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Inter Office Communication May 12, 1972
»

Rr. X, Eichen

Electrical and X-ray Optics
Regearch and Engineering
Scientific Building

Subject: Asbestos Saxple Bvmluation for Occupationa) Safety and Eaglth Act (OSHA)

Since the Occupationsl Safety and Health Act of 1970 became law, there have
been proaulgated rules end regulations related to the control of airborne
oontaninants encountered by employes during the normal course of their work.
Although the basic Act stipulates that rules and regulations are to be promile
gated for monitoring, recording, posting, and informing eaployes of their
hazardous work condjtions along with other requirements, we are Just nov seeing
specific detalled reguletions by which wve must adbide sppearing in the Federel
Register.

Of immediate conoern 16 control of asbestos dust in those industries and operations
Vhere there is & potential for this type exposure among the working population.

At Yord we have potential expompes at owr Sbeldon Road hester and air-conditioner
housing operstions gnd at other plants smong & certain mumber of masntenance
personnel involved in asbestos insulation.

One aspect of the present OGEA requirement is a change in technique used for
determining asdestos dust concentrations. Wheresas in the past dust concentrations
were deternined with the aid of a cooventionsl Light field microscope technique,

i1t 48 nov required that s phase contrast microscope at s MO-450 wagnification
be used for this determination.

Since we 40 mot have & phase oodtrast microscope, the oooperstion of your office
has permitted us to make preliminary determinations of esbestos dust exposure
with your equipment and persounel. Nowewver, it was our wderstanding from the
begzinning of these studies that you were not in a poxition to provide us with
services on ssxples collscted during routine monitoring.

At present, in arder to determine potential hasards where asbestos is encountered
in product manufacturing as well as maintenance applications, mn initial evalu-
stion of approximately 150 sasples is required. The mmber required thereafter
is ot known at this time Dut woulld depend a great deal on the findings sn our
initisal study. Nowewer, we 4o know 1if 8 proposed regalstion presently sutmitted
to the Depoartuent of labor by the National Institute of Ocoupetions) Bsfety and
Boalth is accepted and put into law, we would be required to monitor areas of
potential asdeston exposure on an annnal dbasis. Arees found to exceed the
uinimel accepted criteria would have t0 de monitored on a gquarterly dbasis until
sppropriste control measures reduced exposures., In cur gpinion, this would
mean evalusting spproximstely 300 ssaples per year (this does mot take into
considerstion sempling requirenments we may encounter for disc brake asoembly
operstions presently proposed for our Ven Dyke Plant).
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Mr. X. Richen -2 . NJ.E,J.WZ

Your past cooperation in assisting us to evaluate collected asbestos dust ssxples
has been greatly appreciated. Please advise vhether or not your office s in a
rosition to continue providing this evaluation on & routine besis considering the
nuber of samples that may be inwvolved.

Psul K. Toth, Bupervisor
Industrial Hygiene Unit
Enviromsental Bealth Bection
Exploye Boalth Bervices Department

t907 5913

* PRODUCED BY FORD




