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E '._.\ thc summer uf l97l,a ynungd“c.
“we named Willam M, Johnson,
L who had just juined the Divison of

. Ficld Swdis and Clinical Investiga-

. gons of the Department of Health,
Educannn, and Welfane’s National In-
stitute for Dccnpaumal Safety and
Heahth, diicuvend data in the files of
his pmlm:-us .which showed that
grosly eacesive and  dangerous  as-
hesuredust levels had existed for years
in an amusite-ashestos-insulation plant
in Tykr, Texas, owned by the Pites-
burgh Curning Corporation. Realizing
that men working at the plant were in

danger of developing ashestosis—scar-
ring of the lungs resulting from the in-
halation of ashestos fibres—as well as
lung cancer, mesothelioma, and other
malignant ashestos-induced tumors, Dr.

Johnson and the newly appuinted di-
vector of his division, Dr. Joseph K.
Waguner, ok the unprecedented seep
of s«cading the infurmation o Anthony
Mazzancchi, the dirccror of thie Legis-
lative Department of the Oil, Chemi-
eal, and Awwinic Workers International
Union, which represented the sixty-
three workerss at the factory. At Maz-
zocchi's request, 1De. Johason and sev-
eral of his assactstes from the division
conducted a survey of the Tyler plant
in Octeber of 1971 which showed that
dust levels there were far in excess of
the federal standard (twelve ashestos
fibres per cubic centimetre of air) ; that
ashestosis was already afflicting seven
of the “workers there; and that since

1954, when the factory opened, a totl
of cight hundred and, mnuy-ﬁ\c men
had been cemploved there in conditions
that pesed grave danger to their health.
In the meantizne, Mazzocchi and ather
trade-union leaders, supported by Dr.
Irving ], Selikeoff, wha is the dircctor of
the Mount Sinai School of Medicine's
Emironmental  Sciences  Labdrtory
and a puncer in the field of madern as-
hestens cpilemiology, had been urging
Scerctary of Labor fames 1), Hodgsan
e declare an emergencey standard for
eceupational exposure to ashestos of two
fibres per cubic centimetre of air. How-
ever, in spite of the fact that Dr.
Selikoff and Dr. E. Cuyler Haminond,
whe ix vice-presitlent for epidemiology
and statistics of the American Cancer
Sacicty, had provided incontrovertible
evilence that one out of five ashestos-

insulation workers was dying of lung ‘Eﬁ? . -

cancer, and that almost half of these
men were dring of suine form of as-

It-THAT DUST HAS ATE US UP

_bmm duca’t Scerctary Hodgson, ap-
parently scarching for some middle

ground that he hoped would misfy
hoth industry and labar, declared 2
temparary cmergency standard of fve
fibres per cublic centimetre in December
of 1971, Another indication that the
government was sceking 2 compromise
between the well-being of workers and
the interests of industry came when the
Departinent of Labar's Occupational
Safety and Hecalth Administradon,
which has the mqnms'h’luv for enfurc-
ing the provisions of the' Occupan-mal

‘Safety and Health Act of 1970, in-

spected the Tyler plant late in. No-
\umher of 1971, as a resule of- Dr.
Johnson's n-pnrt that a critical occupa-
tionil-health situation  existed there.
Althuugh major deficiencics in  the
factory’s ventilation system constituted
scrious violations of the Act—thos
Jikely to resule in disal'ﬂity or death—
the Administeation chose to consider
them as nonserious, and fined Pitrs-
burgh Corning just two hundred and
ten dollars,

There has since been considerable
eculatin fn . government circls,
amung trade unions, and within the in-
dqwndcnt medical and scientific com-
munity about the Jenient attitude adop-
ed by the Occupatonal Safety and
Health :\dmxmnramn toward  Pites-
burgh Coaining after the November
srvey. Apologists for the Adminisera-
tion claim that hecaise the Sccretary
of Labor announced the emergency
standand for ashests after the survey
was conducted harsher penalies might
have-béen interpreted as unfair harass-
ment of the company. Some pevple say
that, with the Administration in the
process of redefining safety and health
standards for workers, the regional in-
spectors in Dallas had received no clear
guidelines  frum  Washingron - about
over-all pulicy and, fearful of exceeding
their authority, were simply trying to
muddle through an administrative vac-
uum; Other obscrvers foel that the
Administration was reluctant to invoke
the letter of the law in the case of the
Occupational Safety and Health Act,



e tgohave done s would have 100

Hpened a Pandora’s box of health viola-

. tewns in arher industrics, which the Ad-

siinisteation was ll-quipped to handle,
gnee it had only forty industrial hygi-
enists to enforce standands in some four
1w workplaces. And still otlwrs, in-
awang Mazzocchi, befieve that the
Administration’s  people  were  highly
embarrmassed by the Nagonal Institute
of Occupadonal Safety and Health ne-
port on the Tyler plant, which puinted
up the Department of Labor’s failure to
enforce the standards of the Wabh-
Healey Act at the factory after a de-

rument i

the Administratin'’s people were hop-
ing that if they slapped Pinshurgh
Coming lightly on the wrist with snme
nonserious violations the wholce affair
would Blow over.

Whether the truth lies in any one of .

these theories or, as seems more lkely,
in a combination of them, it became ap-
parent in December of 1971 that the
Tykr affair was not going to blow

over, That it did not, as 5o many other -

occupatianal-health scandals had, was
argely the result of the efforts of Maz-
zocchi, who was determined o make it
a cause ¢élébre. For several years, he
and his associates in the union’s Legis-
} e Department, aided by Dr. Glenn
i son, a young scientist working
under Profcssor René Dubos, at the
Rockefeller University, had been hold-

ing cferences for factory workers
arvund the country to. puint out the

hazards existing in the industrial en-
vinnment and to give the workers
guidance in how to deal with them. It
was a considerable undertaking, for the
hundred and eighty thousand members
of the union were being exposed w
thousands  of potentially  taxic  sub-
stances. Indeed, in cermin factorivs men
wene working with anore than five
thousand different chemicals, yet fed-
eral standards existed for fewer than
four hundred and fifty of them. Since
Mazzncchi fund that the lack of guv-
S¢rmment standards-was accompariied by
lax guvernment eaforcement of exist-
ing health regulations and an attitwde
of almost usal callousness on the part

of industry, he became convineed that -

industrial workers were victims of a
conspinacy desighed to suppress knowl-
vdge of accupational hiealth hazards and
e elay the passige and enforcement
s ws o cope with them, A blune-
spoken man in his middle forties,with a
fiery temperament, picreing eyes, and
an unruly mane of black hair, he had
begun to brood over what he con-
sidercd the gross immoradite that at-

nspectkm on February 13,
1969. Indced, Mazzncchi believed that -

o

Jiended the plight of »
cither dying or being Bisabled cardy in -

1state and federal governmen

Tife as 2 result of exposure to substances

Tsuch as ashestos, whase adverse health

effects had long been known to and

pex consisting of company dactors, in-
dustry consultants, and key occupation-
al-health officials at ¥arious leyels of the
Conse-
quently, when the situation al Tykr
was brought to his auenton by Dr.
Johnson in September of 1971, Maz-
zocchi saw it ds, in his words, “the epit-

m
fem of ndustral—dfzase.” However,

€ against making any public
disclosure of conditions at- the Tyler
plant untll the National Institute for
Occupational Safety and Health sur-
vey had been conducted and written up.
“I wanted 1o marshal all the facts and
then choose the forum that would en-
able.me to uic the éxample of the Tyler
plant to best effect, and o bring help w0
the unfortunate men who were work-
ing there,” he has said, “I wanted the
whale country 0 know in detail what
had happened at that factory, and to
understand  that what' had gone on
there—the fruitless Bureau for Occu-
pational Safety and Health inspections,
the lack of enforcement by the De-
partment of Labor, the company’s dis-

stupidity—was happening in dozens of
other ways, in hundreds of ather fac-
torics, to thousands of other men across
the land. I wanted people to know that
thousands upun thousands of their fel-
Jow-citizens were being assaulted daily,
and that the police—in this casc, the
federal government——had dune nothing
o remedy the situation. In short, I
wanted them to know that murder was
being committed in the workplace, and
that no one was bathering aboise it.”
The forum Mazzocchi chose” was

J the annual wmecting of the American

Assaciation for the Advancement of
Science, which was held at the Shem-
ton Hotel in Philadelphia on December

country. Along with Ralph Nader and

1 Dr. Sklney  Walfe, the director of

Nader's Health Research Group, Maz-
zocchi addressed  eleven hundred  of
the delegates at a symposium entitled
“Workers and o Favironment,”
which was modemted by Professor
George Wald, the Nobel Prize-win-
%t&_hinlugisl fromy Harvard, Nader
ity |

tional-healith problems in general, and

who were

neglect, and subterfuge that” charac-

E

ignored by a medical-industrial coin- |

ome _of what wax wrong with the way -
ur country was dcaling with_the prob-

' citations had caused considerable con-
: sternadon to the management of Pires-

regard for the men, the whole Jong, -
Jousy history of neglect, deceit, and

26th, and was attended by some fifty -
“{thousand scientists from all over the

Dr. Walfe spoke about atopa-- - -

+* dazancchi zeroed in on Tyler-as the
quintessential example of the ignorinee,

““tenizzed_government policy toward in-
dustrial hygiene. The complete and
final repurt of the survey made by the
National Institute far Qccupational
Safety and Health (known as Niosn)
had heen sent out on December 21at,
and he was this able to ducument hic
charges with devastating effect. Maz-
zocchi was hoping that his disclosures
about condidons at the Tyler planc

would be picked up by newsmen cov-|
ering~the mecting and relayed ta the].
nadon. As things warked out, how- |
cver, press coverage of the sympasium ||
tended to emphasize the more general |

aspects of occupational health that had
been discussed by Nader.

. In the meantme, notwithstanding
the mildness of the penaltics that ac-
companied them, the Administration

burgh Corning hy setting March 31,

1972, as the date for completing ex-}.

tensive improvements in the vendla-
von- and dust-control systems of the
Tyler plant. Combined with the failure
of a company plan to use mineral wool’
as a substitute for ashestos in the manu-
facture of high-temperature pipe insula-
tion, arid the union’s insistence that
there be strice compliance with the
recommendations of the X10SH report,
the deadline meant that the company
‘would at long last be furced to clean
up the plant or cluse t. Faced with this
choice, Pitsburgh Corning’s board of
directors met in the middle of Decem-
her and decided o shut the factory
within a few months—after using up
as much raw-ashestos stack as “possi-

hle—in order to avuid further penaldes.
. The decision to close the Tyler plan
rather than to spend the necessary time
and muncy to make -it safe nbviously
appealed 1o the managers of the com.

pany as the bust way out of their difi-

cultics. However, it did not solve the
problem faced by Dr. Lee B. Grang,
the medical director of one of Pittse
hurgh Corning’s parent corporations,
PPG Industries, and medical consuli-
ant to Pittshurgh Corning. Dr. Gram
appears to have felt that his profes-
sional reputation had heen called into
yucstion by the findings Hf the N1osH
srvey. On December  L3th- -five
months to the dav after he had told
Dr. Johnsan that the health situation at
Iyler wasn't serous—Dr. Grunt visit-
o Dr. Jolingon at the Divhion of Ficld

Studics and Clinical Divestigations o[,

discit@the medicdeemdithn of the seve -

“n 'f)-lcr woikers who showed .\ign.\'
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misunderstanding” between NIOSH and
Dinshurgh Carning, Accnnding to Dr.
Jubnson, the meeting was somewhat
sruined, for Dr. Grant was attempting
- winimize the asbestos probdem at the

wr facwry. “He tried to imply that
our, medical findings «n the seven men
were hased more on epidemiological
daza than oa clinical examination,” Dr.
Jubnson recalls, “I replied that ralkes,
finger clubbing, dyspnca, and reduced
pulmenary functin were well-necog-
nized - clinical -cvidence - of ashesiasts.
Furthermore, T told him that hack in
October Dr. Richard M. Spicgel, of
vur division, was given to understand
that somhe of the X-rays taken bv Dr.
Geurge A. Hurst—the superintendent
:of the East ‘Texas Chest Hospital, in
Tylker—showed evidence of pulminary
fibrusizs, [ also reminded Dr. Grant that
in 1970 a manager of the plant had
dicd of mesothelioma, Dr, Grant then
informed me that the company was
willing 1o release Dr. Hurst's X-rays
to us—they had been made at Dr.
Grant’s request—but only on the con-
dition that we come hack to Tyler early
in January, s that we could sit down
and review them tagether, I g the
distinct_impression that he was trying
to make it appear that NiOsH and
" burgh Corning had been working
Jo—dy on the problem from the very

beginning. However, we wanted to .

get our hands on those X-rays, o [
agreed to the meeting, even though [

saw Jittle reason for i.”

