S TO

FROM

SUBJECT

ETHYL CORPORATION

INTER-OFFICE
CORRESPONDENCE
Drs Ve lachle ADDRESS Wew York
Ae Jo Baldwin ‘ ADDRESS Eastern Region
Alleged'Leaa Poisoning Case ;i“mhm | DATE March 20, 19L7

E2E
Lk e

iie are attaching hereto the entire file on the above subject case,
which includes the following -

1.
2e

3e
lie

AJB:G
Enclse

Cover letter irom Stu Forbese

fttorney Penrose Hertzlerts letter of Merch 12, 19L7.
Statement of Irwin J. Yoder, dated Qctober 21, 1946.
The Ieading Hospital Operative Record, signed by John
Spanmuth, dated July 26, 19L6.

The Brym Mawr Hospital Clinical Laboratory Report.
signed by lax M. Strumis, HM.De., dated July 11, 1971«6.
Letter %o Pennaes Te & Fe Mute Cas. Inse. Co., signed by
Ce Ce Norton of Wilson Adjustment Bureau, dated
February 28, 19L7.

Very truly yours,




R ST RO SN I

ETHYL CORPORATION

INTER-OFFICE _ T

s

CORRESPONDENCE

1o Mr. M. A. Taylor ADDRESs New York

FROM S. Forbes ADDRESS Philadelphia
SUBJECT Alleged Lead Poisoning Case DATE March 17, 1947

Attached heresith please find the file con-
cerning an alleged lead poisoning case forwarded by
vir, Penrose Hertzler, attorney for the Pennsylvania
T. & F. Mubt. Cas. Ins. Co. This insurance company is
Handlan a suit entered againust the St. John's Cemetery

Company. actlcn with the death of Nr.—

As you will recall I forwarded a preliminary
letter on the above a few days ago. It was my thought
that perhaps our Hedical Department can be of some
assistance to Mr. Hertzler. The case, in my opinion,

is a little bit silly but nevertheless Attorney Hertzler
will probably have to produce an expert opinion on the
subject when the case is presented to the referese for

hearing.
Very truly yours
S. FORBES

Sif:a

@ e M@Q@QM&%&@"
M@’ﬁ% ' m@n&i@‘m@hw
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LAY OFFICES
zoo\‘naﬂ.«»‘:‘rpneo STREBT
POTTSVILLE, PA.

PENROSE HERTZLER.
E. MAC TROUTMAN

Mareh 12, 1947

Stuert Forbes, Assistant Division Manager
Ethyl Corporation

123 South Broad Street

Philedelphia 9, Pennsylvania

Dear HMr. Forbes:

In re: NN (oo :.) vs. st. John's
' Cemetery Company, Ince.

It was a pleasure to sese you on Monday last in re the
abovee.

We are enclosing herewlth copy of the statement of the co-
worker of the clalmant's decedent, a copy of the operative find-
ings given by Dr. John Spannuth under date of July 26, 1946, a
copy of the report of Dr. Strumia to Dr. lieharg of July 11, 1946
and a copy of the report of the investigator of February 28, 1947
for the reason that 1t incorporates the report of Dr. Relnhold
and the further report on the condition of the claimant!s decedent

by Dr. Spannuth subsequent to his discharge from the hospital on .

June 12, 1846.

We appreclate very much the courtesy you extended to us and
for your statement that your company will be glad to cooperate
and possibly can supply Dr. Kehoe as a witness for us in the
event we are unable to rule out the use of Ethyl gasoline and,
as we told you, at this date we are not prepared to do so becausa
the operator of the local station sold both Atlantic White and
Ethyl gasoline to the Cemetery Assoclation, the latter presum-
ably for use in the truck operated by the claiment's decedent.

