest.

We would certainly cpprecicte having you send us @ summary of the findings you
develop from your questionnaire.

Sincere Iy you rs,

/ I A.‘ Brown
Te’chnical Director

RAB/fms
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