ON Janvary 5, 1972, Dr. Spicgel
and Richard A. Lemen, an epi-
demiologist who had also been a mem-
ber of the original XIOSH survey team,
returned to “T'yker, und the following
marning they met with Dr. Grant, Dr.
Hurst, and William Farkes, Pittshurgh
Corning’s dircctor of persinnt] and in-
dustrial relations, in a conference room
at the East ‘Jexas Chest Hospital, The
five mien reviewed ithe medical reports
on all of the employers-—resiilts of
Xerays and pulmunary-function tests
done by Dr. Hame, and resulis of ex-
aminatins for rales, finger rluh}n’ng.
and dyspnea done by the N10SH team—-
and concluded that seven of the em-
plovees had asbestenis. “Then Dr. Hurst
annenced  thant bis superiors at the
Texas Stare Health Department would

Dr. Grane put it, “to aveid further *

Coréng, Steven \Wodka " ofthe i,

> Chemical, and Atomic Workers Legiia |

lative Department, arrived in Tyleron |- §

. the afternoon of that day w wur the | -
plant and (» meet with members of the |-

Jocal unjon committee. \Wodka was ac-
companiced on his wur by Hermian
Yandle, the chairman of the local com-

mittee; by Farkos; and by Charls E. |

Van Horne, the plant manaper; iw
found conditions in the factory 1o b
much as they had been described in the
N10SH report. Huge piles of loose as-
bestog fibre lay an the floor of the plant,

-and visible-clouds of dust were erupting

from several aperations. After the tour,
Woaodka~—who had learned only the
previous day that men frof the Occu-
patienal Safcty and Health Administra-
tion had inspected the plant in Novem-
her-——asked to see the citations they had
issued, pointing out that the company
was required to post them publicly for
the information of the workers. \Vhen
Van Horne and -Farkos.pmduced them,
they professed to be ignorant of this re-
quirement, although cach citation sheet
states that “a copy of the enclosed cita-
ton(s) shall be prominendy pasted in a
conspicuous place at or near each place
a violation referred to in’ the citaton
occurred.” They also assured \Vadka
that the items marked for immedine
compliance had been taken care of,
Then they told him thar Piusburgh

Coming planned na extensive changes |
. in the vendlation- and  dust-control

systems by the Muarch 31st deadline,
and that the factory waould be shut
down sometime in the middle of Febh-
ruary. At the same time, they rejected

a request by \Vadka that in the mean- |

time the company provide in-plant fa-
cilities for storing respirators and for
changing work clathes, so that the em-
ployces would not continue to con-
uaniinate. their cars and hames with as-
bestos dust and thus expose members of
their familics to the sk of incufring
ashustos discases, .

That evening, \Waodka held 2 meet-
ing with several members of the loenl
“unioit commitice to discuss the health
stuation at the plant. Ac the vutset, he
informed them of the results uf 2 mor-
tality study Dr. Selikoff and Dr, Han-
mond had made of men whe had
worked at nn amositesasbeston-ineala-
tion plant ovened by the Union As-

bestos & Rublwer C«:mp:m_\, in Pawer- |’

" | workers, ‘and since the two plints had

{ beent diagnoscd as having ashestosis.”

-Dr. Spicgel and Mr. Lemen, of N10si;

‘| everything in his power t have the
{instituting a number of surveys and

Jment, and blamed the . .sreau of Oc-

-{ through on a propusced medical study of

..

'tory as carly as May of 1969—a con-

and mesathelioma among the Patérson

been aperated in a similar manner, the
doctors’ findings obviously had fright-
ening implicagans for the men who
were employed at Tyler. “It was a
sombre mament, for it was the first
time that they had been told how seri-
ous their situation was, and how pre-
cadous it woiild remain in the future,”
Wodka recalls. “However, they ac-
cepred the news stoically. They even
scemed relieved to know the faces, You
sce, they had been living in doubt ever
since the NIOSH survey, and still hadn’t
been informed that any of them had

The next morning, a final meeting
was held ag the East Texas Chest Hos-
pitdl. In additiem to Dr. Grant and Dr.
Hurst, those present were Farkos and
Van Homne, of Pitshurgh Corning;

and Wodka and Yandle, of the union.
Dr. Grant began by saying that when
he first visited the Thler plant, in 1965,
he had realized that a potential health
problem existed there, and had done

situation currected. He took credit for
studies of the plant’s ventilation equip-

capational Safety and Hexlth and Dr.
Lewis J. Cralley, who had been in
charge of field studies and cpidemiology
for the bureay, for not following

the workers. Dr. Grant alw insisted at
the inceting that ashestis-dust levels at
the Tyler platit were always within the
legally specified limits, and he chimed
that respiratory protection was made
mandatory for all workers in the fac-

RS R .‘:_.-1:{_‘ oo @?“ ..
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tention that was disputed on the spot
by Yandlep-who had worked in the
plant for mure than ten vears, and who
declared that, with a few exceptions,

the welring of respirmtors was not re-

quired until the summer of 1971, For
his part, Dr. Spicgel listened w Dr.
Grant’s assessmoent of the history of the
plant s sence. “I was not there to ar-
gue with him about what had or had
not happened, or why,” he recalls, ©d
was there to reiterate X10s1's medical
conclusions about the workers we had

ne lease the chest liles o N10SHL sm, New Jersey, hetween 1941 andi ernmined durn_xg.nur survey, and
Bl\‘ Jr. (}r:m: stitd  that the rcl_msc ]954. (.‘Vlh‘ﬂ the compan cdosed the ?]n"g ‘.‘;wk ('IL" 4\-!'.1_“5' mk.“-‘ h" Dr.pi
wauld  be acceptable 10 Pinshurgh Paterson plant in 1954, it transicrred L A"g,"?t’ I." m ".‘"."""".i‘.‘f“'-
Curning, and it was decided that he - its gghestes aperations there w the Thler ever, Dr. Grant” was wiing o7 ab-

and Dr. Spicgel would fiv o Austin to
Uy 1o get permission frum the Pexns
State Health Commissioner,

Lickryravhichowis later purchasShy]

Pitsburgh Corning. ) As it happened,
Dr. Selikoff and Dr. Hammeand Lad

- | sulve dimrself and decRittsburgh Corn-

ing Corporation—of all  regpemsibility

fur the conditions that had eaivted in |




*lor the lack of attention paid_to the

. health wf he *workers. . His 2speech

wsounded like?a:legal bricf more*than

anything clse. As I st Hstening, T kept

wondering why on earth he had not

kept calling Dr. Cralley to insie that
bureau undenake its

.dical studics, ar, failing that, why he
didn’t get hack to Dr. Hurt sooner
than he did. Surely, in all the years
since 1965 he could have found some-
onr to cxamine the workers.”

_After Dr. Grant’s opening sum-
mary, he and Dr. Spicgel formally an-
nounced their juint conclusion that at
Jeast seven of the cightesn workers
with more than ten years of employ-
ment in the Tyler plant had symptoms
_ and signs consistent with ashestosis. Dr.

Grant and Farkos then said that Pitts-
burgh Corning would pay for the treat-
mentof any discase that was occupa-
tionally related, pruvided that the treat-
ment was performed at the East Texas
Chest Huspital, but they were vague
about whether the company would pay
for any lung-term medical followup of
the sixty-three workers then employed
at the plant. (In his December meet-
ing with Dr. Johnson, Dr. Grant had
suggested that such a program should
be undertaken and financed by NIOSH.)
There was also no discassion whatever
of any medical fullowup of the cight
dred and thirty-twd men who had
previously been employed at the Tyler
plant, and who would carry the ashes-
tog they had inhaled in their lungs
for the rest of their days, presumably
because no onc could be held legally
responsible for what might happen to
them.
After the meciing, Dr. Spicgel and
~Dr. Grant flew to Austin 10 ohtain per-
mission far the release of the X-rays.

The chest films had been an item of

dispute between X105H and Pitsburgh

Carning from the beginning; now the

Texas State Department 'of Health

pevple were apparently concerned shout

being in the middle of sich a dispute,
and they may. well have begun to en-
tertxin second thoughts about the pro-

pricty of Dr, Hursts having accepted a

contract from Pitshurgh Corning to

examine workers” for occupational -
ness at one of the department’s hospi-
tals, when the department itself had
never seen fit to conduct a health in-
“'uun of the Tyler plant during the
*t's entire scventeen years of exist-
By that time, practically every-
2 had been iu\'nlvml in the Ty-
scemed to he trying to cover

‘.

w . Spiegel and Pr. Grant
: v Austin, Wodka and
< NI0SH epidemiologist,

r:ramccs “of dnxﬁpmg asbcsms waste in

the vicinity of the plant and. of sdhng
burlap bags mnummatcd with asbestes .
dust to local nurserymen. (Buth prac-
tices had been mentioned in the Xiosi
report, which informed  Pitishurgh
Corning and the Texas State Dipan-
ment of Health that they presented
2 serious health hazard, and recom-

mended that all ashestos waste and vsed
burlap bags be buried.) That after-
noon, \Vodka, Lemen, and Yandle
drdve out to a graup of dumps in-an-in-
habited area near a sewage-treatment
plang, about a mile nurth of the factory.
One of the dumps was the size of half
a foothall field, and was covered o the
depth of at least two feet with asbes-
tas scrap. Thick vegetation sprouting
through a covering of ashestos in sur-
rounding gullics showed that the dump
had becn in use for many years. Yan-
“fle told Wodka and Lemen that as-
bestos scrap was still being trucked
there daily, and his statement was sub-
stanuated by the presence of wads of
ashestos fibre covering the access road-
way. Since the company had under-
taken to put soil uver twa dumps adja-
cent to the factory which had been scen
by the NIOSH investigators during their
October survey, its continued use of
this third, more remote dump site could
be construcd ‘only as an act of blatant

{ disregard and deception. However, for

sheer brazenness the Pitsburgh Corn-
ing people outdid themselves a few
weeks later, when they learned that the
third dump had been discoverced. At
that puint, they simply postcd
an armed guard at the site,
with instructions to twirn all
unauthorized persans away.

. Afrer taking photographs of
the: dump, Yandle, \Wodka,
and Lemen drove to the Eik-
ner Nurseris, a huge outfit
on the west side of Tyler, whese they
mterviewed Elbert Fenton, the man
in charge of siles and ~distribution,
Fenton wld them that a shipment of
thirty thousand  hurlap bags; costing
twelve hundred dollars, had been re-
ceived from Pitshurgh Corning some
months hefore, and he wok his visitors
out to a barn where some fifteen hun-

‘tdred of the hags were stacked in piles.

The bags were vishly contaminated
with asbestas, and even as Lemen and
Wudka were telling Fenton ahout the
hazard of using them, a woman work-
er cntered the barn, picked up a bag,
nd; afier shaking it vigore
tve thi'dust, slung it over one shoul-
der and w-dkul out. With Fenton's

10 re-

"y
-t \l o

wn"x'zmplo. hag< Sway Wit them’ in
'akd .eontainers for laboratonyianal-
yss; then, Mdding Yandle goodbve,
they drove back 1o Dallas and dew
home, Meanwhile, Dr. Grant and Dr.
Spicgel had met with the State Health
Commissioincr, who gave permission for
the X-rays of the Tyler wurkers w he
mailed to N1OSH headquarters in Cin-
cinnat.

AT the bcgmnmg of 1972, the Ty-
ler affair was like one of thase
siminering quarrels between small na-
gons that threaten to disrupt the hal-
ance of power in a scasitive geupolitical
area where 2 number of larger nations
have interests. The Oil, Chenical, and
Atomic Workers saw it as an outright
test of the Occupational Safety and
Health Administration’s willingness
enforce the provisions of the Occupa-
tonal Safety and Health Act; the
NIOSH people, who had cxposed the
situation at the factory to begin with,
were waiting to sce how the Occupa~
tional Safety and Health people would
dispuse of the recommendations that
had been made to correct it, in order

w0 gauge the effectiveness of the ad- .

visory role they themselves had heen
given under the Act; and the Occupa-
tional Safety and Health people, wha
had not seen fit to tell the union about
the minor nature of the penaltics they
had imposed upon Pitsburgh Corning,
could not have failed to view the affair
as a pmentially embarrassing scandal,
enming at 2 mast inopportune mament.
Under the provisions of the Occupa-
tonal Safety and Health Act,
the emergency -standard for
ashestos that had been de-
clared by the Sccretary of
Labor.on December 7th had
to be replaced by a permanent
standard within siv months.
The law alsv required the
Dtpanmmt of Labor to hold public
liearings before it promulgated a2 new
standard, and notice that hearings on
the ashestus standard would begin 4n
March was ta be published in the Fed-
rral Register on January 12th. Since :
the permanceat stanilurd on ashestos was
the first nding the Occupational Safety |
and Health Administration would make
under its mandate o redefine accupa-
tivnal-safety-and-health regulaions, in-
dustry and labor were prepared o Jook
upon the ruling as an jndication of how .