Very truly yours,
B - FA"
N As . SN e S
N \’/,E_,&ij,?_&ru ; \Lg/
7

H:MAH é

KE 0016414
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Cctober 217 1%460

_ ‘ . i
, Irwin J. Yoder, 172 N. 3ra St., Hamburg, Fa., state I am 52 years
I 2.€, warriec ana cuplo,ed by St. John's cemetery Co.y Inc., Hamburg,
Ta., sinuce April L, 1:45, as an assistant caretaxer, whicn consists
(el Lg‘hteruuce of e feour cemeteries they operate, which includes the
2 cs, ete. At time I startedvzorﬂ the man under whose

110 ‘also preformed the same tyne of work, was

_ G State ut., Famburg, Fa. He then was evidently
tny cbnc1tlon, anc e made no complaints. Graves were
nte poqetlme in April 1546 we mowed the grass at the #1
& DOWED [MOWerX, ana‘ﬂ61denhammer using a hana HOWET,
tnis in ‘& rushing manmer. It took about two or two
y& to mow this. flcut after this he. started to complain
soout feelins weak in his legs, and sort of broken down. Sometxme in
Jure 1945 iy . elployer turned over to us for use a Power Cperated Grave
aloocr, which fad several ﬂttacnxepts with it for digging, cutting,
tanipin. , etc. This is a one man operatea machine, the pow@r being Dby
sesoline, fuel, a low srage of gasoline being used as prescrlbea, it
veln. wixea witn & Lortion of oll. This édqol;ne used .was g witite in
coler. . hile tine fuel receptacle held abcut two quarts, only generally
cie Luart of fuel was in the “eceptaclg at a time asg not more tnan that
Wa&S nceded [or Tue brepdratlon of a grave. The spark to fire tae one
;yar< slug was Irom a port:b.e battevy The tco¢ attacned to this digger
Wit operatled 0y compression. When a srave clzging wss to be prepered,
Tie god and first Qi gings were by hand, iie ¢igger nct being used until

cl;c;ng‘became more cifficult. This dizger 1s handled entirely by hand.
ot riret snd for a nort while m coperated it, woraing himself,
o

2r¢ Lutn we sotn ¢perated it, worsing togetner, e used the dioger only
r zcuil size :PJV<~- This is termed a tarcc z&s Hammer. An acult
Jizve 1s oj feel Geep abcut 37 incihes wide and 7 feet or better in
lengtin. Graves were prepsrec in the open, tne only exceztion beins when
Ti€ Wedlhnerl sucn & rain or snow was falling when a tent cover was
€ieCtleC over the prlace where grave wag being _repared wh.ch had tie
elieg anc enas open. Tne high center was abcut six feet abcve surface
¢iG tie sices about three or four off surface. This uge of cover was
geicon. SN Cic the laying cut of grave digging plans. Yearly,
Lnere were an averasze of 50 graves all tola, but now that was divided
Letween adults and smaller sraves, I do not know, but adult grsves were

in toe majority. At any time that I used this digger with_
felt ne ill effects from its use and &t ne tLime did Vieldennaniel mnaxke

(¥}

laint of or show eny ill erfects
yees tut cccasicnally extra ewuln

,.\
2
o]
s

and I were the only
o ed temgorarily to

€L ”ne We were exira busy. The BI epcrcylcn of an adult Lrave
suineC an entire cay of eignt nours, sndg sometimes an extira several

s

S

-1

[N

S0 M O
-

QO

ol e I

»
+

ckye01ally i1 tue grave wes walled. Cur worx weex is 535 days of

(O

[4k
,F.
S

’

. with the excegtion Leing wihen there are funerals on Seturcay

noons.  (n occaésicns several sraves were prepared on successive
Frow riret time velcenhamuer complained of physical difficulties,

i€ continued to comrlain occasionally and cut down cn hie activity

Lut cane cutl Lo work regularly. hHe cdid mot to mwe at any time incicate

M

w
.

