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Edward Porter Williams,

M
R, Edward Porter Williams, Vice-President of the Company, died at 
his country home in Glenville, a suburb of Cleveland, shortly after 
midnight. May 4th. His death was due to heart failure.

Mr. Williams had not been in good health since last September. At that 
time he was taken ill and sought health at the Johns-Hopkins Hospital, 
Baltimore. He was confined there for about six months, leaving for bis home 
last February. He seemed to do well for a time after his return to Cleveland, 
and his family and friends had reason to hope for his ultimate recovery. 
About three weeks ago, however, he began to fail gradually, his life slowly 
ebbing away until his death, May 4th.

With the passing of Mr. Williams, the Company loses a man who was 
wrapped up heart and soul in its welfare and progress—who gave it always the 
best he had in him—who did much to make it what it is today—and who 
through the force of his personality and warm, kindly nature, built up for it 
connections that formed enduring foundations lor the great business structure 
he was instrumental in raising.

Probably no man in the Company was so close to the workers in the ranks 
as Mr. Williams, He was never too busy to stop for a warm handclasp and 
a kindly chat with the old timers—the men and women he used to know more 
intimately when the factory in Cleveland was much smaller than it is now, and 
when those at the head had greater opportunities to know the employees per­
sonally. There are many in the factory today who regard his death as a per­
sonal loss.

In private life Mr. Williams was much loved by all who knew him. He 
was intensely devoted to his family: his nature and disposition were such that 
he made friends readily, soon endearing himself to those with whom he was 
associated. He was never happier, never more truly contented, than when 
making others happy, doing what he could to lighten the burden of those on 
whom the trials of life bore heavily.

His standing in the community and the interest he always maintained in 
the affairs of his native city are well described in the account of his death
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and the brief sketch of his life which appeared in The CIceland Leader of 
May 5th:

Surrounded by the members of his family, Edward Porter Williams, Vice-President of 
The Sherwin-Williams Company, passed away at his residence on the Lake Shore boule­
vard. Glcnville, early yesterday morning after an illness of heart trouble dating from last 
September. His death was not unexpected.

The passing of Mr. Williams marks the dose of a most successful business career, 
and at the same time deprives the city of one of whom the general public esteemed 
highly. Prom the time of his ascension in the business world he has played such 
an important part in the progress of the city that his death is, in a sense, a public loss.

The illness of Mr. Williams was of little more than six months duration. When his 
heart first showed signs of weakness lie recognized the importance of giving his case 
immediate attention, and spent some time away from the city in search of change that 
would benefit him. Later he returned to Cleveland and took up his residence at 
Glcnville where he has a country home. Gradually his condition grew worse until late 
last Sunday night there was no hope for his recovery, and earjy yesterday morning he died.

Mr. Williams was sixty years of age. He was born in Cleveland May to, 18+3. 
At the age of sixteen years he was graduated from the Cleveland public schools. 
A year later he entered Hudson College, later known as Western Reserve University, and 
was graduated in 1864. Immediately upon the conclusion of his college career he entered 
the army, enlisting in the Eighty-fifth O. V'. I. and remained with the command until the 
close of the war.

When he returned from army life he began the manufacture of glass at Kent, O., 
where he built up a successful business. In 1870 he decided to return to Cleveland, 
and he joined forces with H. A. Sherwin in the manufacture of paints, oils, etc., and 
the firm later developed into The Sherwin-Williams Company.

Until several years ago Mr. Williams was vice-president of the Chamber of Com­
merce, and he was extremely active in the reform movements which have distinguished 
that body. At the time of his death he was a member of the chamber, though his illness 
prevented him from taking an active part in the work of the organization. He was iden­
tified with the following institutions: The Society fur Savings, Cleveland Telephone
Company, Hank of Commerce, National Association, Bankers' Surety Company, and 
Western Reserve University. He was a member of the Union, Rmvfant, Country, and 
University clubs and the Castalia Pishing Club.

