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Vinyl's Recycled Uses

The Unreersity of Toledo study dentified n 00 potential
uses dar recycled pust consumer PYC Same of the leading
products Lo da floor m bleahes covers,
flower pot covers ard iingation pipe

Vinyl and the Environment

» Conservation of natural resources
yinyl s less dependent on petrochercals than any other
plastic in use
crude ail

& cece v by Wost Gerrtae ty toe Packaging
Research found that displacing wayl packaging would
increase the 1otet weight of packaging by 10% and the
eneigy needac 1o groduce aiternalives by al least 40%.

+ Incineration.
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When r ing vinyl 1S not leasibie, 1S fugh ene:g
which 1s midway belween that of wood and coal, can be
recevered viz incineration and converted to steam or
electricity

+ Landfilling. A
Where neither secyciing acr ncimeration of the vinyl produdt B
ts practical, vingl can be salely landfilled Viny} products arg
chemically inerl and stable, and do not leach contaminants
wilo groundwater I tact, landfdt iners are often made ol
wifyi

« Chlorine.
Wiyt won'L harm the atmospteie Once chionng s
piocessed wilo PYC, free chionne gas cannot be kberated
from the product Vinyl products esther moinerated o
landidled do not release chlonne gas nto the atmosphere
Trere s no known conneckion between the depletion ol the
ozone layer and vinyl products

Vinyl and Health

Worker health nazargs due 1o prolonged hegh exposure 10 VCM
were discovered i the late 1970°s bul new manufacturnng -
lechnology has resalved those problems.

winyl proguction facilities are regulated by the Occupatonal
Heallh and Sately Administration. and ali ermissions are
reguiated by the U 5 Environmenial Protection Agency and
teparted under s1ate ond federal law




There has been a 95% reducton in VCM ermissions nauonally
aver the last 20 vears

There i1s virually no residual VCM in tabncated products,
furthermore, vinyl products coming in cortact with food and
drinking water must meet stnngent federal regufations

Vinyl and Fire

Vinyl products are inherently flame-retardant due 10 thesr
chlonne compositon, do not readily igrute. and will not
continue to burn once a flame or heat source 15 removed

Unlike metal ubing, vinyl ¢conduit will not arc or short thereby
reducing the hazard ot fires n fical uses

Vinyt cormnbustion products are not more hazargows than those
produced by many other ¢common materals, both naturat and
synthetg

When it burns, vinyl does release hydrogen chtonde (HCI), but
studies have shown that HCl does not incapacitate or become
dangerous untl it reaches concentrauons much hwgher than
those measured in real fires

For more intarmation on vinyl issues, call the VI's Vinvl
Environmental Resource Center at (B0O) 963-VINYL or wiite
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