S e e




ontinued ‘ L

iculty was by naming any disease. The last time tna
f ecsisted in ylep;ring a grave when the gascline
& 1O prepire the grave ¢l Lrs. Balthase:
ld‘tgt .Lt- WeE S ﬁ ftl’ “4‘{461‘ that tlldt
tc work anymore. I learned that he had
< gart of .ay li46 then returned to nis hone for a
eacrittec and Gied there the latt er part of July 19246.
not hnow just what his disease was. I visited

., hen at hospital during his first stay tnere, but did
to him eas ne was having a bloed ur¢r5fu510n not discussing

L2Ve you re:zc tuls stetement of 4 pages and is it correct?

/s/ Irwin J. Yocder

KE 0016416




THE READING HOSPITAL

: e PIRATIVE EECCKD
liates _- ' : Date: 7-26-40 ‘
Coce: &
Freoperative diagnosis: qy ern@molyQ1s. Splenic anemia.
ros pefatlve Gld&nCSIS. same .

Sur.eon: Dr. Rentscnler anesthetist: Dr. ¥Woodbridge
Assisuante: Dr. Racdes, Dr. Liatsko
snestuesia useda: ‘Cyclopropane, ether cocain,

curare

=1
e
=

re operation tegan: 5:10 P.il.

(@)

perations plenectomy
Grees Fatholozical findings

hygertropihy of tne spleen with n\bern@moly31s and very marked
secondary anemid.

Cperative grocecure and suture material used.

-~ left rectus incision wss wace. The patient was in a very serious

cehsrar concition with a hemoglobinéaronna 2% and tne red blood count
arcurd 10C00. There was mursed pallar to all taoe structures inciuding

tne Lowels. The gpleen woe avcut the size of a quart. The pedicle wzs
li.zted¢ in four sections. It was attached posteriorly with small fibrillar
acnesions Lul it was easily brought into the wound and above the surface

I ta€ abdominal well. Reither tie stomach nor the omentum nor the pancreas
wWas ailtacinea 1o tne spleen. Ligation of the pealcle was periormed by the
cuployuwent of sticxk ties of caromic #l catsut. There was no bleeding of
any accoupt. The blecd that was viesible wag watery. There was a small
accegsory bnléen about 1" in diameter. This wes removed without
girriculty. The abdomen was closed in layers. Chromic .2 was used in the
form of a running suture for the 1,erl‘c,oneum. The fascia wes closed with
a running suture of chremic #1 catgute. Approximately & retention sutures
vere employed. FancCaze wss ap&llca. ratient hac tioree gints of blood on [
tne table znd 1o000 cc. of ncrmal saline. : '

Og€ count: None '
xins: None Signature of operator:

o e

97 19

k
3¢

John Epannuth-

KE 0016417
| N19291.04
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TiE BRYN VA%R HOSPITAL
i : Clinical Laboratory
Bryn nawr, Fa.
P Y

Lax i.e Strumia ’ o July il, 1846

Cirectior

Leaain, i
nQS\a .L\eqé

y_,’

Dear Doctor ieharg:-

L _, age ¢4, appears to have had no

illnesses save tyghoid at the age cof six. e has Leen in excellent
nealil until the presept illness. @is first admission to the
nospital was on 5/7,46. At that time he had complained for three
vweeks of weakness and shortness of breath. Ten days before admis-
sion ue noticed jaunaice; ne nsd no welght loss. Cn adaission

in tne hospital he had Jauncice and received rlght transfusions.

.+

It was noted &t cne time tiiat tine urea nl7r056ﬁ in the blood was
40 me. % and on asamission wae hemozlobin was 22%. The fragility
of eL\Lhrccyure wae aecreased (vegan at .5 ana W g8 complete at
..c) ané tue serum bilirubin was elevated (2 mg. on cne occasion).
e wag ciscliar-eda on 8,15/ with a nemoglobin of 52 and readmitted
on tne =3rd witn a similar complaint.. “t‘thls tife he hac a serum
bpilirubin of 4 ag. and the red cell fragility bezan at .5 and was
ccnlete at .4« ile had a severe reaction te a transfusion and
u“e anemo.lobin was lower atter tue transfusion than before.