determined_or easvgoing the Adminis- -
tration would-be wwhen it came tme to! -
standards - Jor other hazards, =

st gy

such as Tead, heryTlium, carbon manox-
ile, merciry, slica, ultravioler lighe,

'\- ldln .md l.cmcn tnuL ~:. 2
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- ent metdical and scientific community
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and the medical-industriil complex, On
the one hand, the N10s1t people were
prepasing to semd the Administration a
document fecommiending that the per-
manent standard for occupational ex-
pusure to ashestos be set at two fibres
.r cublc centimetre, which was the
sandard that the Britsh Ingpectorate
of Factoris—the Administration’s
English counterpart—had set in 1968,
the onc that Dr, Sclikoff had advocated
in 1969, and the one that the A.F L.~
C.1.O.’s Industrial Union Depan-
ment’s ad-hoc Commrittee on the As-
bestos Hazard had urged upon the Sec-
retary of Lahor in November of 1971,
On-the other hand, the major ashestos
companics, kd by the giant Johns-
Manville Corporation, were preparing
testimony to show that the five-fibre
standard would prevent discase from
accurring amaong ashestos workers, and
ecunomic statistics tn demeonstrate that
a two-fibre standard would drive them
out of business, In order 10 weigh all
the evidence and decide upon a safe
kevel of exposure to ashestas, the Ocen-
pational Safety and Health Administra-
tion would ebviously have to amduct
itself in a completely impartial manner,
for, even under the hest of circum-
stances, its decision was bound to be
concroversial. As things stood, however,
fts clvim to imparntiality was in question,
becanee of its failure to enforce even the
standands for ashestos that it was now
compelled to consider obsolete. And
since its failure had nowhere been more
recently and nakedly apparent than in
izs handling of the critical sitnation that
existed in the Tyler plang, and the Ad-
ministration  was unhappi' about the
possihility that the citations and penal-
tics it had sent Pitshburgh Coming in
December might became public knowl-
alge. The fact that under the provi-
wons of the Occupational Sifety and
Health Act such information was pub-
lic propenty e o have been forgat-
ten,
Already st by the  dischsures
Aavizecehi-had mude ar the science
meeting, and cager 1o mvail future
embareissment, the Oceupational Sife-
ty and  Health Administration now
songht to place itself above reproach by
publicly  revidng s attitude  towand
ocenpeitional exposure to asbests, On
January dth, George Guenther, wha
was the Assistant Secretany of Labor
and the direetor of the Oceupational
Saferv and Health Administration, held

w press conferonee in Washingion to

12 announce ¢

hazards program’ desigied. w control

five towic substrinces that were in wide-
spread wse in American industry—-

" uilica, kead, carhon moaaxide, cotton
Jdust, and sshcstes. At this time, a spe-
‘Y etal health-hazard fact sheet on asbestos

was distributed 0 newsmen (and, pre-
sumably, to the Adminitration’s re-
pwnal administrators and inspectors),
informing them that more than twoe
hundred - thousand workers acres the
navion risked serious disease from divect
uccupationdl exposure to ashestos and
that ashestos fibres were being found in
the fungs of péople wha had had no in-
‘dustrial exposure to the mineral at all.
‘The fact sheet reminded everyone that
the emergency standard for ashestos
was an cight-hour average of five fibres
greater than five microns in length per
cubic centimetre of air, and it stated
uncquivecally that any exposure” ex-
ceeding this level would henceforth be
considered a serious violation of the Oc-
cupational Safety and Health Act.

It soon became apparent, however,
that it was anc thing for the director
of the Occupational Safety and Health
Administration te announce 2 new poli-
<y on asheswoes in Washingum and quite
anather for that palicy te be put into
effect by hix subordinates in the field.
On January 13th, a week after Farkios
and Van Hore had assured Wodka
that all conditions an which the Admin-
ttration had called for immediate com-
pliance had been corrected, the Tyler
plant was reinspected by Clarence R.
Huolder, an assistant administrater in
the Dallas office of the Occupational
Safety and Health Administration, and
Juha P. Boyle, an industrial hygienist,
who together had conducted a similar
inspection at Tyler neardy two months
thefure. Holder and Bovle found on
their recond inspection of the plant that,
contrary to recommendations made
Jafter their first vist, the workegs-had
nwt been examined 1o determine wheth-
er they were physically able to wear
respirators, that required improvements
on a hlock saw and on feeding-machine
enclosures had not been made, and that
cleanup procedures in the feeding and
building arcas of the plant remained in-
dequate. The two men reviewed the
siiation with Vi Horne, but when
they stressed the necessity of cleaning up
asheston witste aroumdd the feeding nue-
chines and the builder units, the plant
manager asked them whether this meant
that the factory woull have to be kep

:l..\"l',\'iln as d:lir_".

adw spite of the company’s
"N g e . . Y

to tike this inspection seriously,” Haolde
and Bovle twued no new eitations but

LI

[

Sif\nl‘}y gnt Pft{shtirgh_ Corning a r;-;ili-

: '.ﬁcaﬁon' of fl.:ﬂum to correct three of ti
". . .- original viclations and a Jist of proposd
. -additional penaltics. Moreover, in spite

* of the new palicy on ashestos thar had

been announced by Asdstant Seeretary
Guenther tern days carlier, they still
chose to consider the violatuns at the
Tyler plant nonserious, Therefore, the
propased additional penaltics were hascd
upon a schedule of a hundred dollars
for cach day of noncompliance, plus
fifty per cent of the original finc. The
period of nancompliance ran  from
December 21, 1971, 0 January =13,
1972, and the tatal additional asses-
ment amounted to six thousand nine
bundred and ninety dollars.

The notfication of failure to correet
violations and the lit of new penal-
ties were mailed o E. \WV, Holman,
Pitsburgh Corning’s vice-president in
charge of manufacturing and wchnolo-
gy, on January 17th. It is nac known |
whether Holman received them prior to.
his telephone interview with the Tyler
Courier-Times on January 19th, nor-
is it known whether he had read the
ctations that were mailed 10 him
on December 16th; whether he had.
been informed of two NIOSH reports—
one describing the critical occupational-
health situation at the Tyler plant and
the other the symptoms of ashestasis in
scven of the workers there—that were |
sent to Dr. Grant, in November and |

" December; whether he had*been wld

by Dr. Grant of the death of Van|
Home's predecessor from  mesatheli-
oma; or whether he was aware of the
admissions about the incidence of
asbestosts among the Tryler warkers
which Dr. Grant had made in Dr.
Hurst’s office, on January 7th. If Hul-
man did not know of these things,
lie must surely have been one of the
mast - ill-infurmed  vice-presidents  in
corporate history. \Whatever the case,
on January 19th he wld the Conrier-
Times that he knew of no Piushurgh
Corning employee suffering any signiti-
cant illness as a result of warking with
amasite-ashestos insulation,
By that tiine, with the Tvler affai
not just hubbling but about 1o b
ver, practically evervane invalved in
w sitnation was mancuvering for pu-!i
tion. The Texas State Deparimont o]
fenlth had already fut swome distanedd
ctween itself and the stover Pitsburshg
Jorning was hacking toward the dearrs |
ne Occupatemal Safery and Haoaldh
Administration had little chuice but o
siton the lid; and.the uiion and N10FT
were separately. wathering fuel for the

“fre. On thd very day that Holmmn

talked 10 Ui Corerier-Time, Loswa
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: { Fleming, 3n engineer in the Edvi- : g‘"“’ © g"’“’ '2'“ s :gd
ronmental - Investizadons “ branch of { - ""i““l:f ﬂ“lf t con et
siosi's Dickion of Fukl Studis | Sndbhe THEE 0 S0 BRI 0
Clinical. Investigations, «n one of the
irlap bags that had heen taken from a hime excuse n;iezag:cg tt;a gwrr up. the
the nursery in Tvler on January 7th. Dcpartmct;: or’s ; ::c‘;, 3':
The bag, still in its scaled cuntainer, plement pm»;ag«;u of ‘bc akh
was placed in front of a chair in a Hcalcy Act in ] anil the regula-
room that was free of ashestas, A man tions of the f)ccupammd Safety and
wearing a pespirator and two dust Health Act in 1971, they now de-
samplers entered“the room and sat ‘on termined to make a fresh attempt, as
they put it, to “blow the lid off the].

M’ “ em

anton hbnm} b(h’ﬁ\ -\ P (.ro:.-
piron, the president of the union, to
William Ruckelshaus, the Adminitra-
tor of the Environmental Protection
Agency, and to Assistant Secrctary
Guenther. The telegram 0 Ruckels-
haus urged him to take immediate ac-
tion veganding the open ashestos dumps
in Tyler and the tens of thousands of
contaminated bags that had becn sold
to ‘nurserics in the Tyler area, and w
place Pitsburgh Corning under sur-
veillance® to prevent the refictition of
such practices in ather places. The tele-

Y

the chair. Taking the. budap hag out
of the plastic container, he turned it
inside out; then, standing, he shuok
the bag for sixty sccunds. Next he sat
down, spread the hag on his Jap, and
wrapped it around the base of a small
tree. After tying the comners of the bag
with_wire, he placed the trec on the
floor, stoud up to brush off his clothes,
and left the room. During the four
minutes this operation required, the
average concentration of ashestos fibres
longer than five microns around the
worker was fuur hundred and mnct)
fibres per cubic centimetre of air—

-nincty-cight times the emergecy five-

fibre standard and more than forty
times the old twelve-fibre one, (In-
deed, had he not been wearing a res-
pirator, the man would have inhaled
1 four million fibres during the
ur-minute period. ) In a covering let-
ter that was sent with a copy of the

of Health on January 17th, Lemen

lap hags that had contained ashestos
as 3 potentially serious health prob-
Jem, and, by way of documenting this
charge, pointed out that a recent report
in the British Medical Bulletin referved
to cases of mesuthelioma in women

bags.

In the meantime, Waodka had heen
trying without success to get informa-
tion from John K. Barto, the region-
al adminitrator of the Occupational
Safery and Health Administration, in
Dallas, on the Administration’s actians
about Tyler. Finally, an January 28th,
-Barto told \Wixdka that he was under
orders from his superiors in \Washing-
ton “not to disclose anything on the
1 Tyler case w anyhady.” He did, how-
ever, tell Wudka about the followup
- mspectum made by Holder and Boyle
o “anuary 13th, and about the addi-
¢ | prupused penalties Jevied against
Prshurgh Corning as a resulf® of it
Barw refused to release the report of
the Department of Labor’s 1969 jn-
spection of the Tyler factory ar of che

report o the Texas State Department |

and Fleming described the use of bur-}

who had been engaged in cleaning such |

dust counts that Holder and Buyle had

Tyler aﬁalr and focus natimnal atwn-
tn ipon it.” . + . i

‘The two union officials were wcll
aware that their decision amounted
2 declaration of open ‘war upon the

- Decupational Safety and Health Ad-

ministration and Pitsburgh Corning.
Indeed, for several weeks Wadka had
been compiling a history of the Tyler
plant for a confidential report entitled
“Occupational Health Tragedy,”
which amounted to a hattle plan for
the approaching hostilities. In the con-
cluding sccton of the report, \Venlka
urged that a pres confercnee be held
in Washington to proveke the Environ-
nicntal Protection Agency into taking
action on the open-air dumps and con-
taminated bags, to force the Occupa-
umal Safety and Health Administra-
tion to declare an imminent-danger
smation at the Tyler factory under
the provisions of the Occupational Safe-
ty and Health Act, and to’ denounce
Pittshurgh Corning for its callous dis-
regard of the health of the Tyler
workers. Realizing that much of the
approbrium for what had gone on in
the “T'yler plant was bound to be. offset
by Pittsburgh Comning’s decision  to
xluv: the plant, Wedka concluded his
repurt by saying:

We ‘have a responsibility to point out
what protection Pittsburgh (_nmnu, failed
to pravide for the warkers at “Iyler and,
iastead, what utter cuntempt this corfipany
displayed for the lives of those workers,
their families, and that commyniry. The
Tyler caze is vinigue in that this company
was aware as early as 1903 that something
was wrong in Tyler. Pittsburgh Corving
was not ignorant, but was fully aware of
what was gning to happen to those men in
thae plant. The company would very much
fike to sce the plant shut down, the men
yuictly fade away, and the Tyler pin
remmoved from their corporate map. “The
last place the company wants 1o be is o
page 1.

The press conference that Wodka
had requested was held on Febru iy
10th at the National Press Building in

and was condugted by

%{duu&_hm dod g
Yocechi;-who opened the prmud-

ings by reading telegrams that had been

{men’s Tives,” he said.

‘| gether.”

gram to Guenther pointed out the De-
partment of Labor's laxity in not hav-
ing enforced ashestas regulations at the
Tyler planc in the past, and urged him
to investigate. Pittsburgh Corning’s op-
cratiohs in other places.

Mazzocchi next reviewed the chro-
nolngy and the findings of the various
mspecnons of the Tyler factory aver
the years, and then he hunched into
an angry denundiation of the callous-
ness and ignorance that had allowed
the conditions there to go uncdrrected.

