" March 29, 1938

Mr, L, H, Wiggers

Hanager, Insurance and Real Estate Dept.
‘The Procter and Gemble Company
Cincinnati, OChio

Dear Hr, Wiggersi=

-

| Having gone over the £4 .
which you left with me on the case of
I find that a number of gusstions rals n my lescter

of January 13th te Mr., C, W, Sagehorn have not been
snswered adeguately. The medieal record, especially,

18 lacking in certailn essential items of information.

On the other hend the additional facts now available

to me, streng’che%se of the clalmant qulte
materially. Hr, developed some type of intoxie
cation within twenty-four hours after the exposure
oceasioned by the firs, He had pain in the chest and

a cough on the day after his allsged injury; and on the _
following day he had headache, nasusea, vomiting, abdominal
paing headache. Thils condition progressed and terminated
fatally in about ten days, with the eliniecal evidences of
an acute toxie nephritis, and a berminal pulmonary adema,
The nephritis may have been of the infectious type, but
such clinicai data as are given suggest that the condition
was toxie réther than infseblous, The nausea, vomiting,
abdominal pain and the jaundice (terminally) suggest the
oc#urreace of 1liver damage, eand the terminal pulmonary
edema nggest demage to the heart muscle. All of this
‘piature is compatible with the effects of the inhalation
of relatively hizh concenbrations of carbon tatrachloride
and 1t would take mnch,better evidence than 1s available
to dlsprove that dlagnosis, Thers is little or no indi-
ea%ionhbhat dangerously high concentrations of phosgoae or
of hydrochlorlc acld were presant, but there 1s reason to
balieve that this‘man may have Inhaled feirly high councen=
tratians of carbon-tetﬁaenlcride over a periocd of twentye
five to thirty‘minute@. He may have worked so c¢lose %o
the motor as to breathe higher concentrations of the vapor,
and for a longer peryod of time than d1d the other meng or
he may have done Somewhat heavier work and thus may have
breabhad more deeply, 1. e. a greater volume of the vapor,
ﬁhan bhe othersy or he may have been less resistant to the
vapor, by reason of . previous danmage (alcoh&lic or otherwiss)
to his liver, kidneys and elreulatory systam. In any case
the story of the incidant does not jusﬁify the conclusion
that. significant exposure to carbon tetrachloride did not
oarur, while the onset and course of the 1llness, in the




absence of satisfactory information to the contrary,
Justify the bellef in a cause and effect relationship
between the suspected exposure and desth, Incidentally
if half 2 gallon of carbonetetrachloride were evaporated
% ong time and pvenly distribubed into a room of the
b ‘the emmeen tration in all pﬂrts-of‘vhe room

I return your file herewith,

Very trﬁly yoursy
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RiK31s o Robert A. Kehoe, H.D.
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