Tiils patient agpears to nave taken no medicine snd has had no
exgosure to cuemicals witn tue possible exception of exposure to
Lteats Ynis point is at least do.btful. Exposure to gasoline fumes
in tie open Loes not appear to be suff 1c1ent tc cause lead poisoning.
..Cwever, tne report of Dr. Reinhold on the blood leaa conbert, will
clear this point. With these findings and an enlarged spleen, the
alagznosie of newclytic anemia I feel is justified.

I feel that it will be most escsential to give thiﬂ patient only
Zn compalible blood ard I would therefore immediately itype this
potlent as well as the prospective donors. I wouLQvalQo recommend
taat in view oi thne fact tnat this pstient hss great tendency to
Leolysis and that since you use plain citrate as preservative, I
recomienc that you use only blood stored for not more than 48 hours.
I wisn alseo to recommenc that a biological test be carried out before
cacn transfusicn. For this purpose give the patient abcut 100 cec. of “
vlooc and co a serum bilirubin luniediately before and three hours
aifter trenstusion. If there is no suarp increase in the serum
bilirubin level, ycu may xzive the resit of the blood slowly.

KE 0016418
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. eharg B
Ay 1L, lo4s
Jase = 2

The kidney function of this patient should ve carefully
studied since tuaere is a good possibility of damage from previous
newmolytis crisis. A splenectomy, I believe, is acvisable since it is
vile only way we know to caeck hyperaemolysis. The patient's serum
biliruvin and urobilin should be checked daily. Almost invariably
a s ontaneous remission occurs when the serum bilirubin drops to
rorial or uear normal and the urobilin excretion greatly diminishes.
A% tnle time the patient snculd be transfused every aay and when the
nemecglobin is 1 gm. or better, proceed witn the- splenectomy

Jerewltn encloseq please find report of t ne differential blood

The reticulecyte preparation was not satisfactory but the

UnTe.
iculocytes aprear te be greatly increased.

co
e

I will apprecicite very much if you keep me acquainted with the
ccurege cf this patient.

1tq Dest regzras and tuanks for twne opuortunity to see this
iviter “st Ry case, 1 am

Very sincerely yours,

ax &. Strumia, .0

S/ b
€1iC e

KE 0016419




CCPY

Reading,; Penna.
February 283 1947

Penna. T« & Fo iut. Cas. Ins. Coe.
325-233 South 18th Street
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania

Gentlemens—

RE: Claim #148030 - d/a ?/46 ’
vs. St. John's Cemetery Co.

cur file #17145

Referring to Attornej Hertzler's letter of Cctober 14, 1c46,
aadressed to your Lir. Foor, be advised that we belleve we nhave

coverea all the suggestions as concerns the investigation of

this matter. In regerd to Doctor Spannuth and Doctor Je. G. yieharg, we
feel that both of these doctors were more or less giving us the

"prush off" at various times when we called on them. However, we

have rinally been successful in having a short discussion with

Locter J. G. keharg, Hamburg, Pennsylvania. Doctor Leharg steted that
ne wae summoned to tie home of this claimant on February 4, 19406,

and his professional cpinion was that the claimant wds suffering with
an dpfarently bad case of anemia. The doctor confescsed that the Weiden-
LEdimer L“mlly is known in thelr community as being a "peculiar” type of
vamlly. He states that they were on-the “tlgnt" side as far as
finances sre concerned. The doctor was of the opinion that this was

a case beyond his hendling, and since he realized the pecullarlules

of the [ B fomily, and did not want them to condemn him at

a later aa| at he termed "the lack of professional ability," he
persuaded them to allow the claimant to be admitted to the Reading
Hospital. At ‘this time, the Dector called Doctor Spannuth into
consultatibn. The file will show that the claimant was discharged
from the Hospital,; anc then later he was readmitted. At the time of
this last readmittance to the Hospital, the claimant's spleen was
removed, and following this, the‘claimant died.