“Industry doctors and government of-
ficials who cover up vital life-and-death
information sheut wortker hialth are

1 puilty of the My Lai syndrome,” he

declared, and he went an to note that
f what had happened at Tyler was prob-
ably happening in hundreds of other
plams in Amierica, and was symptomat-
ic of the occupational-discase problem
in this country, He concluded by de-
scn'hmg Pitsburgh Copning’s reaction
to the NIOSH survey and the Adminis-
tration citations. “This company was
reccmng a subsidy in terms of years of
“When that
subsidy was termitiated by belated gov-
ernment intervention, the company de-
cided to quit the ashestos business alwo-
Nveither Guenther nor Ruck
elshaus fesponded to the telegrams ser
by Gruspiron, and only two majo
newspapers ran articles on Mazzocchi'
charges. ,

Down in Tyler, however, the Pms
burgh Corning plant got back inte’ the
news by way of a dispatch from Unitec
Press International that was hased upon
a press release bsued by union head-
quarters, it Denver, on February 9th.
The release Was concerned chiefly with
the contaminated burl: ap hags. Asa re-
sult, when the story appeared in the
Tyler papers, the Comier-Times and
the Morning If'lc_gru/’/f on February
[ 7th, there was no mention whatsiever
of du. K1OSH report, of the Adminis-
tration cltations and fines, or of the fact
that serious illness had :lru. ady mani-
fested Tteel f amcmg sisty-three-man
wark force atthe Trler fumr) The




report i the Morwing Terlcgraph was
- earried beneath a hanner headline that
- read “Threat of Cancer Alleged,” the
article in the Couricr-Times appeared
beneath the caption “Company Denics
Chims by Union,” and both picces
isted muostly of charges levelled by
a anion afficial about the contaminated
burlap bags and denials of the charges
by Gerald J. Vorus, a public-relatinns
spokesman.for Pittsburgh Coming. Ac-
cording w both accounts, however,
Vorus admitted_ thiar “workers at -the
plant had been given physical examina-
tiuns to determine if any of them ex-
hitited coftamination symptoms,” and
that “thuse whom the examinations re-
vealed had heen affected were referred
:to: their personal physicians.” He was
quated as saying, when asked by the
Telegraph what the company would do
if any of these afflictions could be
auributed to ashestos dust, “I don’t
know. \We'll just have to wait and
see.” Voros was, of course, being non-
committal enly about Pitsburgh Corn-
ing’s responsibility to the sixty-three
workers. who were employed at the
“Tyler plant when it was shut down, on
February 3rd, since neither Pitshurgh
Corning nor the Union Ashestos &
Ribber Company, the factory’s pre-
vious owner, can be held legally ac-
utahle for what may happen to the
_it hundred and  thirty-two  other
men who tuiled in the factory at one
time_ or another during the seventeen
e it was in operation. .
‘Thus, in the middle of February,
Pitsburgh Corning foupd itself com-
pelled for the first time 10 issue public
denials of wrongduing in connection

with its Tyler plant, even as it took }

steps to deny public aceess to the fac-
tory and its adjacent dumps, and o
bury as much of the equipment and
machinery (rom the place as possible.
That the company should be placed on
the defensive over some dumps and
burdap hags, and nat becanse of the
awful jeopardy in which it had put the
health of hundreds of its workers and
their {amilics, scems jranic. It should
not, however, come as any surprise,
Much of industry in the United States
has long operated on the assumption
that it could endanger the lives of its

employees with relative impunity—and-

without embarrassing publicity and pos-
sibly damaging repercusshns—-as long
* did not overtly threaten the health
safety of the community at large.
Underlying this assumption s the fur-
ther assumption that warkers are no
so much.x part of the community as
part of the cquipment and mackinery
of production. As such, upon being

T e PR,

ferred, or, if worst comes o worst,

.} given workmen's compensation ( which
Jin nust states is minimal) and redrned.

At that poing, they cease to be anyone’s
responghility, Like the eight hundred
and nincty=five men who worked in the
Tyler plant over ‘the years, they are
aut of sight and wut of mind. In a sense,
therefore, like much of the factory it-

sclf, they are buried.

FIRST hcard ahout the Tyler plant
when | attended the press confer-

1 ence that Mazzocchi held in Washing-
Tron on February 10, 1972, Later,
‘Jat my request, he provided me with
} copies of all the inspection-reports, sur-

veys, and studies that had been made of
the factory aver the years, and after

I studying them I decided to go to Texas
tand talk with some of the people who

had been involved in the whole sad af-

" | tair. On Monday, March 6th, 1 flew

to Dallas, where I paid a call on Barto,
the regional administrator for the Oc-
cupational Safety and Health Adminks-
tration. Barto is a hearysct, bejowled
man in his cardy fifties.1 was ashered
into his office shortly aftet noon, and
when we had shaken hands 1 ok a

. seat at a conference table in front of the

desk and explained why I had comc to
sce him.

“Look,” he said. “XI0SH veferred
the Tyler situation to us, and we con-
firmed what NIOSH had dikcovered.
It’s as simple as that,” y

- 1 told him that I was familiar with
the contents of the KI0SH ryport and
with the resulss of the Occupational
Safety and .Health Administration’s
subsequent inspections, and that I was
partcularly interested-in knowing more
about the inspection of the factory thiat
the Dallas office of the Department of
Labur haid conducted un February 13,
1969. )

Barto replicd that he had nor ar-
rived at the Dallas office untl July
of 1970, so we would have o discuss
the mactter with Holder, the assistant
regimal  administrator, whoe  had
been there since 1961, and he buzzed
Holder on an intercomn and  asked
hitn to bring a copy of the 1969 in-
spection report. While we waited, Barto
told e that when he took over as re-
gional administritor  there had - been
no industrial hygienist in the office aad
there had been only three inspectors
for the region, a five-state area com-
prising Texas, laouisina, Oklahoma,
!&kﬁlpms, and New Mexico, “A plane

ZRpall a5 TFler smply conRinieshe

1

checked under those conditions,” he

o E] prm'ed defective they bcmmg_ cxpend-1 . -
w5 LableiThey; cani -be veplaced or trans-

-

* s, “Believe me, that was a minuscule
o problem compared o others we had.”
", - Holder came in’and took a seat ap-

* had beeri eanducted- by agencies® with

« plied that he did not. \When I tald him

- rected the unsatisfactory conditions in

_the&wmpany hint-gmmiilicd.

psite e at the conference wmble. . He
sruck me as being an archetypal Tex-
an—a wll, kan, tanacd man in his
hite forties, with wavy blond hair and
a rugged, scamy face. After Barto
had explained the purpose of my visit,
I asked Holder if the Department of
Labor had evet inspected the Tyler
plant hefore Februany 13, 1969, He
shook his head. I then asked him if he
knew of any previous inspections that

enforcement power, such as the Texas
State Department of Health. He re-

that I was particularly interested in
keaming morc-about the 1969 inspec-
tion conducted by the Dallas office, he
replied tersely that on that date the
Tyler plant had been found to be un-
natisfactory according to the pruvisions
of the Wakh-Healey Act. ((This was
an Act, still cffective in 1969, that
established occupational-safety-and-
health standards for employees 6f com-
panics holding contracts of ten thousand
dollars or more with the federal gav-
emment.) I then' asked Holder on
what specific grounds the factory had
proved to he unsatisfactory, and he
answered that the exhaust systems were
deficient in teims of airflow, and that
there was excessive dust.

. . At that paint, I inquired what steps
had been taken to determine whether
the Pitsburgh Curning peaple had cor-

the Tyler plant. Holder replied that the
company had agreed that it would
initinte a research-and-development
proigram to improve the ventilation sys-
tem, that it would study the possibility
of replacing ashestos with a substitute
material, and that it would provide res-
piratars in the meantime, to protect the
workers in the particularly dusty arcas
of the plnt. He went on to say that
the Walsh-Healey Act allowed  the
campany to exceed the ashestos-du

standard ¥ respirators were issued ar

worn, and that the issuance of respir:

tors had therefore savisfied him as fa
as any violations of the Act were con
cerned. | .

I asked Huolder how he knew tha
the employees in the Tyler plant haa
received respirators,

“Because the company had 1o issue
them in order to come into complianee
with the Walsh-Healev Act,” he replied.

Rephraging the question, T asked him-
if he had any firsthand knowlidize that].

For a mdment, Holder remained



.

Jof intention as evidence of cumpliance
{with occupational-health regulations,

Yleave it at that”

f question once’ inore, asked him how he

Ispected the Tyler plant to’ determine

FNes
* LI

silent, “fhen, quictly, he asked me if, by
any chance, T was hard of hearing.

I replied that I didn't think %0 but
that perhaps [ had net understood

. , V
“Well, T think you must be hard
of hearing, fella,” he continucil, “be-
cause didn't I jist explain all that to
?”

I repeated -that perhiaps T had not
undeistood hish, and, rephrasing the

could be certdin that Pitsburgh Com-
ing had isued rospirators to s em-
ployees following the 1969 inspection.
After glancing at Barto, Holder said
that.the company had assurcd him at
that time that it would underaake a
study to improve the ventilation system
and that it would isswe respirators. He
had no rcason to belicve that Picshurgh
Corning had not kept its word, he
added. : .

I asked Holder if it was normal pro-
cedure to accept a2 company’s statement

and he replied that he felt it was.
I then asked him if he.ar.anyone else
from the Dallas office had ever rein-

whether the company had come into
npliance.

At that, Barto held up his hand.
“No scnse beating arvund the hush
with this” he said. “What Holder’s
saying is that we did not reinspect. Let's

Since this scemed the only “sensible
course to take, I got to my feet; thanked
both men for their time, and left the
room. Holder fullowed me out, and
engaged mc in conversation a3 I was
putting on my ciat. “You know, the
trouble with respirators out there &
somc of those hops really like their
chewing tohacen,” he tald me in a con-
Ffidential tone. “Why, yoi can’t gee
them to wear a mask no way.”
I asked Holder if he knew that
ashestos: inhalxtion could causs not
{ only pulmonary scarring but lung can-
cer, megothelioma, aud other malignan-
cies. He replied that he had never heard
of mesothelioma and that he doubted if
there was any real proof that ashestos
could cause cancer.,

“If such pruaf exiswed, would you
still characterize the violatons at Tyler

tonserious? " T asked.

“You know, this #iealth business i
always being eanggerated, in my view,”
Holder said. “I didn't sce any serious
danger in the Tyler situation, and I
still don’t. How can there be a serios

- e T T

{with 2™

danger if it doesn’t hurt you righe
mremeed T R} | O

......... Yoosres smann de b

3

St -."
-gcrious if you can

a rented car east on Interstate 20,
toward Tyler, abost a hundred miles
away. Fur the first fifty-or sixty miles,
the country was flat and dotted with
grazing cattle; then it hecame hilly and
wnoded. Here and there, a pule-green
wash of buds oa bushes growing in wet
draws signalled the approach of spring,
bue the hint secmed st against a larp-
er background of hrown fields, skeletal

" trees,” red daf sofl, and -3 vast sky

‘filled with circling buzzards. At about
four-thirty in"the afternoon, T wrned

:-off . Interstate 20 and drove south on
- " US. Highway 69 w a motel on the

wutskirts of ‘Tyler, where 1 had made a
reservation. At the tumoff, there was
a large billbmard, crected by the Peo-
ples National Bank of Tyler, that read
“Life Tx a Bed of Ruees.”

‘When I got wo the motel, T tele-
phoned Dr. Hurst, at the East Texas
Chest Huepital, and ‘made an appaint-
ment to sce him the next afternoon.
Then I got in tuch with Yandle, the
local umion chairman, who lives in
Hawkins, a small town cighteen mikes
north of Tyler, Yandle has no wle-
phone, hut his wife’'s grandmother's
house is next door, and she went over
to get him. [ had called him from New
York  and fold him I wanted 16 talk
with hisn, and when he came o the
phone a few minutes later he said he
wauld bhe akusg within an hour, While
I waited for him, I drew up a
Bt of questions for Van Horne,
Piusburgh Coming’s plant man-
ager, whom I planned w see
the following day,

Yandle, who arrived shortly
hefore six’ o'clack, proved o he
a all, heavyset man with an en-
goging grin and an casygoing .
manncer. He came into the room,”
stuck out a hand, and plopped
down in an easy chair. [ isked- *
him tw tell me something about
himself and his work history,
and e said that e was thirty-six
veans old and had gone to work at the
Tyler plant in the antumn of 1961, He
had spent three and a half vears in the
production department, he went aon,
working on the fecder and serp ma-
chines, and for the past seven vears he
hiad been in the shipping deparument,
The first vme he had ever worn a nes-
pirator was in Juli of 1971, he told

deand it was also the first tigge he had
Y woenany of s en-warkess Wear-

ing respirators except for a short peri-
% B | . r vArn .

' n'ght on wur!:in'g_,

-

BTN . O
[ N : S

ur. th

Sk
‘e e

or kss voluntary in 1969," e ox-
‘plained. “And after a few weeks the
guys stopped wearing them,”

I asked Yanlle when he had fiest
been told that asbestos was hazardous
to work with, and he said it was in Au-
gust of 1971, when Dr. Grant came
down to give the men a wmlk. “We
were real mad about the masks,” he
sid. “Heck, I'd beeri working. there
ten years withaut one, and they were a
main in the neck to wear, especially in
the smmer, when it got 3o hat in there
you'd sweat and couldn’t get cnough air
through to breathe. So when Dr, Grane
called my shift into the shipping super-
visar's office, the first thing we asked
him was how long we were ‘going to
have to wear the respirators. He said no
longer than a year, because the company
was going to shift over from ashestos
w mineral wool, He had a blackboard
sct up in there with a kot of complicated
wards and .pumbers on it that none
of us could -make head or il of. T re-
member he said that.the company could
make the whole plant dust-free bue
they couldn’t make the finished product
safe for the insulators to use. When
somebody asked him about better dust
collectors, he said that profits wouldn't
allow them now. He said that the amo-
site mines in South Africa were running
out and that the' rates were getting weo
high for the company to hear the cost.
He also said it had heen known sinee
1963 thay ashestos could hure us. At
the same time, he said that
amesite asbestos didn’t cause
trimhle if you didn’t smuoke—

o | en working in"very “usty |
=+ areas had requested them. “Ie was more

HALF an_bmu: later, T was dn;\'in,é

that it wasn't proved medically
that it could cuse trouble. He
had it written on the blacks
hoard that seventeen per- cent
of the people who work with
ashestos have Jung cancer, but,
he told us that was another kind |
of ashestos, He claimed that if
you ditln’t smoke you didi’t
have any more chance of catch-
ing cancer in the plant than you
did walking out in the street. He also
wrote o word T can't pronounce-—
meso-sumething.”

