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Dear flerb:

The hazards of asbestos exposure among workers have been kpown from
the turn of the century, and scientists have been well aware of this.
Physicians generally had clear access o this knowledge at least
gince 1924 when W.E. Cooke pubiished 2 faral case im the Britigh
Hedical Journal (more extenzively recorded in the same  journal, in
1927). In the United States our knowledge goes back to Pancoast,

Landis and Miller, who described abnormal x~rays with asbestos exposuye

in the American Jourmal of Roentgenology, in 1914.

& great deal move of informarien ztcumulated Quring the 1930%s and
1948's and 1958's, including the risk of lung cancer, first detailed
in the classic paper of Lynch and Smith in the American Journal of
Cancer, in 1935.

My own studies bepan at Mount Sinal in 19556 and were briefiy published

dn-Litnival Research fn 960 ané, more ¥ully, in the American Journal
of Medieine in 1961 with Drs. M, Bader and R. Rader.

in the 1960's, my colleague E. Cuyler Harmond, and I considered that
it would pe welil o add additicnal guantirative data vo the large
body of knowledge that existed, utilizing the new epidemiological
techniques that had much of their origin in the smoking studies then
untder way. (Xt {s of interest that the first oceupational ¢ochort
investigation was reperted oniy in 1354, by Case., A useful and
informative approasch Lo this had been published in 1993 by

Richard Doll, alithough the population available was selected.)

We adopted the techunigque of inviting the entire membership of the
New Yovk ~ MNew Jersey metropoiitan area localy of the Inteynational
dssocfarion of Reat and Frost Insulaters and Asbestos Morkers on
January 1, 1963 for ¢linical study. In the event, 90% parricipated
(1137 of 1249). Yoo, we initiasted a prospective epidemiological
mortality study of the entire membership of these union locdls as
of January 1, 1943, following the eatire group to December 31, 1962.
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The findings were reported in the Journal of the American Medical
Asgoglation in 1964. :

It wa® thus not a question of attempting to discover whether asbestos

expogure constituted 2 serious health hazard but rather to provide
additional quantitative information concerning this risk.

We continued with this prospective from the 1960's on, and seill . ..
do roday, 2 T

With ali best wighes. . ERERST

Sincerely yours,
Irving 1. Eelikoff. M.B.

Prafesaoy ﬁmeritua T
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cc:  ¥Mr. Ronald L, xocleyv/
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Pr. Anthony J. Lanza o .
watropolitan Life Insurance Lo. ffigazﬂ"#’
Naw York (ity

Daar Tony:

I recentiy nad a letter from Huplibdbut, from ths
Harvard Dapartment of Geslegy, ssying that he hac analysed
the *Kings Plosts Asbastos™ which we used in our experimental
work, He reports thut thare was only soze 5% of fidrous
sabestos in the uvmterial, ths rest of 1t was serpantine and
tale #1th & few impursitiss, I had this anaslyals ¢hecked bY
Dr. Gabriel, of the New Brunswick station, and he confirms
the findings.

The qusstion now arises s&s to whether ws wsre st
81l fuatified in talking about pulmonary asbestosis - probably
we resliy prodwaed a reacticn to serpentine. If we can find
some resal fivrous axbestox, ground sufficliently fine, we
should repsat our experiment., However, this report may be
of significance in sxplsining the lack of pulmonury disesse
among the Thatford workera, Most of the flbrous material which
is discovered at thes mine 1s hand picked, as you will rac¢all.
Trese procasses would not be stisnded by the formation of
appraciabls amounts of dust. When thla {ibrous minersl is
breaght to this country for fadrication, ths I'ibres may be
broken up mifficiently fine to be 1nhaled. Thaae patrographers
are very disturding peopis,but they have thelr uses,

Flstchear, I suppese, told youi that he was golng to
sand me & cheok from the 3t, Joe Lasd for a $1000, It wsn
{ndead most asceptsble, ks reported that Mr. Atwell was not
inclined to ass the iight, I appreclate what you end he
attampted to do with him naverthslsss,

Wa are having a pretty good raglatration for tha
scnool and sxpedt you will have no empty chsirs to talk to.

Bsat regerds,

Sinoersly yours,

\ B
laroy Y. ﬁ::giar. ¥.D,