Doctor keharg states that he did not even have the thought that this
claimant suffered from lead poisoning. He states that Doczors Strumia
ana Spannuth, tue former of the Bryn Iawr Labecratory, discovered the
presence of lead. A Doctor John G. Reinhold, of the Phllacelphla
u@ﬂ&fcl lospital, Philadelphia, Pennsylvaniaj; was also in on this
1atter'0roceaule. Doctor kieharg states that the only nistory he

could obtain as concerns this clalmdnt being in contact with lead,

nad to de with the claimant using the grave digger, which digger was
operated by gasoline. He states that all further gquestioning brought

KE 0016420 - - | |
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Ae TIRBSHERVEN ' Pa;e 2
siut mlaeducl St. John's Cemetery Co. February 28, '47

no evicgence of lead p01son1n5 being connected with tae cialmant's
private life. - Lhen we informed the doctor of the fact that the
;ael used in the grave digger was a Hwhite gas," which contained no
lead; it was. uulte apparent that he was considerably flabbergasted.

HE quemtlonec Dogctor haryg concerning Doctor Strumia's repert of

tne éi ential blood count, and tne doctor stated that he was of

The oPlnfon tnat this report was part of the uoqpltalls Records.
Doctor ..eiarg tien showed us two papers he had, which he peraitted

us to copy. Cne was from Doctor néinhola Ph.Ds; and was cn stationery
Ol the railacelphia General Hospital, PullBGSlPhl&, ennsylvanla.

this regort was nct aatec, out ¢id contain the follow1nb informations

#T fcound 0.087 ng. per liter of urlne (as lead). This
is a high normal of qllmutlj high figure depending upon
thie output of urine during the /4 nour geriod in
guestion. Since it reprequnts a single determination, no
conclusive significance can be assigned to it."

/s/5.G. Reinhold, Ph.D

It is Doctor icharg's opinion that this report was mace on the basis
of urine which was furnished tc Doctor Reinhold, during the
clainsnt's secona stay at the Hospital.

»& ccncerns Doctor Spannuth. Ve realize your need of information
1rom this doctor, and we can assure you that we telepnoned this
coctor's cifice many times and a lso mace several pzrsonal visits
at nisg office. e could never get any ifurther than speaxing to
nis nurse, wpo also acts as nis secretary. Ve realize the fact
et tile doctor is a very busy man, and all of hie work is done
0y appointment only. liowever, we feel that the doctor considers
iicelf s0 important, that an investigator, in his opiniocn, is
rotuing but a nuisance. We have sat in the doctor's office many
times for more tnan an nour at a time, in nopes of gaining an
interview with tine doctor through nis nurse. H:wever, we have
never been successful in having an interview. Ve even had his
nurse ask him when 1t would be a good time to see him. e told
tne nurse that we would be willing to call on the doctor at any
time thet would be convenient to him, either morning, afternoon,
or niznt. <till we have nct had his cooperation. it one time,
tiie nurse was teld by tiie doctor to inform us that "all the records
gpeai for tiemselves.!

C

[

e inforned the nurse that there were several other matters that we
woula like t0 Giscuss with the doctor regarding this case, which
matters were not discussed in the receords. Cn one or two occasions,
tiiis Goctor half-heartedly mace appointments, and when we attempted
1C Keep them, the doctor always found himself unable to Keep tne
appointment. :

A

nce tiie recent correspondence indicates that tne referee's hearing

51
is drawing near, we have still continued in an effort to have a

KE 0016421
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Join's Cemetery Co. - Feb. 23,
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discussion with this doctor, but up to the present writing, we
have not been able to interview him. ¥e will continue with
him. Frankly, if we do not accomplish our mission shortly,

it would zppear to us that an 1nterv1eW‘w1th this doctor is
J:JI'“ctlcally out: of the cuestlon. It would then apgpear- to us
that some unusual strategy would have to bDe followed in an
effort to €ee him. Ve know Tll well, that if we ever would

te able to talk with him, that we WOUlu never be able to obtain
a statement from nlm.

as concerns, Doctor Strumia's report of the differential Hood
ceunt. anc all the laboratory findings on this claimant, be
aav;sed that we heave reguested the Record Librarian, to furnish
be with this intormation, but in this matter, we have had no
cooperation. The claimant's widow gave us written permission

.0 oObtain such information. For your information, we‘endeavored
to contact both the hospital record librarian and

Loctor Spannuth on February 27, 1947, but as stated before,

we were not successful.