“Mesathchomai ™ 1 asked.

“That’s i,” Yandle :‘vplic(l. “Dr.
Grant said for us not to worny about
that, cither. Fspecially if we Jdidn't
smoke, Cigarettes and ashestos don’t
#u together_is what he told ue Neat
thing we knew, they avere sending us
"\‘vrcl_,uﬁ,gr. Hurst_ag the Fast Teaas
Chest” Hospital_for N-ravs, Jung-func-
tion tests, and blood tess”
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L{i{ﬂ, not long after the Deparunent
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{what to make of them if we had. I
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in Tyler,” he told me. “They're the
unes who handled all the accident work

g ‘The first time T got X-rayed was
in 196!, when I went to work there,
and the next time was in the spring of

Labor people inspected the plant.
cording to Van Horne, all the X-
rays they took of ‘us in the spring of
1969 were good, We never saw. them,
of course, and Wouldn't have.known

came acruss them, just hy accident, last
October, though, when the XiOSH
boys were down here making -their
ig inspection. I was taking them
through the plant as the union rep-
resentative, and I spotted a whole stack
of something on a shelf high up in the
men's room. So I climbed up there and
took a look. It turned out to be our
1969 X-rays, but they werc 50 old
and cracked and covered with dust
and dirt you couldn’t have made out a
thing.” .

." I asked Yandle.what he and his fel--
low-workers were told about the X-
rays and tests that Dr. Hurst had per-
formed the previous August, and he
‘d they were not wold anything until
. few weeks before the N1OSIH inspec-
tion in October. “Early in October,
two of us went over to the hospital to
ask Dr; Hurst for our medical reports,”
he went on. “Dr. Hurt mid that he
had sent them to Van Horie and Dr.
Grant. He explained that he was obli-
gated to Pitsburgh Corning, because
he had done the tests for them, but chat,
as a medical ductor, he was also obli-
gated to us. He said we had no ashes-
tosis on our diagnasis, and that if there
were shadows on the X-rays they werce
prohably not related to.ashestoss. He
said that as far as he could tell there

were no health problems that were re-
lated to our work, but there were peo-
ple whohad emphysema and bronchitis,
which he said was on account of smok-
ing. When a Nt1OsH doctor examined
me a few weeks later, though, he said
he war sure T hail a goend dose of as-
bestasis, Also, I'd begun to think back
on things and to wise up on my own. I
.| remembered when Willie Hurre had to
[Jquit a few years ago hecause he was

“tng up bluond. And Robert Thamas,
. wcighbor of mine up in Hawkins, wha
hasn’t been able to breathe godd for a
long time now. And Ed Land, with the
dsame trouble, And Bill Morris, whoe
(] was spitting up bloodl, too, and wok

K-rized hefore dkn: and he said he[iiEs
"I had, an two occasions, “Baoth times, it
was at 'the Medical and Surgical Clinic §°-

~ud medical stuff fur Pittshurgh Com-| -

himself over to the Glidewater Munic-

chual’..m‘l969 where " they

v

‘coukl”name. So when Steve Wodka

“snd T went over to the East Texas

. CHest Huspital in January 16 meet with
* Hurst, Grant, Farkns; Spicgel, and

Lemen, aml I heard that seven of us
who'd worked in the plant for ten years
had sympeoms of asbestosis, I wasn’t
surpriscd. \Vodka and I asked for a
thorough medical reading on the health
problen:s of each and every man in the
plant, and after that we hegan to heara
different tune. Early in February, Van
Horpe put 2p a notice on the factory
bulletin board scheduling appointments
with Dr. Hurst for twenty-three of us,
who, it tumed out, had something

‘wrong on our medical tens. I went

aver there on the ninth with Arthur

*Bearden, who'd worked in the plant

for about sixteen years. I went in first,
and Dr. Hurst read off a lot of num-
Mrs and said that after a recheck of
my tests they’d made 2 new diagnosis.
He told me that I had symptoms of
early asbestasis but that my condition
wasn't s0 bad as some of the others’,

.He smid that a few more weeks in the

plant wouldn’t hurt but that afrer it
shut down I shouldn’t try to find work
in a foundry or a welding shap, or
anyplace where it's dusty, and he ad-
vised me to look for & truck-driving
jub. He wid the exact same thing to
Arthur Bearden. Naturally; one of the
things I asked Dr. ‘Hurst .was what
I could do for myself. And that's
when it dawned on me that 1 was in
rcal bad trouble, because he said that
there was no medicine or cure for as-
bestisis, and that I had to keep com-
ing back cvery two years for another
examinaton to see if it was getting

. warse.” -

I asked Yandle how he felt these
days, and he said not had. “It’s kind
of hard to exphain,” he went on, “But
if 1 exert myself real fast, 1 kifd “of
just give out” Yandle added that in
addition to Bearden and hims}f, Roh-
ert Thomis, Mitchell Walker, Tom
Belcher, and Harold Spencer had been
told by Dr. Hurst thar theg had symp-
toms of carly ashestosis, and had been
advised not to work in dusty places.
“There's a seventh guy with the same
trouhle, hut he's a supervisor and he
won’t talk abont it,” Yandle said. “We
hear that the company sertled  six
months’ pay on all the supervisors,
These other fellows T t0ld yon about,
though—-they’l] talk, and if you wane 1
ntroduce you to some of them.”

%‘?{i‘m]d Yandic T would Jike T mect

Bk spots-on bis lungs and made s |}
biopes.- And 2 whiale bunch of others I ]

e m—— e

them, and anyone clse he could think
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] they’ve kept on to clean up the plane.”

}tlummhcl of those hags from the Jocal

in Bndred-pound  bags from South

thiat he-had worked at the Tyler plant
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shad “gone’ on in’ die

“EWll, then, You ought 1o ik o
Frank Sl:'nu-r,"-f_lw said, “lies Har-
oll's father, and; the interesiing thing
aheuie him i thixt he used to work at the
old .U:uimi Ashestes & Rubber Com-
pany . plant in- McGregur, down by
Waen, Old Frank’s got an awful prob- |
dem Bréathing these days, s he's almost
always at Some. Why don’t [ call him
up now? T might as well call Ray
Barron, ton, Ray lives right chese, and |.
he's part of the maintenance crew

_ Yandle welephoned Spencer and ar-
ranged for us o visit him at his house
lattr i the evening. Then he called
Barron and inivited him to come to the
maotch, When he had hung up, I asked
him to tell me what he knew about the
burlip bags that ashestos was shipped to
Tyler in and that were later sold 0
nurseries i the Dallas-Tyler ana.

“That’s a real laugh,” he sid. “I
mean about them recalling thiny-five

nurseries, You see, the amosite came

Africa to New. Ordeans and Houston,
and then it was freighted over here on
the Cottan Belt Route. Now, T happen
o know that from 1963 w0 1967 Piees-
burgh Corning sold those bags w the
Caastal Bag & Bagging Corporation,
of Houston. Then, after 1967, they
started selling them locally—mostly to
the nurseries. Anyway, what I'm get-
ting at is that the thiry-five thousand
hags are just a drop in the bucket. Lok
at it this way. We used two hundned
sacks of amosite a day in production,
and we worked a five-day week. That
makes 2 thousand bags a weck,
fiftv-two thousand hags a year. Is th
right?”

“Right,” T said.

“O.K.” Yandle wene on. “Fife
two thousand bags a year for wn yea
gives you how much?”

SMore than half a million,” I
plivd.

“More than half 2 million,” Yand!
sid quictdy. “And you know what
They keaked Yike crazy—all of them.
know, becanse T oused 10 help unload) |
tem  fruin the freight cars. They!
leaked fike crazy, and they were duseyt
as could hel” ‘

T was nearly seven when Ray Bar-

ron arrived—a  handsome, _ strap-f,
ping, dark-haired mun. of thiny-four,
with a_soft-spoken-uanner. He tolid me

=
]
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for six years, finst as o bag feeder, then



- tenance men had been dismantling ma-

-time. 1 worked there you couldn’t

in the building. depariment."and: naw

- o -'.-.'5 RT3 3
_“ as a mainwenance man..“I'was a hag|’

feeder for about six months,” he said. |

“f; was my job to cmpty the amosite
out of the burlap sacks and into the

eding machines. T fed about seventy} -

aundred-pound hags of ashestos on cv-
ery vight-hour shift T worked. Trou-
ble was, the ashestos wouldn’t just pour
out. It was packed in s tight we had to
dig it ot with vur hare hands.”

1 atked Barroi if he had ever worn
a respirator wheit he was a bag feeder,
and he shook his head. He had never
warn one until August of 1971, he said,
when the company suddenly made it

mandatory for the entire work force to}:

wear respirators. “Sume of us were is-
sued respirntors a few yedrs ago, but
it was voluntary if we wanted to wear
them, and since no one told us until
Iast August that asbestos was dan-
geous to work with, we didn’t,” he
sid. “All of us in the maintenance
crew are wearing 'em naw, though.
Except for Van Horne, who keeps say-
ing that asbestos won’t hurt you. He
also claims that none of vur medical
problems are caused by ashestos. My
own X-ray is supposed to be clear, and
my other tests are O.K,, and I don’t
have finger clubbing, so they told me 1
weag probably all right. \What warvics

+ is that word ‘prubably,’ and wheth-
er I'H be all right five or ten years from
now. When I think back, all I can re-
member i the dyst. Why, mast of the

sce from one end of the place to the
other—cspecially when there was
any sunlight coming through the win-
dows.”

Barron then said that for the past

several weeks he and three other main-

chinery and equipment with acetylence
torches and burying mwst of #t in a
dump next to the plants “The littde
that’s left & cither heing shipped up to
-Piushurgh or heing sold for scrap,” -he
went an. “When we get through, the
place’ll be empty excepe for the surphu
fibre that’s still in the warchouse.”
_ “How. much of that is there?” T
mquired.  © 7 - .
“There must be about ten thousand
hags,” Barron answered. “I hear
they’ve already sold it to sume outfit up
in Canada.”
“Da you know who they are or
rre in Canada they are?”
“No,”" Barron said, “It's supposed 10
be a seeret. Bue we'll be husy full time
down there for at least six more weeks,
s [ might hear something, We've anly
just begun to bury the ventilation pipe,

and we still have 10 finkh cunting up

| and Gictons s
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‘clonc machines.
i Barron > keft - shortly .
o’clock,”and then Yandlc and I-drove

out the Joop highway—one of a-serics

&

his wife live. We climbed the porch
steps, and Yandle knocked on a screen
door that opened into a small living
room, Mr. and Mrs. Spencer were in-
side, sitting in rocking chairs and watch-
ing a quiz show on a licge color TV

{set. Spencer, a white-haired, ruddy-

faced man, was wearing bluc-and-
white striped .overalls. His wife, alw
white-haired, was wearing a plain cali-,
co dress. After Yandle had introduced
us, I sat down on a small couch and
asked Spincer to tell me abouc his ex-

| periences working with asbestos.’

“Well, I worked with ashestos for
twenty years or 30,” he said. “I started
in 1948 or 1949 in the old plant down
in ‘McGregor, where we used to live.
The factory was in thc Bluebonnet
Ordnance Plant arca, wherc they'd
made bosnbs for the Air Force during
the Second World War, and the gov-
ernment began reactivating the place
in 1932, so Union Asbestos & Rubber
moved out and came up here in *54,
There was about sixty of us on the
work force at McGrepor, but there
was a big turnaver. Most of us were

1 farmers, and there was a kt of young

farm boys who came and went. Har-
old, my own s, wurked there, ton,
In fact, I signed a paper sdying he
was cighteen, hut he was really only
seventeen. That's so he could get the
job.”

I asked Spencer if he had ever worn
a respirator at McGuegor, and ke gave
me-a kuk of amazement. “Wore a
respirator!” he excluimed, “Why, I
wore one all the time down there.
They never said a word to us about as-
bistos being dangerous, but they made
s wear our respirators. Actuadlf, Tit
wasn't the company that did that. Tt
was the insurance underwriters who
il we had to wear "em. I guess they
must  have known that  thae  dust
couldn’t he duin® us much goad, ché
But, gordness’ sakes, insurance under-
writers or not, you woull have hed 10
wear a respicter down  there—you
couldn’t have breathed otherwise, Mast
of the vme, T couldn’t hardly see the
man working next to me!™

“Do you ever get back therel™ 1
inquired. ‘

“We used o go hack all the time to

the men who worked with me at that

v, s . -
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of roads that girdle Tyler—to the cast}-
.- |side of town, where Frank Spencer and

‘Eﬁﬁ»ﬁt_l‘r_fficn_ds and eclatives,” Spepcerd.
replicd” “Riit, one by ene, just about all

- place - have: died, T Aosdly, they | just
" swectied to sop hréathing.” T
- “Some of them dicd uf cancer, twn,”
Mre. Spencer added, withour taking
her eyes from the TV set, “Chest can-
ovr, the womenfolk twold me.”

