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:500,000 daily. 400 emplcyces. Printing of labels and color cards
‘started

.

THE HISTORY OF TIE SHERWIN-WILLIAMS CO.
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The Sherwin-Willizws Co, is the world's largest manufac-
turer of paints, varnishes, lacquers, insecticides, ard
associated products.

Sherwin-"111iams dates. fran 1866 when Henry A. Sherwin invested

+'$2,000, his savings bank account, in & partnership with Truman

Dunhan and H. 0. Griswold under the name of Truman Dunham & Co.
Total capital imvested §57,000. Sales the first year were $400,574
of lead, oil, paints, and painters! supplies. T

A. T. Osborn admitted to the partnership. Bought linssed oil mill,

Partnership dissolved, Dunham and Griswold entered linseed oil
manufacture, E. P, Williams joined with Sherwin and Osborn, each
investing $15,000 in partrership, Sherwin-Williams & Co. to handle
paint end of the business. Stars at 126 Superior Street, Cleveland.
Now 42 warehouess, 550 branchses, 25,000 autharized dealers and an
told mmber of retail outlets procwing - products from jobbers.

Began mamufacturing paint in ane smell building on Canal Road,
Cleveland. Output the first year 450,000 pounds of oil paste
paint, Now 32 factoriss, 700 buildings, mamifacturing 35,000 pro-
ducts, a total of over cne billion pounds,

Yanufacture of tin cans by hand begun. Now two plants manufacturing

- one small prass, tro men and & boy. Now 200 employees,
18 modern presses and other modern equipment printing many millions

‘{jor labels and advertising features.

First mamfacture 'ggjwp - set standard for high-grade house paint,
leading indusiry away from cheap, poar-quality, ready-mixed peint
then offered to an unsuspecting publie.

Partnsrship dissclved, The Sherwin-Williams Co, incorporated .
July 18, 1884, capital £300,000. Now capital and surplus over
$80,000,000.

Manufacture established at Chicago through purchase of the Calumet
Paint Caupany from ths Pullman Company. o

Manufacture begun in ontreal through organisation of ¥alter H.
Cottingham and Co., Ltd, - : '
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1898 ~ W. H. Cottingham appointed Geperal Manager. Put oanplaio
lins of varnishss on ths markst,

1900 - Paint and varnieh fectary established in Newark, N. Jo

1900-1910 Manufacture of linssed oil, leaded ginc, white lead, lithopone,
dry colars, and insscticides. Many prepared paints and enamols
ad.dad.

1914 - Becauae of war with Germny, undertook mamfacture of dves and
intermediate chemicals at s_at Chicago,

_ ]919:}229 Flants established at Deiroit, Dallas, Oakland and Bound Brock,
1922 « lanufacture of aut,anobile Iacqueu begun.
1929-1930 Began manufacture of synthetic resins for use in varnishes and
- enamels. Flants established at Dayton, H‘tﬂadelphia, Pittsburgh,
and Havana, S T T
wha e e
1939 = Dehydrated castar oll mamfacture undartaken at c:!.eveland

1940 « Plant established at Duenos Aires,

194 <~ First samfacture of resin emulsicn paint-/&;n-l‘one,‘ leading
the industry in the introduction of this important new product,

1941-1945 ianufactured many paint, varnish, lacquer, and chemical products
' for military use. lanaged shell-loading plant for War Departmut
at Carbondals, Illinois, '

1944 = Plant erected at Sao Paulo, Bz-azil. ‘

1947 = Flant established at Mexico City.

e A —— T T

1948 =~ Modsrn white enamsl plant and new plant for manufacturing litho-
graphed cans installed at Chicago. Pigment research and vegetable
product labmtmy established at Clsvolnnd. Ke.n-Glo put on the
markat, rts = -

1949 « Property acquired for factcry, and warehouse building srected at
Atlanta, Gecrgia. Nsw warchouse build_ng at Gib‘bsboro. Extenaivo
additiona to plant at Dallas,

1950 -~ S:p;l;ég-?om put on the market, Alkyd varnish kettles inatalled
a

‘ wuch as the first jear, Capital increased fram $45,000 to capital
A i and gurplus cver 880,000,000,
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Business has growm consistently wntil it is now 700 timos as }
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The Company now includest

Acme Quality Painta, Inc.
Detroit, Michigan

W. W. lawrence & Co,
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

The Lowa Brothers Campany -
Dayton, Chio

John Lucss & Co,, Inc, :
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

The Nartin-Senour Co.
Chicago, I1linoise

Rogers Paint Products, Ing,
Detroit, Michigan

The Sherwin-Williams Co. of Canada, Ltd.
Montreal, Canada

Cia. Sherwin-ifilliams, S. A,
Mexico City, Mexico

The Sherwin-Hilliams Co, of Cuba, S. A.
Havana, Cuba

Sherwin-Williams Argentina, S. A.
Buenos Aires, Argentins

Tintas e Vernizes, Sao Paulo, Brazil

The Company also has En,,l‘lah ccnnectims with 33 branches
all over tho rest of the world. Sherwin~Williams products
swely "cover-the-earth,"

Constant growth and lezding position in the industry is due
to contimity of god mnagement and capablo and loyal emplayeea

» Henry A. Sherwiu, President and Chaﬁmn of the Bcard 1870—1916.

