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;As6sstos in tele
Two dlt/ersut. Infant talcum pow- 
dera-contaln from 8 to 25% osfeea- 
fos. says Dr. Arthur Lunger, profes­
sor of mineralogy of the Ml. Sinai 
School oI Medicine, Tromollto, 
form (if osbosfos, can range up 
In Jl% of Industrial talcs.. In 
calling lor a fodcraiprogram from 
HEW <o dwelt out the potential 
hnsirn hazard of asbestos In tale, 
Now York City’s environment pro­
tection administrator, Jerome 
Krotchmor, says that although them 
Is no evidence that Inlani exposure 
to talcum powder asbestos con­
tributes to later disease, It Is pru­
dent to minimize exposures unices 
they can be demonstrated con­
clusively to bo harmless, g

Accelerator working
Workers at the National Accelera­
tor Laboratory, Batavia, III., have 
guldod a proton beam through the 
entire accelerator system tor the 
first llfno. The beam was ac- 
colorotod to 7 b.e.v. In the linear 
accelerator and the booster syn­
chrotron, then allowed to "coasf" 
through the giant (4 miles In cir­
cumference), ring-shaped mein 
accelerator, s '

Seaming thé patterns
Radioactive 6-Huorotryptophan-,tf! 
may permit external scanning of 

’ the pancreas, according to résulta 
ot animal studios at Brookhaven 
National Laboratory, Upton, N.Y, 
Dr. Harold Atkins, Dr, Alfred P. 
Wolf, and coworkers quickly pre­
pare tho labeled amino acid (half- 
life ot 110 minutes) after prepara­
tion ot fluorlho-18 In a cyclotron. 
The amino acid concentrates, pref­
erentially In the pancreas, unlike 

. other radlopharmaceutlcals tpat 
concentrate In the nearby liver aa 
well, Dr, Wolf says, o

Protecting pacemakers
Sensitivity of heart pacemakers 
to electromagnetic radiation Inter­
ference should be diminished 
when manufacturers reçoive the 
results of tests now under way,
Tho proloct Is eparated faintly by 
the Society ot Automotive Engi­
neers end several Industrial or­
ganizations. Tho SAE proloct Is 
aimed at determining the Influence 
ot such devices as microwave ovene 
end Ignition systems for gasoline 
engines on the pacemakers, p

Bacteria detector
A laminated card to delect bee- i  
terla causing Infectious diseases % 
in tho digestive tract will be mar-) 
ketod by Wilson Pharmaceutical & Chemical Corp„ Chicago, III. The ) 
card, called Auxotab Enteric 1, con­
tains 10 capillary tubes with re- 

’ agents that permit tho Identifies- 
fion of a wide rangti ?sWc 
bacteria within save ..ours from 
pure culture, tho company says. 
Coior changes In the capillaries 
are compared with a reaction chart 
to Identity is  entorlc bacteria and -. 
Pseudomonas. Tho laminated
card Is im d  cnee and discarded. A

Uses of straw
An Oregon ¡State University prot­
ect under the direction of Dr, D. 0.

. Chllcote has been funded by RPA 
to find new ways to use straw 
residue from harvested crops.

. Now beginning the second and . 
(Inal year, the prelect has devel­
oped a method, tor producing 
paper and a process for the hydrol­
ysis of (he straw with hydrochloric 
add to produce a yeast protein. 
Paper samples are now being 
tested against conventional pa­
pers, The food proteins ere ex­
pensive but cdntaln all (he ma­
terials required (or human and 
animal consumption, h
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Behoofs In trouble. J,
Public universities ns well as j 
private schools are having financial g. 
dlttlcultles, Determent of main- t 
tenance, elimination of now pro- Ot 
grams, end faculty-staff freezes of , 
cutbacks are economy measures 
taken by 40 or more of the 78 uni- f|0 
varsities that responded to e survey 

¡¡by tho National Association of i f C 
[Slato Universities and Land-Qrant J 
tColleges. Financial deficits oc- The 
{burred at 14 of the Institutions dur- hon 
ing 1389-70. U M i
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Biology technicians
Project BIOTECH will develop 
'teaching matorlals and o core cur- ,01 ' 
rlculum lor the training ot tech- 
nldans In tho life sciences. In ( , 
the next lour years tho project, w ill‘lawn 
Wt!% edit, and field lest the me- .«sen 
terlals under the direction of Dr. mmo 
John H, Busser of the American nri*y 
Institute of Biomedical Sciences.
The materials developed, will be a" -̂ 
used In modular form lor o n - t h o - jo t ! 
training, In format academic I n s l r u c s. 
Hon, and for some Individual self- |cnt ‘J. 
Instruction. Particular emphasis on, n, 
will be placed on training tech- o) iCs( 
nldans for pollution abatement, Tin.- •, 
Industrial end agricultural blotach-mnceu 
hology, and health sciences. The>,il hm 
protect la funded by NSF. a  8 m  »’OlK’tlff,;- 10 J.l u
Dietary trace metals Culli,.,story inf il’d fit,Dr. K. M. Hambfdge, ot tho Uni- cie>n;-. 
verslty of Colorado medical cen-iglc , ,v 
ter, has begun a throo-year pro/e»p!e, ,n 
to study the need for six trace nvinvi. 
minerals in  tho diets of children,0 ,0t>PV 
Infants, adolescents, and pragnam<j ii h  
women. The scientists will utlllz,li nc VtK 
some of the newer clinical e n a ly t ^  <li 
leal procedures, Including 0W,0*)ii .i»!tnCy “ 
analysis, to determine levels of lv‘itu,('nH 
copper, zinc, Iron, chromium, #n4|„| 
ganeso, and molybdenum /n »«Siifnry. p. 
accessible body fluids such ea ulc guitoo, 
hfoed serum and urlno. m altory’s j
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