“Ull be sixty-gix years old in May,”
Spencer waid. “And T swear Pm just
about the witlicst one T know that’s leir
alive from that McGregor plant. Ex-
cept for mip son, of course, and he's al-
ready got trouhle with his Jungs, I've
had trouble with mine for years. I
finally had w quit the Tyler plant in
1968, They disiblcd me. Just couldn®
hardly breathe no more. Now I'm out
of breath all the dme. Can’t do noth-
.ing. Can’t walk any distance at all.
When T quit, they started giving me
some  retirement  payments—eighteen
dollars 2 month, I should’ve done what
Ed Land did. He quit around about
1962. He couldn’t breathe, cither, be-
cause a lung collapsed an hini. I heard
he was going to sue, hist they settled
with him.”

I asked Spencer if he was recciving
any medical attention, "and he “smiled
for the firmt time. “I've been going 1o
these local doctars for my lungs for
vears,” he said. “I spit up an awful lot,
and I’m always out of breath, and P’ve .
got a funny-sounding cough. I guess
P've heen to. just about every last doc-
tor in that Medical and Surgical Clinic.
All of 'em have wld me I had some-
thing wrong on my X-rays. Some of
ey have wld mc I got emphysema,
and some of ’em sy it’s asthma, and at
one time they cven thought I had
cancer, but not anc of "em ever said it
was oh account of asbestns, \Vell,
they’re a hunch of quacks. I know what
I got now. I got what Ed Land pot. I
got what Haruld’s got. And all th
" others. T got that dust disease. Tha
dust has ate us up.”

As Yandle and I left a few minue
later, Spencer rose frum his puck .
ing chair, saw us out the door, am
stood an the porch angd hid us powd
“hye. As we went down the steps,
wwrned to thank him, and <w hie
leaning forward, hands on his kneot
rocking his head up and down. He wa
gasping for air, .

Al’ eight o’clack the neat morning
Yamlle came by the motel in his
hattered bhue pickup, \We had a cup o
coffee in the dining room and then
drove out to Arthur Bearden's house,
on the cast side of wwn. Bearden's|
place was a-faded-green framg dwell-)
ing_that sat on cinder blocks, like mot}

. of the -houses in the area, and in the]
front yard there was z twenty-five-

&
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. | wonderfully festive hally tree, so full of
shiny green leaves and hright-red ber-
tics it looked as if it had been hung by
Phand, .
Reanden came o te door, usheied
nside, and immediately offered o
brew us some toffce. He 8 2 grave-
faced, soft-spoken man in his middic
fortics, and when Yandle wld me he
was famous for making strong coffec
he responded with a bnxd grin of de-
light.' Then, seating me at a cable in
{the dining room, he disappearcd into
the kitchen. Yanidle went to get Har-
old Spencer, who lived in a traiker next
deor. . . .
When Bearden returned from the
kitchcn, he sat down across from me
and told me that he had gone to work
at the=Tyler plant in March of 1955,
a few months after it hegan operating.
] worked there until 1960,” he said.
“Then I was hid off for a year, but
I went back in April of 196! and
stayed until the plant closed down last
raonth. So, all in all, I figure I worked
with asbestos about sixteen years. Dur-
ing that time,.I.guess I worked .in
[ most areas of the production: depart-
ment. I never wure a respirator until
last August, and I never saw anyone
else wearing onc cxcept for a few fol-
s on the feeder machines and in the
sew room hack in 1969, Those were
probably the dusticst arvas in the plant,
but the whaole place was so dusty it’s
hard o tell for sure. Most days, you
couldn’t see from the middle of the
building to cither end.”
At this point, Yandle returned with
Harold Spencer, a man i his late
thirties, who wears a grin that inasks
a diffident manner and an air of fatal-
tsm. When [ wld him T had met his
father and mother the night before,
he simply nodded and grinned a littde
wider, and sat down at the table. 1
asked Spencer how long he had worked

moments and said he guessed foe-about
seventeen years. “I worked at the Un-
itn Ashestos & Rubber plant in Me-
Gregor from '3 o ’33)” he said.
“Then I worked at Tyler from ’33 o
'537, and then-§ came hack in 1960 and
worked steady from then on until the
plant closed down last month, Nobody
ever told me the staff would hurt us,
and T never wore a respirntar until last
Tust, when evervbody had to stary
.aring them. RBuck around  last
Thanksgiving time, I got called over
to the East Fexas Chest Hospital by a
Dr. Seaman, who told me T had a spot
ot my left Jung. He didn’t say what it
wis, but he offered o treat me as an

with ashestos, and he thought for a few |,

"‘m-'.t-'higfl, 's}‘mmrtl’it:;l“.\' rounded, and |- ;

- X-ray pictuses of me every tme. Most

- All he could say was that there wasa’t

- ried me most of all was what-a doctor

" in the chist. And Marvin King, onc of

shouldn’t try to find a job anyplace
Aete was dus. The thing dtrchathers
“ome i 1 should’ve realized something |
+owas wrong back @i 1968, 1 was off

“werk, on Tuesday morning. They took

momings, they jist took a couple, bt
one” moming they wok ekven—unc
standing up and ten flat on my back.
Anather tme, they swabhed wit my
mouth with anestheiic, put in some kind
of a onating, and looked down into my
chest with sume kind of a tube. After-
ward, Dr. Seaman twold me my kfe
Jung wasnt functloning” properly. I
“asked him if it was on acoount of the
ashestos, but he mid he couldn’t say.

any surgery for it. Then, on February
9th, I got sent over there to sce Dr.
Hurst. He said I had what Jooked to
Kim like ashestos scar tisue in my
lungs. He told me hot to work in
dusty conditkins anymore, and he said
to come hack and gee him in two vears.
By that time, I was real woiried and
didn’t know what o think. \Vhat war-

from’ X1I0SH tald me back in’ Octoher.
He had listened to me hreathe, and he
had looked real carcful at my fingers,
and he had told me I had a case of
ashestosis.”

“That’s what we all got,” said
Barden, looking around the table at
his frignds and then 3t me. “\WV¢ just

better hope we’don’t get cancer. You

know, somec people have already died}

of cancer who worked there. Mr.
McMillan—he was plant manager he-~
fore Van Horiie—he died about a year
and a half ago of sime kind of cancer

the supervisors-—he taok sick back in
1958, T think it was, and died of Jung
cancer. And Chester Hickman, who'd
been night watchman since the place
opened-—he died of cancer in June of
19717 . -,

Brarden went nut to the kitchen and
brought back eoffee for cveryane. It
turned out o be as strong as any I had
ever tasted, and when T wld him so
(e grinned with delight again. “Spencer
here was the only one of us that got
reated L as an outpatient,”  he  said.
"Back in Octaber, Dr. Spicgel told me
I had a bad smind in my lungs, but I
didn’t see IDv. Hurst until [ went over
to the Fast Texas Chest Hospital with
Herman here in Februare, Pr. Hurst
told me I had carly stages of ashestosis
with wles in my lungs, and that ]

atpationt. -He stid I conld keep ‘on
;. working at the plant that way. I went

“to him for about two months. During
"+ . December and January, I went once a

from ~turk- then witlra hladder %nﬁ‘c-

4 touch with me, but after I waited sx

to change jobs, but he said he couldn't

‘| and a shy manner, He.told me that he

1 November of 1969, when he quit. “I

“I remember, though, that ardund the

{1 dme I was beginning to get some idea

tion and got sent over by the company
to sce Dr. Smyth, at the Medical and
Surgical Clinic, He gave me a physical
examination and “listencd to my chest
and twok some XNerays, A few hours
later, he called me hack and listened
to my -chest again, but h: didn’t i
me anything.”

“Furmyj thing,” Spencer murmured,
“Back i 1969, I got my first Xeray at
the Medical and Surgical Clinic, and a
Dr. Mapshall aver ther wid me'} h.—\dJ
a spot on my Jung. He said he'd be in

months without hearing from him I got
worried and went back and saw a Dr.,
Whetsell there. Dr. Whetsell gave me
a checkup, and when he was through |
told him I thought that maybe I ought

guarantee I'd be hired anywhere else,
because I might not be able to pass a
physical.”. .
While Spencer was talking, we were |’
joined by Willie Hurtt, whom Yandle
had invited over, Hurtt i a gaunt man
in his lare fiftics; with sunken checks

had started work at the Tyler plant in
January of 1956, and had stayed unil

worked mostly on the feeding machines
and the ovens, and T hardly cver wore
a respirator the whole time,” he said,

end of May of 1969 some fellows from
the union committee went in and asked
Van Horne how come a few of the
boys were suddenly wearing masks.
Van Horne told them it was on account
of thie dust levels were high in the saw
room and the feeding-machine arca. So
they asked him if the dust would hurt
us, and Van Horne just said that even
if it did there wasn’t any way anybody
could be sure of it. Of course, by that

‘of my own that the stuff wawm’t goud
to breathe. I'd been coughing bad
for early three years, and I'd been 1o
a lot of doctors. I went o see Dr,
Thomas and Dr. Smeh at the Medi-
cal, and Surgical Clinic, and T went
w Dr. Kaight nt the Glenwood Gen-
eral Hospital, in Thier. Dre. Smyth
told me I ought not 1o work in dust,
but he niever said I'd be disabled. Dr.
Knight said T had criphysema in bath
lungs. He kept me ar the Glenwod
General Hespital for a week after |
quit the plant. He took a tot of Xerays
and asked me where T oworked, but
he didn’t-tell me anything_abour the
voruvs and_he didn’t say anythipg
about asheston, Now I'mnot worth ™

hoot 1o do anything. 1 T walk just




-

a-fiule
- ¢ “Same with me,” said Bearden. “1
* Jaed a2 fow in the garden the other
day and I was out of breath estirely.”
¢ “The worst thing of all i we can’t
res a physical to get anuther job,”
wersad, -

Bearden nodded suberly. “I got an
application in at a plant that manu-
factures air-conditioncrs,” he told me.
“But I'm a-scared to death of the
physical. I'll take it, but I'm afmid of
it, *cause I kiow I'won’t pase it if they
take an X-ray or listen to my lungs.”
For a moment, Bearden was slent,
Jooking around the table at his friends.
“You know,” he said reflectively, *not
everybody was as dumb as we were. I
remember a new man walking in a few
years ago. It was in 1970, I think.
They had told me to explain the feed-
ers to him, and it was nighttime and
the lights were on and the dust was so
thick it was fopging the lights. This
fellow—I"ll never forget him. He took
a Jook at the feeders, and he walked
partway down the plant floor. Then
he turncd and walked back past me and
gave ‘his head a shake. And then he
went right on out the door, without a
word w0 anyboily, and he never came
back.”

jicce, 1 ean’t even breathe.”

T was about cleven o'clock when
. ZJandle and I retumned to the motel.
I had an appaintment to sce Van Homne

in an hour, and Yandle had to do some .

wark around his -house,’ We afranged
to mect there Jate in the afternoon.
Half an hour later, I drove east to
US. Highway 271, where I turned
north at a huge foundry that was
belching smoke into the sky. About
cight miles down the road, I passed a
large, maodern brick building survound-
¢d by expansive lawns. A sgn identi-
ficd.it as “East Texas Chest Hospital”
A few hundred yards past the hospital,
I wirned west onto State Highway 155,
where there was a sign pointing the
way to the Owentown Industrial’ Dis~
trict. At tiw hottom of a hil}, about a
mile northwest of the hospital, T came
to a flat valley filled with sheds, pre-
fabricated buildings, and sume woaden
warchouses that had once been part of
Camp Fannin, a Sccond Warld War
training center and P.OAV. camp. The
whaole place was crisscrossed by spurs
of the St. Louis Southwestern Railway.
Af = winding through the area for five
o. 1 minutes, I came upon a pair of
long, Jow sheds with pecling wooden
fagades and corrugated roofs, and saw

a sign aflived tef the side of onc of them
which read “All Persons Fntering This
Area Mgt Wear Approved Respirator

‘I Protection.” Tt_was « 0w’ white sim
L with beight-red kettering, and against
" Fehe shabby hackgrinmd it dwnte like a

beacen. At one end of the sheds was a
green cinder-block office building with

Caorparation.”

