June 25, 1928

::rd i—:u ‘n"- hebb,

c/o Ethyl Gasoline Corp.,
25 Broadway,

Hew York City.

¥y dear lir. Webb:

I have your letter of June 22 enclosing
gour correspondence with Dr. Calingaert and also the report of
Dr, Schoenlebsr. Trom what we know of the Yonkers Laboratory
otner than what Dre. Calingaert has stated, I am inclined to be
very skeptical about any relationship of lead to the illness of
Yr . GENEEP:nd the other man who works in the ssame capacity.

”hg symptoms of illness which have been described in connectlion
with this man are by no means specific, and a diagnosis of early
tetraethyl lead polsoning must needs be made only after the most
careful consideration. There are so many other things which can
produce wealkness, loss of appetite, and subnormal blood pressure
that I should find myself quite unable to make a dlagnosis of
lead intoxication from these symptoms of it. However, 1t is
bvious that in the presence of certain hazards coennected with
uagdling tetraethyl lead it i1s best to regard any illness as
due to the oeccupation, unless one can find very good reasons
for believing otnerwise, for the reason that one must always
re ard the safety of there men as the most important function
of an industrial physician I can sympathize, therefore, with
Dr. Schoenleberts efford to bring about a critical examination
the conditions under which Enese men are wovking. I do not,
however, share his feeling that the man's condition may be con-
sidered as due in all likelihood to the absorption of lead. I
have geveral reasons for feeling this way, reasons which it is
not immed*ately necgessary to discuss.

‘ Under these circumstances and perticu-
la*rly ifr Iér,nhas any anxiety about his condition, I
bglieve it would be sdvisable if he made a vislt to Cincinnati
and remained here for sufficient time so that we could not only
b#ve him a careful physical examination but make such laboratory
tests as would make it possible to arrive at a diagnosis and
either convict him of having symptoms due to lead asbsorption,
or definitely rule out that possimility. It is not well to
allow things of this sort to go on in the hope that they will
turn out all right. However, if any suspicion attaches itself
té the hygienic condltlons of the Yonkers Laboratory sonme very
embarrassing situations might arise.

We have from time to time inspected the
Yonkers laboratory and have gone into the question of care in
handling fluld and gasoline repeatedly, and we have no reason
to believe that precautions have not heen well taken. I think,
however, the next time I am in the East I will meke it a point




S S RS-

o P — Amlég%
Be We We #2 6/25f28 T ——

P - . i ' LT

to visit the laboratory unannocunced and carefully look into

certain of their procedures. If you have any reason to feel
that this should be done at once please let me know. However,

I have no immediate worry about the manner of handling hazards
tlﬁh& Yonkers laboratorye

If the above suggestion meets with your
approval I would sugsest that we be notified a day or two in
advance of Ur, coming in order that I may be certailn
to be present ; 1ves. It will not be necessary for
him to go to a hospital t he can spend his time very confort
abiy at a hotel for for ight to lseventy two hours while we
ara mkaing the necessary observations,

I do not know by what processes of

bxémination Pr, %choenleber and hils associates have arrived

' the conclusion set forth in the report and it is perhaps
*oQ early to speak authoritatively about such o matter, but I

cag not .but wonder whe 1% is good policy to have employees

£ the Corporation care r by mén who srrive at conclusions
opwghis importanee on v soomd o me L0 be scanty information.
does not 3ustify suah a. quesuion in
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I would appreciate inowing what

Very truly yours;
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