September 21, 1937

Dr., J. F. Poattie Ret Ho.182
Hospital Department

Tidewater Associsted Oil Conpary

79 New Montgomery Street

San Franclsco, California

Dear Doctor Peattle:

Please accept my thanks for
the information on the death of M¥r, and the
present status of the case from a medlco~-legal point
of view.

I have two definite

suggestions to make. First it 1s necessary to make

a rather careful interpretation of the results of Dr.
Mooret's analyses on the tissues. The range of values

for the lead concentration in the bones and other

tissues of normal persons is not as clearly defined

as one might wish, Iowever one does know something

of the quantities that have been found in the tissues

of persons without exposure in the lead trades, Dr.
Yoore's data will have to be interpreted in relation

to this information. Second, there is a question of

the analytical methods, These methods may have been

very good. On the other hand I have no knowledge of

Dr, Hoorets work which would give me an opinion as to
their accursacy, and in any case I should consider it
wise to have the analytical results checked, Af that

i1s possible, For a variety of reasons, both sclentific
and practical, I have the utmost inbterest in cases of

this type end I should be very glad to obtain portions

of the tissues for analysis, 1f 1t can be done, It 1is
necassa in cases of this type, to have not only samples
of bonergpreferably beth long bons and flatbone), but also
gsamples of the liver, spleen, Lildney and muscle., Obviously
the more types of tlssue one can examine, the more accurate
willl be his calculation of the total quantity present in
the body, and his interpretation of the facts. In nhiis case
the occurrence of neurologic leslions makes 1t iImperative
that the brain and spinel cord be sxamined for their lead
contents Too frequently the conclusions are arrived at

in these cnses from wholly inadequate data, and 1 suspect
" that this may have been the case here, In fact, in view
of ¥r. Telepnevts history, and especially in view of the
fact that in recent years he would seem to have had no
significant exposure to lead, 1t appears unlikely that he

PP 3 Vo0 o0 . . . e



Dre Je¢ F, Pestiie

could have had abnormal quantities of lead in his tissues.

It may e that you will be
unable to obtain tissues for enalysis at ocur hends,
However, I should be very glad il you would see what can
be done. We can obtain accurate results on guantities
of tissue between 25 and 100 grams, end if such tlssues
can be sent to us, we wlll examine them promptly end
report our findings with all speed.

With kindest personal regards,
COfdially yours,

RAKRsis fobert A. nehoe, il.D.
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