I parked the car out
side, and gave my name to & reception-
ist in an antervem, who announced my
arrival on an intercont. A winate later,

{ Van Home came out, shook my hand,
and ushened me into his office, whene |

we sat -down-near his disk. He was a
gray-haired, sclf-assured man in his
middle’ fortics, and he was wearing
horn-rimmed glasses and 2 mustand-
colored spoits, jacket. Whien I told him

the plant, he said he had been in wuch
with the Pittshurgh office an hour be-
fore and had received certain orders. “f
have been instructed o read a2 state-
ment o you,” Van Horne continued.
“It' is an authorized statohent, and
after I am done reading it I will have
no further commient.” Having said this,
he got to his feet, picked up a shect of
‘paper from the top of his desk, adjusted
his glasses, and,, in the firm, measurcd
wne of 3 schoolmaster explaining _the
rules to a pew and possibly recalcitrant |
student, bhegan  reading.  “Pittshurgh
Corning, on its own initiative, hus
chsed the Tyler, Texas, plant and has
ceased ashestos production entifely,” the
statement said. “We have no plaus for
further use of the Tyler plant and are
making cvery cffort to insure safe dis-
posal of any remaining waste material,
We sincerely regret the advense veo-
nomic impact that dic plant clsing
might have on our caployees and their
familics. Since 1967, we have made
¢fforts and investments w rediee dust
levels at the plant and have kepe gov-
emment agencies advised, 1t has be-
come ecunomically impessible to reach

lished by the federal povernment.”Each
of the employees at the plant have been
given complete physical examinatiims
and, in coiperaivn with local officers
of the O, Chemical, and Awomic
Warkers Union, we have established
job-tounselling service w aid men in
lcating other work. There & no sub-
stantiation for the claim thae burlap hags
from the plant are a health hazaed,
Despite this, we have recently bought
frum nurserymen in the Dallas-Tyler
are some  thirtv-sin  thousand  bags,
which may have come from our pland.”

When Vin Horne finished reading,

whe was a moment of constrained
hmied

Sars - .
bfence; then [ got to niv feet,
him for giving me his tme, and aked

a sign weading “Pitsburgh Corning |-

front, went in-}.

that I wanted to talk with him about |

the increasing rigid dust levels estib- }

-

o < -ment. Helmang for.the receptionia,

him if 1 could have a copy of his'smiv

" whoe came in, tok the statement, went
* out, and returned with a Xerox copy,
*Van Home handed me the Xerov,
shook my hand, accompanied me to the
front door, and wished me a pleasant
trip hack to New York City. I told him
I was plamning o stick around town
for a while. Then 1 got into the car
" and drove away.

WHEN I got hack to the mutel, I
. went (0 iny room to make a few
phone calls. While I was looking up
-some numbers in the Jocal dicectory, 1
happened upon a description of the
town, and learned that it had been
" established in the carly cighteen-fortics
and named for President Juhn Tyler,
who Had advocated the annexition of |
Texas to the United States. According |
to the phone bouk, Tyler had teen “a*
- small agricultural town witli an aristo-
cratic background®” wmtil 1930, when
the great East Texas il field was dis-
covered. At that point, the phune di-
recuiry said, “Tyler became the of-
. fice headquarters for two hundred and
sixty-scven  independent and major
oll producers, operators, and refiners
working in the ficlds surrounding the
_city.” Beneath the description was a!
bax with the heading “Some Interest-
ing Facts About T'vler.” One of the
interesting facts was that Tyler has a
twenty—cight-acre  grenicipal garden
congaining twenty-five thousand rose-
* bushes in three hundred and fifty vari-
cties. Anather interesting fact was that
“more. than- half of the fild-grown
. roschushes supplicd to the entire navon
come from within a fifty-mile radius of
Tyker.” The must interesting fact
about-"Tvler I saw, however, was that
it 18 the medical center of East Texas,
with an expanding complex that in-
cludes the Medical Center Hnspim], the
.Mother Frances Huspital, twa other
gencril hospitals, four private clinics,
and, vn the oumskirts, the Fast Texas
Chest Haspital, which has cight hun-
tred and twenty-five beds.
< Aferhanch, § drove out to the Ease
Texas Chest Hoepital to keep my ap
pointient with Dr. Hurst. It was
windy afternbon, with clouds scudding
across the sky, and on a flagpole in
front of the main entrafice to the hos-
pital the” American and Lone Star flags
were flapping to the accompuniment of
rautling grommets, A lot of Texas red-
hud trees on the grounds were just be-
ginning 6 hloom, and they cast a sheel[’
of purple against the well-tnmmed|.
. prEFlawns, Samvrdistance off, run-]

shackle wooileh barracks with sagging| .

[




“mofy, ling clapbwiard _walls, and
75 P Tt P e\ulnng lmu-drh"n-— indicated
thae, like the nearhy Owentewn Indus-
“tsial Diserict, the ste had once been
part of Camp Fandin,

¢ After spending a few minutes in a

w-iny room, [ was dincered. to the }

c of Dr. Hurst, winim I found to
be a will, thin man in his late chires,
with dark hair, an carnest manner, and
a1 mild way; of speaking. Born in Minas
Gerais, in Brazl, where' his father
was 2 misionary, {)r. Hurst received
his training at the University of Texas
Southwestern -Modical Scheal, in Dal-
las; he thea becaime a specialist in pul-
mangry disease, and for several years|
was a menber of the Staff of the Chest
Division of Woodlawn Hospital, in
Dallas. In 1964, e was appointed
chinfcal dircewr of the East . Texas
Chese Hospital, and in the antuinn of
1970 he became superintendent of the
institution. He told me that the hospital
had been founded in 1949 as a wher-
tulosis hospital, and that its majof
-work had always been in the field of
tuberculosis treatment.  “Since 1967,
hiswever, we've been treating patients
afflicted with- ather kinds of pulmionary
discase;” he said. “The fact & that
when Dr. Grant, as medical consule-
ant to Pitshurgh Corning, approached
me late in 1966 about canducting a

‘cal survey of the waorkers in the
AvercSLOS facmr) here, n promized to bg
a real departure for u”

“What _reasons did Dr. Grant give
you for wanting the study performed?”
I asked.

“He told me that the men were
working with amasite ashestas, and that
the company wanted to know if they
were cncuintering any medical vpmb—
lems-as a result of their exposure.’

T remarked on the frony of the fac-
wry's proximity o a_luspital specializ- |
ing in pulinonary disease, and asked
l)r Hurst if he had an\n of the
plant’s exbtence before Dr. Grant's

visit.
Dr. Hum shook kis head sanbrely.
,” he said. “I'd never heard of the
me.

s

«®

“Did Dr. Geane give vou any jndi- ) -

cation that he sugpected the men might
be getting ch becatse of their exposure
t 'th.ﬁtm'

“Na, he did not,” De. Hunt re-

plicd. “Obvioushy, he knew that expo-|

‘slll‘l: to ashestos coull caue pulmaonary
| . He simph told me that the
- up.m_\ had been wing the Medical
and Surgical Clinie, and thae it now
wanted us o undertake g uunpnlmv
sive medical survey of its workers.”

I asked Dr.

£ beers consulted | by

- me  that

Hurst if he had ever;
.

fedical and Surgical Cllmc ahout acy

“No,” he said, “I\cvcr. I only ex-

amiined mcn sent me by the company, |
" who were working and were apparent-

ke well.”
I wld Dr. RHurst that several of the
ashestos workers T bad talked with had

. gail that doctors at the clinic had told

themi they were afflicted with emphy-
sema or bronchitis, and that T had not
yet met anyone who had heen tald by
any doctor at the clinic that he was af-
flicted with asbestosic. I asked Dr.
Hurtt if this seemed strange to him.

T5-For a moment, he was slent. Then

,hc wid, “You know,.there’san awful

Jog of ignorance about occupatiinal dis-
case. The average dactor tends to
minimize the danger of it. Some doc-

" tors tend to hlame everything on ciga-

rectes.”

I asked Dr. Hurst if iic had learned
at any time that Dr. Cralley, .of the
Bureau of Occupational Safety and
Health, @ Cincinnad, had not per-
formed che medical survey of the Tyler
warkers he Had agreed to back in 1967.

“No,-I did not,” he answered, “J
assumed that the study had been con-
ducted, as Dr. Grant had indicated it

. woyld he.”

“YWhat seasons did Dr. Grant give
when he called you last August and
once again proposed that you examine:
and test the workers?” | inquired.

“The same reisoms he gave nearly
five years hefore,” Dr. Hurse replied.

“Did he tell jou that Pitcshurgh
Corning had filed a request with the
Department of  Labor fur a variance
frum  occupational-health - regulations,
and that the request for a vanance
stated that the company had alread)
exponded jis mcdlml-u.tmnmmn pr-
gram?”

“No,” said Dr, Hurst.

\When I asked Dr. Hurst 10 describe
the tests that were performed on the

Tyler workers at the East TexagChest

Hempital in Auguse of 1971, he dold
they inchnled \..mil atory
studies, to detennine how fast air gw.l
intn and out of the hings; Jung-volumg
studics, to show how much air thy
lungs can hold; bhlood-pas stadics, w
indicate how efficiently osvgen is get
ting into the blamlstrean; diﬂ'usiml
studics, 1o indicate what happens 1
oxygen and carban dionide in,the Jungs;
and chest X-rays,
I lhni asked Dr, Hurst when he
X td, that some of the wakers
were afflicted with ashetosic, “Well)

any .doctor_at thef -

it ik & While]
Jable-to ;rull TN mtl‘ data” ng ther: it}

‘orkér at the Pinsbutgh Coming plant | ©. 5 Novembér,” He sl “Be" thin,’ we

Tiwho had bad to ‘stop work because of
: ‘ulmmar) insufficiency.

Jwith the company in the first place &

-

- :md, avithin, a el “or s,

hn:‘um \n- \u.nn v

kitew: there was evidence of fibris, or
scarring of the lungs, on somie of the
X-rays. Some’ of the mew ale had
dvgmea,” or_shartness of breath, and
there wete decreases in’ ditfusim capae-
ity as well, fn fact, all but one of the
seven men in real trouble had low dif-
fusion, The trouble was, we had made
a rkstake in our formula for the difu-
shin studics, and didn’t discover it until
December, “That’s why it took us s
long to come up with a positive diagno-
sis of ashestosis.”

I then asked Dr. Hurst if he or
anyone ¢lse was planning to perform
followup medical studies of the Tyler
workers or their. familics, or of former
workers or their familics,

“P've salked about that’ with Dr.

Johnson, st MOGH with Dr. Norman
Dyer, of the Environmental Protection
Agency, in Dallas, and with my si-
periors in the Texas State Dc;nnmem
uf Hcald\, Ke sid. “l really cant
iay” what's gomg to happen, however.
1 suppose it's a quatum of where the
money will come from.”
. Next, I asked I¥r. Hurst if the East
Texas Chese Hospital had cver before
examined workeis on a consultant ba-
sic with a company.

“Not to my knowledge,”

“Would you da it again?”

“f. don’t know;” Dr. Hurst said
slowly. “The studics we performed for
Pittshurgh Corning were good studics,
and dnce we rectified the error in onr
diffusion tests they were thorough. But
whether we should have got involved

he replied.

something I'm not sure about,”

T was about three-thivey when T left
the hospital; so 1 tuak the shortest
route to Yandle's house, driving north
un State Highway 155, past the Owen-
town Industral District. T continued,
through Winona, to the town of Big
Sandy, where I wrned west o US.
llighwn_\' 80, towand Huwkins. At one
voing, T crossed a bridpe over a muddy,
neandering stream, and then the romd
passal through mile after mile of pe-
€N PITOVES, where snow-white carehs
'gr‘uul amang thouwsands of frail black
xruﬂ, whose delicate branches formed
an intricate tracery agaiifst the sk, The
jeenter uf "1\\L|n\ consists of {our
mrm rs, where UL Highway 80 .
! hiseeted hy State Hl-'h\n\ 4, A sign
,lhtlc SUs thate the tnwn h ™o pupu] -
‘] tion of ninc-hundred and \g\um-\t\ul

' ned north_on State Highwas 4]
h_un ot EUEEU S

arened ST

. ——
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Yandle¥ plicc—z smalliw
house—and found Yandk

"“the driveway. BRI i S
. Yandle and I spent the rest of the
YWiternoon hunting up men who had

ked in the Tyler phat.” A mile

 the mad, we paid our fime cill,
on Dale Peck, alean, good-kuking fel-
low in his late twentics, whom we
found in the yard behind his house,
bending over the engine of a car. Peck
was wearing, a' navy-bluc wool waich

cap, a shirt with ihe sleeves cut'out, and |

Levi’s: After we shook hands, he stuffed
his hands into the hip pockets of his
Lavi's, sat down on a fender of his car,
and told ine.that he had workéd at the
Tyler plant for five years. “Like mast
.of the other bays, I had a whale bunch
of jobs,” he said. “I was a feeder, a
builder;-a saw-room labarer, and a scale
man, Scale mien are the ones who‘
wrigh the ‘hoxes casrying the finished
pruduct, I finally quit the place in July
of 1969, on account of the respirators
had started making some of ué
wear. [ couldn’t breathc through the
damn thing. I just couldn’t get any air
into me, 0 I quit, Now I work making
corrigated boxes at the Continental
Can plant. That’s in the Owentown
Indusirial District, too. The spring he-
fore 1 quit, I'd been clected chairman
ic unin committee, and I went in
to Van Homne to ask him about some
articles that sume_ of the fellows, were
reading that sakd ashestos was'had for
youi. Van Home passed it off with a
shrisg. He said that as far as he knew
the dactars had no way in the world of
knowing for sure that the stuff caused
you to gut sick.” i
With Peck dccompanying us, Yan-

Pz lifficulty; breathing. . “No
st Fone ever: wld me ‘the damni” stuff whs
77| dangerous,?  he' said birterly. “About |
= twa peais- agn,  though, I stared to

feel different in my. chest. It fele tined
5% L all the dme, and it hurt a kit. It's boen

dic and I druve west about fiftecn miles
o the town of Mincola, to see Tom
Belcher, vite uf the seven men whost
symptems had been dingnosed as those
of ashestosis, and who had been advised

. by Dr. Hurst not-to work in a dusty
cnvinmment, On the way, Yandle told
me that Belcher had worked in the
plant for sixteen years, and that he had
started as a feeder operator.