Mr. "Williams is survived bv a wife and four children. They are K. M. Williams, 
L. M. Williams, Mrs. Abram trarlielil, and Mrs. A. D. Baldwin.

Mr. Williams lived a useful, successful life. As a business man he was 
full of the energy, zeal and perseverance so necessary to the attainment of the 
highest success. His most prominent characteristic was thoroughness—he 
had the power and ability to gTasp things in their detail and to carry them 
through unyieldingly to a successful completion. In the earlier days when the 
business was small and its founders were laying plans for its growth and de­
velopment, he was always found at the wheel guiding and shaping the policies 
of the Company, working here and there—in the office, in the factory-doing 
the purchasing—selling goods—in fact lending a hand wherever he could do 
most to further the interests of the little business. Oftentimes he was found in 
overalls working side by side with the men in the mixing and grinding rooms— 
helping with hand and head to establish the high standard of quality which he 
always fought hard to maintain. It is small wonder that the older employees 
loved him—that they entertained for him the highest feelings of respect and 
fellowship.

There are few men who go through life leaving behind them the same 
footpaths of loving remembrance and good deeds done as Edward Porter 
Williams. May he rest in the peace that he so well earned.



EPWABP PQJOTER ffTLLTAMS

£dmrd Porter Killian, aon of Kllllam Killian and Laura Pitch 

Killian, wee bora la Cleveland, Ohio, “ay 10, 1345. He wa» the next 

to the youngest in a largo faaily - eight children, four boyB and four 

girla. The too oldest chirldren of Williaa Killians were of a formr 

■ arriaga, the first wife hewing ben Lacy Pitch Killian, sister of Ed- 

eard Porter 111 Hands Bother, Laura.

The house where Edward Porter Killians was born stood on Euclid 

Avenue, in Cleveland, just share East Sixth Street is today. In faot, |

when Bond Street, ae it was then called, wee pat through by the city,

the house was ton does to sake way for the lwprorennt. The Killian

fere extended eastward as far aa Erie Straa (Beat Ninth Street today)

and there wee a large garden, in the rear of the house extending through

to Superior Avenue, along which there appnre to have been a fence end

grape arbor. The story is told of children playing along that fence,
' !

and hives of honey bans, which attacked the invaders in their usual 

painful fashion. All the’Killians children hipped with work about the 

house and fare, and whereas the older boys worked seat with the hors**, 

it regained to Edward, the youngest boy,, to frequently ears for the cow 

and her stable - aha being pastured in tbs good grass along Etie Street 

to the east of the house.

Edward Williaee* first school experience cane in a kindergarten 

conducted in the baseaent.of the Methodist Church, directly across 

mclld Avenue from the Willi ana house, where the Colonial Arcade entrance 

in today. However after a year, he ohanged to regular grade school, and 

attended the Rockwell School, ultimately Agoing jroa that to the Cleveland 

High School on the corner of Euclid Evonne and Erie Street, from which 

ho graduated In 1M69.
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Apparently be was extremely physically active all during his boy­

hood days, and while always saall of stature, he was nevertheless quiek. 

The Harveys liTed next door to the west, and the Cushings lower down 

on Euclid ATenne (where the Hay Co., store is now) and there are may 

stories of games and pranks with his own large family aa well as those 

of the neighbors - Henry Harvey, Kirk Cashing, Hark Hanna, who lived

around the cdrner of Erie Street on Prospect Avenue, fill Gaylord, George
A

and Mary Benedict, and many others.

One spring tiIlian Williams had his house painted - white as usual.

The gang of children were interested of course, and when the painters

had left, a gleaming white surface was left, simply asking to be marked

up. Pencils and rusty nails were found, and each child made drawings

on the new and damp white clapboards. William Williams appeared coming

up Euclid Avenue in the late afternoon, and the children promptly vanished

to their own yards, leaving Edward and his brother, Charles, and sister

Lucy to meet their father. Lucy at once told her father that she had

done it all, but he payed no attention to her, simply asking his bcya

to come to the barn with him* it is reported that before he finished,

the boys were dancing around in lively fashion, smarting after the

punishment inflicted upon them.

