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Loetor Schlegel:

The vublication of the Proceedings' of the Conference in aAmsterdam in November of
1868, which I was authorized to present to the Archives of Environmental Health,
could not be carried cut in the manner in which it was hoved for by the leaders of
toe Conference, and I found it necessary to abide by the policies of the Archives in
zeveral mattérs, izf anything was to come of our efforts. The Archives operates under
the general oditorial policies of the American Medical associaticn, and these require
that all material presented to them for publication must be reviewed by the Chief
Liditor, the fditorial Board and certain reviewers selectied by them, Their cecislion
23 to publication was final, and while I was shown every courtesy and consiceration
otaerwise, the fate of the individual pavers was essentially in their hands, I think
one will have to admit that this is a proper policy on the part of a distinguished
srofessional journal, and while one's judgment would not always. coincide with theirs,
theirs is the responsibility.

Consequently, I have done what I could to prepare material for publication to conform
to their reguirements, but I have not been free to publish all that was supplied to
we or to degide the fate of certain papers. Yours was considered net to be entirely
cceptable,. as it was, while I did not” feel that I was at liberty to alter it so as
to make it acceptable, even if I could do so, In fact, certain other papers dealt
with xuch the same subject in a satisfactory manner, and it was felt by the reviewers
that it constituted something of a repetition of the observations and experiences oi
other autiors.

I believe it is fair to say that none of us had a full understanding of what wes were
supposed to o, I, for one, as you will remember, gave no paper, but contented
wmyself with presenting some relevant data which had been published elsewhere, Such a
presentation was, of course, not suitable for publication as new data., I do not say
this as a criticism of the arrangements made by Dr, Zielhuis, but rather as a mere
statement of fact. The International Associaticn has not had the means of arranging
meetings of this type at its own expense, and according to any definitive plan,
Conseyuently, this, as well as certain other professicnal meetings have not succeeded
entirely in accomplishing thelr intended purpose. I trust, however, that we have
iearned sometkhing from this experience, and that when we asqemble again, we shall ail
d¢o a better job. I am not proud of my own accomplishment in editing the material of
thils Conference, and I am certainly embarrassed in having seemed to deal in an
arbitrary manner with your wonk and that of others of the group. It would be a
ileasure to have the opportunity to meet with you again under more favorable
circunstances,
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Your paper c¢an be offered for publication elsewhere, with better prospects for its
_acceptance, and I trust that you will do this. If you should wish me to return vour
~manusecriot, I shall be glad to do so.

fCordially‘yours,

Robeért A. Kehoe, M.D.
Professor Emeritus of

Cccupational Medicine.
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