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Decem ber 22* 1936

Mr. J ohn  S ch a e fe r  
E t h y l G a s o lin e  Co r p o r a t io n  
P . 0.  Box 688 
W ilm in gton , Delaware

Dear  Mr. S ch a e fe r s

P le a s e  a cce p t  my th a n ks fo r  
you r  l e t t e r  o f  Decem ber 15 t h  w it h  I t s  I n fo r r a a t io n  on 
m eth ods o f  t e s t i n g  a i r  sam p les f o r  t e t r a e t h y l  le a d  
co n t e n t * I  w i l l  r e fe r  t h is  t o  Mach le fo r  h is  i n f o r ­
m at i on .

I  a p p r e c ia t e  you r  comments
*in  you r  o t h e r  l e t t e r  o f Decem ber l6 t h  co n ce r n in g  th e  
memorandum o f Novem ber 30 th  on ta n k  c le a n in g  I n s t r uc t io n s  
for- w e ld e r s  and repa irm en *. I  s a w ,p r e v io u s ly * yo u r comments 
o f a  s im i la r  n a t u r e  made in  a  l e t t e r  t o  Mr. Le w is , The 
memorandum In  q u e s t io n  e xp r e s s e d  my o p in io n  a b ou t  th e  
p rob lem * and 1 h ave n o t  ch an ged  my o p in io n * Th er e  is  a  . 
b a r e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e r e  may be some d a n ger  from 
ga s o lin e - fu m e s * an d  t h e r e  m igh t  a ls o  be some s m a ll q u a n t i t ie s  
o f le a d  fu m es. H owever  I  do n o t  b e l ie v e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  l i k e l y  
t o  be a n y s i g n i f i c a n t  d a n ger  t o  r e p a i r  men and w e lde r s  in  
e n t e r in g  a  t a n k  t h a t  h a s  been  t h o r o u gh ly c le a n e d . As you 
know* we a r e  s t u d y in g  t h e  e n t i r e  px'oblem  and we a re  e n t i r e ly  
w i l l i n g  t o  ch an ge o u r  p o in t  o f view i f  ou r  in v e s t iga t io n  
in d ic a t e s  t h a t  we a r e  in  e r r o r *

1 t h in k  I t  m ust be b orn e In
m ind t h a t  t h is  memorandum was is s u e d  t o  ou r  own r e pr e ­
s e n t a t iv e s  w i t h  whom t h is  e n t i r e  q u e s t io n  h ad  been  
d is cu s s e d  in  some d e t a i l .  Th ese men a r e  a l l  aware th a t  
t h e r e  a r e  a s p e c t s  o f  t h is  p rob lem  a b o u t  wh ich  we a re  n o t  
su r e * an d  t h a t  one o f t h e i r  jo b s  i s  t o  o b t a in  fu r t he r  
I n fo r m a t io n . We ca n  n o t  s e t  ou t  b y t a k in g  an  u n r e a so n a b le  
p o s i t io n * o r  wh at w i l l  be r e ga r d e d  a s  an  u n r ea so n a ble  
p o s i t io n  b y many o f t h e  p e o p le  w it h  whom we h a ve  t o d e a l .
On th e o t h e r  hand* we co u ld  t a k e  a  p o s i t io n  we o u r se lve s  
r e ga r d e d  a s  r e a s o n a b le  even  i f  t h e y were t o  r e g a r d  i t  a s  
u n r e a so n a b le * i f  w© had a d eq u a te  e v id e n ce  op wh ich  t o  b a se  
our  own c o n c lu s io n s .  I n  t h e  Absen ce o f  su ch  e v id e n ce * we 
a r e  in  a  much s t r o n g e r  p o s i t io n  I f  s e  r e q u ir e  wh a t  seems 
t o  be e n t i r e l y  r e a s o n a b le * I f  t h e r e  i s  a n y s i g n i f i ca n t  
exp o su r e  on th e p a r t  o f w e ld e r s  and r ep a irm en * we sh a l l  
be a b le  t o  d is c o v e r  I t  and I  f e e l  q u i t e  c o n flu e n t  th a t  we 
s h a l l  be a b le  t o  d is c o v e r  i t  w it h o u t  an y I n t e r c u r r en t
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t r a g e d ie s  o r  s e r io u s  in ju r y  t o  an yon e* I f  I  d id  n o t t h in k  
t h i s ,  I  wou ld  c e r t a in l y  n o t  h ave e xp r e s s e d  m ys e lf as  1 d id .  
F r a n k ly  I  do n o t  t h in k  t h e r e  is .e v e n  t h e  m ost rem ote p o s s i­
b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  t yp e  o f exp o su r e  in vo lve d  h e r e  w i l l b e o f 
an y s ig n i f i c a n c e .

I  am e x p e c t in g  t o  be in  Hen Yor k  
a t  an  e a r ly  d a t e , I  can  n o t  s a y  when b eca u se  u n fo r ese e n  
d i f f i c u l t i e s  h e r e  in  th e la b o r a t o r y  h a ve d e t e r r e d  my p la n s  
c o n s id e r a b ly .  H owever  I  h ope t o  be t h e r e  soon , an d  I  
t h in k  i t  wou ldbe w ise  i f  yo u , Lewis and m ys e lf were t o  g e t  
t o g e t h e r  a t  t h a t  t im e . I  s h a l l  l e t  you b o t h  know a  d ay o r  
two in  a d va n ce in  o r d e r  to  make t h a t  p o s s ib le .

Ver y t r u ly  yo u r s ,

RAKjis Rob eFF'T«'" ''iieho© ,  '"’¥ ¡0.
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