T fim and AWilkie Hurn,” Peck
sid, “They’ve veal old-timers at that
place. 1 nised to see them shaking down
the dust collectors, \Why, the stuff wad
so thick on them vou couldn’t hardly
make out their hair or faces. T remems
her ‘Tam sometimes wore 1 mask, It

Pt a real mask, though, It was onc

o dhese gauze ones, Jike vou see then

wearing in hospitals on the TV

Beleher was a Rorid, heavywet man
in ik Jate forties, and as Yandle, Peck
and [ stowd talking with hin in l]lj
front vard it was ohvious that Dy

ving. i
s 8 1

that way ever since, and these days I

- { cough o much in the morning 1 can't
hardly stand it.”

.A few momenis later, Belcher’s wife
called me into the house and showed

. | me a copy of Dr. Hurst’s diagnestic
" {report. According (o the réport, Bel-
-} cher had a reduction of forced vital ca-

pacity, which is the maximum amount
of dir he can take into bis Jungs; a
twenty-five-per-cent reduction in total
ling capacity, whiich is the' amount of
air his lungs can hold; and a slight re-
duction in the amount of oxygen that
géts'into his bloodstream. In addition,
his. X-ray films showed an increase in
branchovascular markings on the lower
lefr<lung field. Mrs, Belcher said that
her husband’s chest. was giving him a
great deal of pain, that he was worried

‘aborit ‘his worrying, because in addition
to his pulmanary problems he had high
blood pressure. -
* When ‘we left the Belchers, Yandle,
Peck, and I drove to & place about seven
 milcs north of Hawking, where J. C.-
Yandle, Herman's brother, lived, with
his wife and family, and worked as a
tenant rancher, He had a typical small
Texas spread,. with a long blacktop
drive leading up to a sative-rock fann-
lhouse that was surrounded by pasturcs
separated by well-kept fences, We
found J. C. Yandlc in a field adjacent
to the hwnse, fixing a cultivator rig. He
was a tall, thin, lean-faced man in his
middle fortics; he was wearing Levi’s
and a denim jacket, and he looked as if
he had stepped right out of a scene
in *“The Last Picture Show.” After
Herman introduced us, J.C. leaned
aguinst a corral fence and, speaking
very deliberately, toll me that hé had
gone to work at the Tyler plane in
November of 1961, “1 worked there
steady until the plice shut down last
nonth,” he said. “During that whole
time, no onc ever told e or any-
one else T know that ashestos could
harm you, Why, I cin remember some
of aur supervisors saying it not only
wouldn’t hurt you but was good for
you! They even used to tell us you
could cat it. They were saying that
cright wp dll August, when all of a
sudden we have, to wear respirators,
*First thing [ heard about my X-rays
?;5!_:;9“ zhe ninth of February, when
D& Hurst called me in and™mid they’
didn’t show up anything wrong. He

?° He smid maybe I was smoking  too

* warker, kived, with his mother, Hicks

about it, and that she was worried |

* symptoms of a disedse caused by all.the

': AT they toak @R Xerays, [ was Iy in}? 3

told me I'was breathing in better than

“I-was breathing vut, though. I asked
him whyZ He ‘said some peaple do that.

SIS O

much. Funny thing is, I roll my own
and I don’t smoke an awful lat. About
half a pack a day, maybe. But I am
sure awful short-winded, and for the
last few years it's been getting worse
and worse. I been coughing up a ter-
rible storm in the mornings, two.”

Alter we said goodbye w0 J. C.
Yandle, ks brother and Peck and 1
drove toward Hawkins on State High-
way 14 and, about 2 mile before Her-
man Yandle’s place, stopped at a frame
house with brown asbestos siding
where Ray Hicks, 2 former Tyler

wasn’t at home, 30 we drove a little
farther along the road, to a house
where Hubert Thomas, another of the
T_ylcr workers, was visiting some
friends. As we were getting out of the
car, Hubert's brother Rubert drove up,
with his wife, and parked just in front
of us. Robert Thomas was fifty years
old, he had worked at the Tyler plant
for ten years and three months, and he
was ane of the seven men whose symp-
tonis had been diagnosed -as those of
asbestosis, “At the end, just befure
they closed the place down, I was
working in the finishing department,”
he told me. “It was my job to push
cartons of finished insulation.” down
along the factory floor. Trouble was, 1
just couldn’t push the damn things with-
dut stopping every hundred feet to ger |
my breath, My chest’s been hurting
something awful lately, and I've been
short of wind for the past five or six
vears. I also cough a ot these days.
When I got called in by Dr. Hurst last
month, he told me that he and the
other doctors. at ‘the hospital had de-
cided I probably had emphysema ar
hronchitis, He also said I could have J

dust I'd breathed over at the factory.
He advised me not to aceept any work
near dust, like at one of the Jocal pipe
or foundry outfits, and he wld me to
quit smoking. He siid that 1 should
have another X-ray soon and that.the
uncs they'd already- taken showed some-
thing wrang. I whink he said it was
some  enlarged tissues  down  there.
When he wid me that, [ remembered
something funny that happened  back
in the last pare of 1970, Id hurt my
hack, and. the company had sent me
o the Muedical and Surgical Clinic,
which shipped me_over tu the Mather [
Frances Huspital for some  N-rays

in my bed When o nurse came into they
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wone - with .a,‘\'quhg{:}rd.-.s t woked. at . Peek, and 1. keft, we drove{ sudidenly” overtaken I another uaros-

.

Be cliptvard, for’a minute,” and “then 1+
Do asted me if [ was diene for-my

5 "} ystir of mirth, “Juse a linde bie? ™
“And what did Van Harne sy

i < ?n',ne’ .
=R suth ‘on State Highway 14 and stopped |
#8 gnin st Ray Hicks's place. His muther

" wack or for my hungs I told her ['was

here for my hack, and she sliook her]”

read and seid that that was odd, be-
> there sitre was sncthing wrong’
A.... my hngs” R

At that point, I said godbye to Rob-
srt Thomas, and walked up 3 driveway
wward the house, Tl driveway ¢
1 deep culvert by the nadside, and oo’
the other side of theeulvert was a large
mnk full of chadnel catfish, which are
2 delicacy in that part of Texas. Twa
children, armed with long-handled dip
nets, were trying w0 catch a pair of
them~fqr a customer who had stupped
off to buy his supper. The catfish were
wrprisingly agile, and the children
were having a lot of fun but not- much
fuck. When Hubert Thomas strolled
sver to sce if they needed a hand, 1
ntroduced mjsclf to him, and we stood
alking for some time heside the mnk.

He told me that he had gone o work}

at the Tyler plant in October of 1961,
and he had stayed on until the factory
was shut down. “We're all kind of
worriced about what's geing to happen
to 115, he said quictly. “Especially those
of us that's got'a lot of years in that|
place. Nohody’s told me anything about
r medical examination yet, which
+  be a good sign, but T can tell you
wamething for surc. I'm so short-
winded these days it's ndiculows. 1
can’t even walk from the tank here to
tay house without getting out of hreath.
Why, I not only have to stop a couple
of times to get it hack but sometimes I
have to sit right down on the ground !

I asked Thomasif he had ever worn
a respiratar and if anyone had cver tald
him before Dr. Grant’s visit that ashes-
tos was dangerus to work with.

He shook his head. “] never wore a
respirator until last suminer,” he re-
plicd. “And nobody ever said m me that
the stuff could hurt you, No—come to
think of it, that ain’t right. There twns
a man who told me ashestos was dan-
gerous. That was Mr. McMillan,
wha was plant manager before Van
Horae, Way back, when T first went
t work there, he told me the stuff
could be harmful. He never said to
wear a mask; though, so 1 didn'e.
got to respect that man, because no-
body else from Piushurgh Corning was

- that honest with me. Butits fun-
ain’t it 1 mean, Me McMillan
knew it was dangerous, and he died aof
cancer hinsell not long age, but he
never said to wear o mask, Sa T didn’t
None of us did.”

~r

It was growing dark, and when

“éame to. the doar amnd tald Yandle that

~sure we could find him at the service
“satian down by the four comers in
. Hawkins. A few minutes later, Yandle
sptted Hicks’s car at the service sta-
tion, and when I drew up heside it he
climbed out to get him, Hicks, a wll,
thin, hamdsome, pale man in his carly

thirtics, got into the hack seat with Peck |.

and Yandke got in front with me, and
we spent a few minutes chatting. Hicks
told mie that he had gune to wolk at
the “Tyler plant on April 30, 1962, and
had warked there until tht factery wis
shut ‘down. “That makes nine years
and ten months, and I never wore 2
respirator except for the last six months
I was o the job,” he said. “I ncver
knew it was dangerous to work with
ashestos until Jast suminer, when Dr.

 Grant came down. He wld us it was

hazardous, but he said you didn’t get
any symptoms in less than ten or fifteen
years,” ' )

I asked Hicks how he felt, and he
stid that he felt pretty good~—that, un-
like a lot of his'friends from the plant,
he wasn’t experiencing any short-wind-
cdness. “Dr. Hurst ok X-rays of me
in August of 1971, but I never heard
from him, so I guess that means I'm

T OK,” be added. . . L

“Hey, why don't you tell us what
Van Homé told you when he called
you in last month,” Yandle said; with a
anile, - .

“Oh, that,” Hicks said with a shecp-
ish grin. “Why don’t you guys lay off
that?” Hicks-then shook his head and’
smiled ruefully at mc. “Well, Van
Honie called me into his office just be-
fore the place shut down,” he said. “He
told me a report on my X-rays indi-
cated that there was a little spot on the

- Jower lobe=of hy Ieft luny, apd fie sinid
I’d hetter stop smoking. I told him I’d
never smoked in my Jife—cxcept-<i-
gars. So he asked me if I drank a Jot
of mitk.” .

\WVhen Hicks said this, Yandle began
to chuckle. Then, juined by Peck, who
had broken imto a guffaw, both men
teaned hack in their seats and gave way
o gales of laughter.

“And what did you tcll him?”
asked Yandle, making a vain attempt
v stifie his laughter,

“I wid him I dmnk a liule milk
now and then,” Hicks said. “That’s
thes, truth, too. I don’t drink all that

g_‘ggh;mﬂk." . - —— -
- lieth bit?” said Peck, Who was

‘Rar had comc-and gone since we were |
"“there before but thar she was prety

4 v be doubled over as the minh bub-
hied out of him. “Van Horiie told me

——

- —————————— —— + 3

| ever. since.”

+f they had emmphysenia, bt none of the
Adoctars at the clinie, as tie as T eould

when you okl him that?” Yandle
cried, still laughing.

Hicks glanced at me, but he had be-
- gun laughing himsell now, and sudden-

[ had a calciums deposit in my Jungs,
and sxid I muse be drinking oo much
milk.” -

At thl point, Hicks brgke down
comipletely, and I began to laugh my-
slf. For somic moments, the four of
us sat rocking with laughter, unable ta
speaks; then Hicks straightened up and
mi'magcd -to"get partial control of him-
self. ’

“I walked out of there real mad,”
he said. “But when I told my fricads
back on the floor, all they did was
laugh, and they'se been nbhing me

“But, Ray, we was worricd about
you!” Yandle prowested. “We was
worried about you up account of all
that milk you’ve been drinking.”

This comment started  everybady
laughing again, and we were sdil
‘laughing when we climbed: mit"of the
car, 2 fow minutes later. T thanked
Yandle for all his help, shook hands
with cach of them, and bade them fare-
well and good luck, Then T got hack
into the car and started for Tyler. As
T drove away, [ caught a glinpsce of
Yandle, Peek, and Hicks in the rear-
view mirrar, There they were, in front
of the Alling station, with their arms
around each other’s shoulders and their
heads thrown  back—three  Texans
standing beneath the stars of the im-
mense night sky and laughing w beat
the band.

N the morning, ¥ ate breakfalt, paid
my biil, and checked out of the
motel. I was planning to drop by th
Medical m@iid Sacgical Clinie ta ask the
dewtors there why none of thg men wha
had come w them with pulmonary
problems had been told that the truuble:
tight he thic resule of the plice they

4 were working aid what they were in-

haling ‘on the jeb, Some of the men I
hiad spoken with had been told they had
bronchitis, and others had heen old

make oug, had ever told them they
were saffering from ashestosts, which
is, of course, whar was afllicting many
of them, and was the reason they were
evpeticacing such difliculn in=breathe

4 wheel of my gar for 2 few moments I

ing_ Mowever, algsitting behind the =