At another time young Edward, attempting to elude one of the bigger

children in the group, fell out of the loft in the burns his yells could 

be heard down to the Public Square, but he was unhftrt. One day he and 

Henry Harvey were boxing on the Williams front porch - carefully follow­

ing some rules that they had found. Chadss Williams, one of Edward*a 

r v^eEidW brothers, campe up and asked to take part. He promptly went to

it, and knocked out young Edward and Henry, who, upon coming to, complained 

that he didn't play according to the rules) they never asked Charles to 

km sitta then again!
■ ■ ......................... 'V
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Another favorite gene awing the boys on Euclid Avenue was "shlnney", 

played with a ball and sticks not unlike a field-hockey stick. One 

day, in a stiff skirmish, Edhard, being short, got hit in the face aitb 

on* of- the sticks, and his nose was broken. It was set by old Dr.

Srastos Cushing, who lived down the Avenue. Iotmg Kirk Cushing was 

completing his medical studies at the time, and he used to pay Edward 

Williams fifty cents a time to let him listed to his heart action, be­

fore and after exercise. Icedless to say, Idward was particularly popu- 

.tiit. iiiw -umainau uuou i.x leuus^ "xhBeuTabexy after encirpajiaunri—nr;

Kirk Cushing later married Edward's oldest half-sister, Betsey.

Whereas young Williams had been sent to the Methodist kindergarten 

across the street, the family were nevertheless Presbyterians, and every 

Sunday the cliildren attended Sunday School at the Old Stone Church on 

Public Square. Sunday games were limited, as to activities in those 

days, but occasionally the boys would escape across Superior Avenue and 

down to the lake, where a good beach node excellent bathing.

In 1660 Williams, having graduated from high school, entered Western 

Heserve College, in Hudson, Ohio, from where he graduated in the class 

of 1864* While in college, he became a member of the Alpha Delta Phi 

fraternity, end it was during bis college days that the attended a 

fPaternity convention in Utica, Raw fork, with his classmate, Prank 

Plant, and there amt Plant's cousin, Mary ^wiis Mason, whom he ultimately 

married.

Immediately upon graduation from collage, Williams and his brother 

Charles enlisted in Company B, of the 85th Ohio Volunteers, and was sent 

to Camp Chase in Columbus, where the volunteers were guarding rebel 

prisoners of war. The term of enlsitment in these volunteer companies 

was short, end it ran out while Williams was still in Columbia, but re­

gardless of this, the army did not let them out, and the Williams brothers
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at tee tine.

Following the nr, Killians returned to civil life, end. acre site
♦ I

ons nf tale altere and hie brother Cherias to live in lent* Ohio* where

ha founded the fire of Pay, Killians It &>lj Glaseaaicers, in partnership 

with hie brother Charles, and e wan named Edward Day. hay later became

trip* were taken to Utica, and to Hew Hartford, I.I., where Mery Louie 

Mason live, and on July 22, 1869, she end Edward Killians were nerrlad, 

and case to live In Lent.

In the following year. It wee apparent that tee glean business 

could not support the threw partners and their fsmiliea. A serious 

Failure was avoided by Edvard Iftilieas withdrawing froa the flnr, leevlnii 

It to. Xdnard Day and Charles WilUaie; Edward roved to live in Clovulaad 

with tala wife* and tala father built bin a house in Case Avenue, now

Eaet 40th Street* Upon coning to Cleveland, Vlllians put the two thousand

Henry Shsrvia, under the nans of Shervia, Killians, 4 Co., and

started out in the paint business. A few years later Charles Williams 

also roved to Cleveland to become vice President and General Manager 

of the Cleveland Box Co., then a subsidiary of the growing young and 

newly for rod corporation, She Sherwin-Ulliaws Company.

