FILE NAME: General Electric (GE)

DATE: 1977 May 16

DOC#: GE185

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: Letter to GE from J-M Noting Difficulty
Identifying Asbestos Insulation Prior to Removal



BRI
2l Johns-Manville
Sales Ceorporation

Ken-Caryl Ranch
Denver, Colorado 80217

Edmund M. Fenner

Vice Prasident

Director. Environmental Services

Health, Safety & Eavironment Department

May 16, 1977

Mr. W. P. Fliege
Turbine Specialist
General Electric Corp.
8§14 Commerce Drive
Oak Brook, IL 60521

Dear Mr. Fliege:

[t is obvious that my letter ot March 23, 1977 docs
not address the problem discussed in your letter to
me of May 12, 1977.

There is no simple method that your f{icld cngineers
can use to identify asbestos insulation prior to
removal. The simplest laboratory procedure would
involve examination of a sample by a petrographic
microscopist.

A great majority of the pipe and block insulations
manufactured prior to 1972 containcd asbestos. The
best advice [ can give 1s to examine a small pilece
of the insulution and if it appcars to contain

fibrous reinforcement, assume thuat the fibrous material
is asbestos.

Very truly yours,

(,pﬂ,(mam;( 7 ‘ éﬂr‘“—‘%/'

EME:jh

AfLttne




