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The queston of ngaws acd rcsponsibmues pestainiag (9
asbestos productiva and use was addressed by represen-
tatives of the scientific, indusurial, lakor and government

sectors in England, Belgium and the UK,
Oxford University epidemiologist Julian Peto was
_empbatic in stating that scientists should not adopt 2
_ positon io the discussion of rights and responsibilities;
.. theizrole, he said, should be to insist on the use of proper
" sclentific data as a basis for any decisions made, and to

- " prevent misinterpretatioa of data. At varicus times, he

explained, scientific facis and fgures have beea misused
by governmeats, labor and management alike. Until
agreemient has been reached on the degree of nsk
associated with asbestos exposure, claims made by any of
these sectors regarding the safety (or lack of safety) of
asbestos are not justifiable, he said

Peto added that if governments - who have primary
responsibility for (worker) protection — waat truly valid

" - answers copcerning asbesios isszes, they should sesk from

.- scientists detailed explarations. f their work, rather than
! simply calling them in [or brie, presentations.

* This form of scientific ‘debate was supported by
Anthony Marzochi, international representatve for the
Qil, Chemical and Atomic Workers Internaticoal Union.
However, he stated, until scientists have resolved their
differences on these issues, 2 moratorium on asbestos use
should be deciared.

In labor’s view, governments have developed regula-
tions aimed at controlling asbestos hazards, but have got
(ollowed up this development with implemeatation. Thus,
stated Mazzochi, the promise of protection bas been an
illusion, since the means of its delivery has oot been
- preseat. Litigation msugated by warkers in the face of the
ineffectiveness of legislation has done moreto bring about
removal of asbestos from the workplace and its replace.

meat by substitute materials, and has alco served to draw -

atteation to the magnitude of the problem. he siated.
Speaking on behall of the government side. John F
Maronik Jr of the LS. Occupational Safety and Health
Administraticn pointed out that the agency’s ashestos
standard was the first standard promulgated by OSHA R
1972) Since hen, u massive amount of furt-ar inferma-
tou has besn mada available to OSHA corwzrning the

2 I3 uai maintain nautral role

health effects of asbestos. This. comiiced with tachnoleg-
ical advances and_the agency’s 10 vears of enforcament
expesizace, has prompted OSHA to begin a re-cxamina-
toa of previous regulatory dzcisivas concerning asbestos.

with the objective of promulgating a revued asbestos _

standard, said Martonik.

Contrclled use wpported

The industry viewpoint was preseated by. Etienpe van -

der Rest, chairman of the goverzizg councd of the

Asbestos [nternational Association and of the Belgian

Federation of Asbestos-Cement Indusiries. He streag!

adveceated the controlled use of asbestos. an option which -
would, he said, permit society to becefit from the positive *
features of the mineral (e.g. fire resistance) while seeking -
-to eliminate as far as possible its problematic aspzots. |

Van der Rest went on to list both righ:. and
respoasibilities of the industry, beginaing with the latter.
First and foremos:. he said, the industry is respcasible for
taking all necessary precaytions to ensure that po sccially
unacceptable risk is created during the course of astestos
miping, milling and product macufacturing. Part of this
responsibility includes maintaining fiber levels of 2
fibers/cm’ or lower, he noted. It is also the industry’s
policy to urge adoption of this staadard in countries where
regulations in this area do not yet exist. te added.

The banning of asbestos use in appiications where
controlled use is aot practically possible is supported by
the industry as well, he noted. Seen as additdonal
respoansibilities are: the raintenance of an open dialogue
with governmeats, unions and the melicdl 2nd sei: 2tific
sectors; the provision of informaticn to worksrs concer-
ning expusure risks and precautions; the implementation
of plant monitoring and medicul surveiliarce program:;
and s:pport. in terms of both ticsz 1ad mocey, of further
research.

Van der Rest listed three basic rights sought by the
industry: the righi (0 be vizwed us a lezitimate industrr
cather than as an exploitive body \p—"ailug soletv in its
own interests without r2zard foritsweriers, cusiomens oc
wgtety at farge: the right 10 a4 rzaseaabie Jegree of
egiviation which does aot seek to imrose eehnically and
sconomically unachievable recuiraments wohout suffi-
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