October 20, 1937

Hr., Jo A. Costells -

Ethyl Gasoline Corporation

Room 50l-Rhodea=Haverty Bldg.
Peachtreee«Forsyth.Willlams Street
Atlanta, Georgla

Dear HMr, Gbstelloz-

. Replying to your letter of
October 1llth, this is to acknowledge recelpt of the
ssmples of water from the well at Dalsy, Ceorgla.
%o will analyze the samples for their lead content
and the results will be reported later for your
informetion. , 4

The contamination of drinking
water with gesoline has occurred in a number of ine
stances in varilous parts of the country. Y%e have had
occasion to examine several persons and to make several
anglysea on water 80 conteminated. Without entering
into a lengthy dlscussion of the matter, 4%t may be sald
that the most serlious difficulty to be anticipated is
from the gasoline in the waster, If water contaminated
with gasoline is used for drinking purposes, illness
may result to varylng degrees, dependent upon the quantity
of gesoline taken and the period of time over which the
practice continue, For example, we have seen one woman .
who drank water that tasted. strongly of gasoline, who
developed an acute gastro=intestinal irritation with
dilarrhea and profound weakness, She also developsd
conslderable general nervous system disturbance, all
of which was; the result of ingestion and absorption
of gasoline, In genoral 1t may be sald that the
quantitles of lead involved here are so small, while
the guantitiles of gasoline are so relatively large,
that one would not expect te see injury from the lesd.
Apparently, however, even the distributors of gasoline
do not reslize how toxic a material it really is. The
ingestion of even small quantities of gasoline can produce
very serious demage to the alimentary trsct, and can also
produce general symptoms which may resemble drunkness
from alcohol, or which may ;roduce a state of extreme
irritebility and excitatlon,

The contamination of a well

18 a serious matter for it is perticularly difficult
to get rid of the gasoline so as to meke the water
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potable eventuallye I Ethink, therefore, that i,
HeGooley wrs wise lu advising that the well be
abandoned and £41led 4n, for 1% will probably be
months befors the water would be satisfactory for

use agzain, 1f evers In this instence the leak must
heve been cloze to the well since the wster contained
conaiderable quantities of colored gesoline. In our
pravicug experisnge, the gascline has had to leach
through the ground for a conslderable distance before
reaching the water. Undor these conditions it lost
a0t only meat of 1ta color, bub also nost of 1ts load,

Tou would ve wise Hto Inform
the representatives of tha Stanlard 01Y Company that
undey no clreumstoncos shomld they oncourage noople
to drink =ater that tesbes of gasollne, 1INy concone
tration of gasollne that cen be tasted in water is
guffieient Lo produce tHoxic sympboms,

Yory truly vours,

Hobert A. Kohodg iieDe
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