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Mr.

- November 22, 1949

T. L. Henderson,

Engineering Division,
Good Housekeeplng Instlitute,
57th Street at 8th Avenue,

New Yor

k City 19.

Deay Mr ‘Hendersoni . . . L f;

Your le
absence
part of

nter of October 27 has. gone unanswered becauae of my
from my office on & number of duiles for the greater
the past two vweeks. Perhaps I could have ansvered more

promptly if I had- had an immediate answer to your guestion.

Unfortunately, there is no quick answer teo this questlicn.

is 1itt

used on

vhich y

There
le questlon in my mind that the problem of lead in palnt
phildren's toys and furniture is the most serious -one

ou have raised. None. of the other metals or metallolds

referred to present anything like the problem of accunulation

in the
netaly

can preoduce acute illness.

likely

body that is characteristic of lead. All of the other
referred to are toxic, and in appropriate dosage they

: ‘ Such dosage, howsver, i1s not too

to be attalned as a consequence of the presence of these

materialu in pa¢nts,vhereas in the case of lead the opportunity

present

In the
really

s itself all Hoo freguently.
case of lead 1t is_a 1ittle difficult to say what is .
safe. The child 1Is likely to s¢trip all of the palnt from

the surface of objects in his vieinity, Iincluding window sills

anéd the like. The amount of lead that will be absorbed from the
alinentary tract of the ¢hild 1s alvays something of & problen,

but 4Lt

1s quite certain that 1f the child takes in one or more

milligrams of lead per day in thls manner, he is running some

risk of

being polsoned. Not infrequently the quantities of lead

found in the alimentary tract under these circumstances amount to

many nl
for thes

compounds .

having

term
nunber
of surf

lligrams. My personal feeling would be that paints used
ge purposes should contain llttle more than traces of lead
You have stated that you would not consider finishes
more than 100 p.p.m. of lead. One wonders what this means
s of the dry paint.
of milligrams of lead that would be represented per unit

palnt. These are questlons that I cannot answer and that

makes i
toril‘.‘f ’

t difficult for me to answer your main question satisfacw

In gen#ral the elimination of lead plgments from palnts for this

One also raises the questicn as to the

ace in the case of an object palnted with one or more coats
of such
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purpose would be quite satisfactory, for under these conditions
one would have only the small quantities of lead that are intro-
duced -into drlerz oxr that occur as incidental contaminants or
otkher ingreaientq of the paint. This would certalilnly improve the
S*uu&.i‘n,Jiud reepect to the public health,very appreciably. For
this reasen I should like to make 1t as easy as possible for the
Karufunpure“ who 1ls making the deflnite effort to combat the use
of lead‘pigment paints for ihese purposes. Therefore, I think
your stgndard iz probably reasonably satisfactory. In fact, I am
not so mucn‘Joncerned about the use of palnts containing these lovw
pezcmt@.ge., of lead as I am about the fact that the ordinary house=
holder ¥ho decides. to repaint the babyts bed or play pen goes and
buys the ueareut paint of the right color that he can fird. I am
- quite oertain: that this job of redecoration has been responsible
for the fatai. ilins 43 of & number of chlldren. I appreciate the
fact that this does not answer your question, but it 1s that
aspect cof the problen on which we need general public education.
I shall not 'be 80 much worried about the small quantities of lead
that find thelr Va.,g into the qafroundings of small chlldren, 1f we
can manage. somehow to eliminste the large sources of exposure.

Sincerely yours,

Robert A. Kehoe, M. D.
RAX ef

'Dictated‘buﬁ not resad-.



THE INSTITUTE

00D HOUSEKEEPING

é%‘é styeet at St avenue, new o1k 19 1.4,

KATHARINE FISHER

areclor

Qctober 27, 1949.

Dre R+ Ao Kehos, Director

Kettering Iaboratory of Applied Phy51olory,
University of Cincinnati,

Cincinnati, Ohio. .

Dear Dr. Kehoeg

I have noticed in the October issue of Heating and Ventilating
Magazine reference to work you havée done in connection with
Industrial Hygiene and Toxicology. I might add that prior to
this I had heard from various technical men with paint companies
of the work you have done in connection with the toxic effects
of certain ingredients used in paints.

We, here at Good Housskeeping Institute, have had requirements

with respect to the quantities of lead, chromium, cadmium, antimony,
and arsenic in paints used on ¢hildren's toys and children's
furnitwe. For example, in the case of lead we have not con-
sidered finishes having more than 100 parts per million of lead

as| sgtisfactory, when the paint is in the liquid state.

I am wondering whether or not you could give us your opinion as
to the limits that should be placed on the quantities of the
above materials in finishes that would be applied to children's
toys, furnitwre, etc.

Sincerely yours,

GOOD HOUSEKEEPING INSTITUIE

Lt dwizn

Te.L. Henderson;cm

N 6027.01

Lerbert £2. Mayes, editor