.28 cencerns r. Foor's letter of February 21, to which was

attachied a copy ¢t Attorney Hertzler's letter addressed to

.I'» Foor under date of February 17, 1¢47, be advised tha

... Yoder, wno worked with the deceased, stated that to his

vest «ncwledge, only white gas was used at all times. Lr. Yoder
staztes he never filled the fuel compartment, but he was sure

that colored gasoline was never useq, since the insured was
instructed never to use anything but white gas when overating the
srave digger. In this respect, we refer you to our report in which
we stated that we called at the gasoline station where all of the
gas that was used by tune insured was purchased. We indicated in our
re_ort that this station informed us that he onlv gas taken away
from the station in containers, was the white gas, which was
supposed to contain no lead. The other type of gas s0ld to the
insured was Atlantic White Flash, which gas was put into the
insured's trucke. '

LT nettlemoyer of the insured, while checklnf hrougn his
rccorcs, Tounc that irs. Daltnaser aied On.nyrll 11, 1846, and
was burled on April 1€, 1¢46. While there is no record as to
tne exact date that her grave was prepared, it naturally would
have been between those two dates. Ilr. Zettlemoyer states that
ne aoes not believe thies grave would have been prepared on the
cate of tnis lady's death, and surely it would not have been
preparec on the date that she was buried. He states that most
lix@ly ti.e grave was prepared on April 15 S, which day was a
.onday, and which was a day and a half prior to the burial.

0016422
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. ° 4. 1HRESHERIBN T . v A
. Lin 5148030 St. John's Cemetery Co. : February 28, '47

As concerns the tuird paragraph of Attorney Ilertzler's letter,
we &are assuming th:t someone representing your Coupany in

fﬂlLacelLﬂld, rennsylvania, is obtaining tne information as

> imia and Docter Reinhold. In answer to the
to weetner the patient was sent to Doctor Strumia
b1d, be advised that we gre confident that the
's S”echenS only weré sent to the doctors. We are
Qtuéﬁ,tlrﬁ to digecover what type of vessel was used to send
tnese s .ecimens and we are attempting to do_ this in such a
wey winicn will not be a lead to tie other side.-

i'e ‘assure you tiat we are truly putting forward our best

efforts to get the information which you are requesting

Tarcuph Attorney Hertzler. Cne cf our representatives w1ll

Le in Pottsville, Fennsylvania, during the week of karch 3, 1947,

and 1f by that time, we nave not developed ail the information
that we are after, we will have a conference with Attorney

Zertzler, and possibly by this conference, we will work out some means
woerety these loose ends cer be gathered together, so that nveIJtnlns
will be in snape for tne referee's hearing.

Tne report which Doctor lieharg hacd in his possession which was
from Loctor qp:.nnutn and wnich was not dated,; concerned the claimant
after he was aischarged from the Hospital following his first visit.

‘ne claimant was first discharged on June 12, 1946. Ve guote
tiis report:

"Zes improved nicely since administration of cal-

cium 'lucovate and nematlmlc agents. Calcium given

on DEsis ¢f suspected lead poiscning (used a hasmer in
nis work powered Dby E,a':ol:.:ne) Had a transfusion on

June 8, 1846. Blood count on June 10 Showed 55 Hbg.

¢ .25 r b ¢ - getting calcium glucovate gr. XXX © 1 4
and ferrous sulpnmte gr. 3 t i b. Believe caleium admini-
stration can be stopped if milk - 1 gt. caily is used

for a time."

/s/Spennuth
w€e snall keep you advised of all developments as they occur.
Very truly yours,
WILSN ADJUSTEENT BURLAU
C. C. Norten

Cis/neg
cc: altorney Fenrose Hertzler
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