Uliana* hrothsr-ln-lsy, by narrying his older sister Laura. Kunaireus

oollera of capital saved froa the glass company Into a with
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' » ' Paint rack in store of S.W.P. Agent 0. M, Spettigue, Honesdale, Pa., 22 feet long by 
12 feet high. When filled will hold 1400 gallons of paint.

The Varnish Campaign is Booming.
BY L. J. FASQUEllE

SHE varnish battle is now well 
:i j under way. The prelim- 

inary skirmishes have been 
i» uniformly successful and the 

reports from the different Divisions 
show that “where there’s a will there’s 
a way."

A careful record is kept of the work 
done on each territory with special 
reference to varnish sales. A special 
report is in course of preparation 
which will show just how every dealer 
and agent stands on our varnish 
proposition.

This report will be carefully checked 
up and the attention of each represent­
ative called to the situation in his 
territory.

So far every representative has

shown great interest in our “ First 
Varnish Campaign.” In every battle 
some are harder fighters than others 
and some territories have greater pos­
sibilities than others, but every point 
will be taken into consideration in 
judging the work done and the results 
will tell us who are the varnish sales­
men of the Company.

The varnish competition report for 
the past month is full of intense 
interest and most remarkable for the 
number of representatives who are 
bunched in the race.

The promoting work with painters 
is in full swing and if our representa­
tives will take advantage of the talking 
points it offers, many new varnish 
agencies must be the result.
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84 THE CHAMELEON.

Manufacturing Department.
Plant Number One, Cleveland*

We are glad to announce the ap­
pointment of Mr. F. W. Mallard as 
master mechanic of Plant Number 
One to fill the position recently va­
cated by Mr. K. J. Moore. Mr. 
Mallard is a mechanical and electrical 
engineer, graduate of Cornell Univer­
sity, and has had an extended prac­
tical experience in power plants. We 
bespeak for him the hearty co-opera­
tion of all with whom he may be 
associated.

Plant Number Two, Chicago.
Although we are turning out a larger 

number of orders than formerly, we 
find it difficult to hold our own. 
There has been an unusually large 
amount of new business coming in 
and, being unexpected, we were not 
prepared to meet it.

We realize more than ever the vast 
undertaking we have set out to ac­
complish. Notwithstanding all this, 
we expect in the near feature, when 
fully equipped and the plant running 
at full capacity, to be prepared to fill 
all orders promptly.

The demand for new colors coming 
in from the Sales Department has 
kept those in the chemical and experi­
mental laboratories busy, using every 
effort to keep ahead of the times, and 
results from this department are most 
gratifying.

We are in receipt of a pianola, 
presented to the club room by the 
Company. It is very much appreci­
ated by all.

Plant Number Three, Montreal.
The additional changes at our 

Varnish Factory are progressing satis­

factorily, but are liable to be hindered 
by the carpenters’ strike which is 
now on.

We had the pleasure of a visit from 
Mr. Beardslee and Mr. Cottingham 
during the past month.

The plans of our new factory and 
warehouse leave nothing to be desired. 
Every need, as far as can be antici­
pated, seems to have been considered 
and provided for, and we can look 
forward to a number of years at least 
with ample manufacturing facilities 
and storage capacity for our increas­
ing business.

Plant Number Four, Newark.

The equipment in our new build­
ing, after many delays, is at last com­
plete. This installation, consisting of 
five 30 in., four 21 in. and two 16 in. 
mills, provided especially for the C. 
& M. trade puts us in a position to fill 
orders more promptly than we have 
been able to do in the past. The 
equipment is up to the usual standard 
of excellence and presents a handsome 
appearance.

We find ourselves in better shape 
to take care of the Spring business 
this year than ever before. Our 
stocks are large and well assorted, and 
we are getting out orders with a 
promptness satisfactory to our cus­
tomers and ourselves.

The electric sign reading, “Largest 
Paint Makers in the World,” put up 
on the front of “A” building,facing the 
river and the Pennsylvania and D. L.& 
W.Railroads, is causing considerable 
comment, and is proving itself to be 
a most valuable advertising feature.
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