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December 22, 1936

Mr, Jdohn 3chaefer

Ethyl Gasoline Cerporation
P. O. Box 688

Wilmington, Delaware

Dear Hr. Schasfer:

2

Please accept my thanks for
your letter of December 15th with 1ts informstion on
mnethods of testlng air samples for tetreethyl lead
content, I will refer this to HMachle for his infore
mation,

I apprecists your comments

1n your other lebter of Deeemb@r 16th concerning the

memorandum of November 30th on btank cleaning instrucblons

for welders and repalirmen. I sawgpreviously, your comments
of a similar nature nmade in a letter to HMr. Lewis. The
memorandum in questlon expressed my opinion shoub the
problem, and T have not changed nmy onwﬂion. There is a

bare possibilLty that there may be some danger from

gasoline flumes, and there might also bs some amall quantities
of lead fumes. Howewver 1 do not believe that there is likely
to be any significant danger to repair men and welders in
enbering a tank that has been thoroughly cleaned. 4&s you
know, we are sbudylng bthe entire problem and we are entirely
willing to change our point of view if our investigation
Indicates that we ars in errore

T think 1t mast be borne in
mind that this memorandum was lasued to our own repréw
senbatives with whom this entire questlon had been
discussed In some detail. These men are all aware that
there are aspects of this problem about which we are not
sure, and that ons of thelr jobs is to obtain further
informatione. We can not set out by taking an unreasonable
position, or what will be regarded 23 an unreasonable
position by many of the people with whom we have to deal.
On the other hand, we could btake a position we ourselves
regarded as reasonable even if they were to regard it as
unreasonsble, if we had adequate evidence on which to base
our own conclusionse. In the absence of such evidence, we
are in a nmuch stronger posltion if we require what seems
to be entirely'reasonable. If there 1s any significant
expogure on the part of welders and repairmen, we shall
be able to discover it and I feel quite confident that we
shall be abie to discover it without any intercurrent



tragedies or sericus injury to anyone, If I 4id not think
this, I would certalinly not have expressed myself as I did.
Prankly I do not think thers is even the most remote possie
bility that the type of axposure involved here will bs of
any significance.

I am expecting %o be in New York
at an early date. I can not say when becsuse unforescen
difficultles here in the laboratory have deterred my plans
considerably. However I hope to be there soon, and I
think 1t wouldbe wilse 1f you, Lewls and myseclf were to get
together at that time, I shall let you both know a day or -
two in advance in order to make that possible.

Very truly yours,

Rofsis TODETE As RENDG, HeDe
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