April 29, 1971

P.8.I. Barry, M.D.

The Associated Octel Company Limited
Ellesmere Port

Cheshire 165 4HF, England

Dear Pat:

Thanks for your letter of April 19th, I'm sorry you didn't come to Cincinnati when
you were in Chicago, not because I had any carth-shaking message for you, but because
it would have been & pleasure. However, I axm not being critical, for I would, almost
certainly, have done the same thing in the same situation. Meanwhile, Katy has paid
us a wvisit, and has now returned to Oxted. This was a happy event,

Just today, we have had & visit at the Laboratory from Dr. Von Sethe of Esso in
Hamburg, who left my office only a littic while ago. He is indeed a most agreeable
verson, and I think him intelligent., From him, I learned a bit more about the German
situaticn, not only with respect to lead, but to some of their political attitudes.

I ar interested in what you have sald about the attitude of Dr. Newill of the
Environmental Protection Agency. Some of the people in H.E.W. were as unrealistic
wholly ignorant people can bz, I am not sure of the present crop in EprA may not be
in the samec innocent category, but I'm content to wait and see. The protection of
the children is, no doubt, a popular theme, but one cannot but wonder why it comes
to the front in this instance, on any other basis than sentiment unaccompanied by
Knoviledzce, Incidentally, I am committed, as I know you are, toc the principle that
the cost of removing lead from gasoline must be borne, regardless of the price to
be pajd, if there is reason to believe in the existence oi danger to people, but if
ne such evidence exists, and if such danger can be anticipated beiore damage occurs,
by the expenditure of reasonable time and money, its removal on account cf human
health is quite unnecessary.

I'm glad to know about your efforts to inform Sir Charles Dodds. You might assure
him that if I can be of some service in that respect, I shall be glad to do sc. This
is not said because I have any doubt about tie thoroughness of your efforts, but is
rather a matter of courtesy in view of his and my previous association, whick I
would not wish to terminate, '

Incidentaily, I think I should inform you, if you #re not fully informed without my
helpy, that the group at Albany has done a good job of their initiai experiment with
prisoners., I consider that taey have shown that 10 micrograms per cubic meter of
air is too high to be acceptable as a tolerable concentration of lead in air, 1
visited them, sat down with ti:em and spent a morning going over their manner of
carrying out their experiment, and their results, I think it very unlikely that
there is anything wrong with their data, and I am satisfied that 10 micrograms is too
high. I have advised them and the sponsors (as far as they were available) that the
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worx should go on further to find out where the proper value lies, whether et 5 micro-§
grams or lower. This in my view is the information which we need, and on which '
the future can be planned. It may be that the government, the automobile industry
and the petroleun industry will move in anothex direction, but that, at the
moment, is not the issue., We %8 physiclians and responsible investigators need

to know the truth, which will then be available at all times in the future,

Thanks very much for Joey Roffey's address. X haven't written to her as yet, but
I shall., Thaoks slso for the word about Errcl Gay,

Give my love to Anne, to whom, I believe, lucile has written {or is about to write),
With all good wishes,

Sincerely,

Robert A. Xehoe, H.DL.

Professor Emeritus of

Occupational Medicine
RAK: wis
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19th Anril, 1971,

Lienv thesls fer vour letter of iliarch 29th, which I received following v
froir the States just nrior to EHastevr

g0 z1 I did net stey on efter the meeting in Chicaae te come
st vigit vou i dncinngti, bt I fz21t thrt T osheuld try ond met bach home
to enend Dooter with o the fanilv,  Should I meke @ visit to the United Stater
aaatn this vear, 1 shall certeinlvy not meke it cuite such z hurried one, end
wilt make 2 noint of coning to see vou in Cincinnati,

The neetiag in Jhicajo, Trom my viewnnint, was of mired value,as nuch of
it reloted te comiercin! intevests rather than those of strictly medica!l
interest. GHowever, . was alad to hove heard ur, Hewill from the Zaviromnente!
Freotection wrency qiving hig talk on anrit fth, fle made it as clear as
nossible thet lead should come out. of grascline in tie U.S.A., if only te protect
the health of children who may be evnesed as o vesult of plaving in streetg in
shich the road dust ceuntained @ pronortion of lead, assumed to be there from the
cotivity of wotor vehicles, From what he had to sar, it would seen tiigt the
authorities zre switching the attack on leed in qascline frowm npossille 277eccts
unon the general public as a whole te the sneciflc. and I think nore emotive,

possibility of the damarne to health of children. After his talk I iad a hrief
onnortunity to speak with wyr. Hewill, when he made it plain to me that the EPA
exnected lcad to come out of gasoline in the U.S5.i4. and that their concern

for the future would be the emission of lead from static sources. The EPA

seenis quite determined to get lead out of gasoline, and do not appear to have
any narticuler regard for the costs involved or ef the bulk of the evidence which
would seen te indicete theat such a sten is unnecessary.

The situa tiOJ in Germany appears to be progressing, and we believe that by
July of this year, leaislation will be in forece which will restrict the
coicentration of lead in gasoline from its present level of (.62 grmis lead ner
litre down to 0.4 grms lead per litre, with a further restriction to C.13 gmms
lead per litre by 1976. The rest of the Common Market countries, however, do
nct seer to be prepared to accept the German viewpoint, and, as we understand
it 2t the nresent time, do not propose to make any changes to follow the Gemman
pattern. OSwitzerland is proposing to reduce their level of lead in gasoline
by 10, which is really not much more then a token reduction, and I believe at
the end of this year Sweden will be reducing their levels agsin from the present
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LLast week I met Sir Charles Dodds with Dr. hickin over lunchenn.
Sir Charles is concerned that our Royal College of Physicians may come
out with some statement during the course of this year relating to
automobile exhaust emissions, which will be ill-founded with respect
to the information that is available, and so put themselves into a
position which could be criticised. !e has asked me to compile a
resumé of much of the work that has been going on in various countries,
particularly in the U,S,A,, with respect to the environmental picture,
and this I shall try to do for him within the next two weeks.

I spoke to Errol Gay while I was in Chicago, and he appears to be
progressing very well, He saw his doctor that week who advised him
that he may resume work on a short day basis.

In your letter to me of March 29th you asked for krs. Roffev's
whereabouts. As far as we know, she is staying on at the house in
liallorca and her address is as follows:-
lrs, J.F.J. D'Avon Roffey,

Canet,
Esrlaveta,

tiallorca,
Balearic Islands.

llindest regards to you and Lucile,

Yours sincerely,

-
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