» Faller H. Cottingham, Goneral Manager, President, Chaiman of
Board 1898-1930,

« Geacga A, Martin, Genoral Manager, President, Chairmen of Bosrd

o A. W. Steudel, Fresident 1940 to date, ‘
0007-SWP-0059384
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.| Organisation nox includes over 1,000 managerial and supsrvisary

' special knowlsdge ar skill is needed beyond that posssssed by
' sans available member of the staff, Thus businsss is guided by

i

Number of emplgyees increassed from about a dozen in 1870 to
over 14,000 now,

2074 men and wapen completed 25 yea.rs in Company's service up
A i\f t

o Dscerber 31, 1949; 1309 still active; 59 campletsd 50 ysars,
of whan 7 are still active.

"A Campany is Known by the Xen it Keeps.®

' positiond, Vacancies occurring usually filled from ranks, ™~
Outsider taken into one of these higher positions only when acmof

apprmd...,ately 40,000 Yyears of practical experisence. , j
SO e .

B S . Cemeam
PRODUCTS

Paint, varnish, lacquer; every vari.etar of protective and decora-
tive coatings for «—

Hame omers, office and Public Buﬂdinga, Ho‘bals, etc.
Industrial mamfacturers

Rail, Marine and Air Transpartaticn companies
Fedaral, State, County and Bunicipal govermments

Over 50 distinct lines of protective and decarative coatings
and similar products gold to dealers for housshold use and
building maintenznce,. X

125 distinct lines of product ﬁniahea and protectiva coatings
for general industrial use.

A wids variety of products for transportation, factary mainten=~
angs and requiremsnts ot war, Navy, highway and other Govermment
depertmenta.

C——

Ingecticides for general household and agricultural control of
insoct pests and plant diseases.

0-07\
Prizary and Intermediate Chemicals for mrw industries.

Flain and lir,hographed tin and gmo cans fm- peint and similar
Wduct'. \\J

EXMPLOYEE RELATIONS AND LABOR SITUATION
RESEARCH

Great care and tharough testing of candldates for employment,
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Employeas educated and trained for each job, to thoroughly
understand Conparny pelicy, then psrmitted much latitude in
action and given full responsibility and held accountable
for results,

Oppartunity - Almost all of the higher officers grew up
fraz the ranks.

Long Service - 1300 out of 14,000 employees hsva been in
; service over 25 years,

Campensation — Camparable with other industries.
Insurance - In force since 1887.

Retirement ~ Pensions in effect since 1511.

f—?.daidth and Safety - Record very high. Every facility pro-

C#fetaxdaa - In mjor employment centers,
Recreational activities = provided at all larger establishments,

. Very 1ittle labar troubla, Factories organised under C.I.O.

s ar AF. of L.

Over 200 trained chemists, 25 college fellowships constantly

occupied in research, develomment of products, and control of
TamiScture.

A

Headquarters labarataries for reesarch on paint, varnish,
lacquer, resins, oils, pigments and agricultural chemicals.

Field tests carried on at many points.
Local control laberataries at each plant,

V SALES AND DISTRIBUTION GRGANIZATION,
l (l ! Fram the beginning Sherwin-Williams sales have been through
od% de2lers., Meny have contimisd handling products and still are
on bocke since 1870,
e “,’; ) :; awtci. In trading aveas requiring greatost distribution scme 560 ~ 4L F &iAS T
MW Cazpary branchos have been established to supply dsalers and
Tt & 8211 direct to consumsrs.

comsm 0007-SWP-0059386
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Diztedostion of Jruducts accompllshed through 12 ceapeniea,

Lerizs, s hounss, 2nd a total of adboub 150,002 retzil
catlets., Farent 3~ Co, has 8 regivnal offizes, 32 ¢ales divio~
icns, 1ECQ gsalas reprosaniatives, 25,000 Sherwin-williocs full-
line daslers, rany rdoparieent stores, hardmare and paint starss.

Fech subsidiary coaparny bace its om labsl and bramd of produciszs
Scm2 items ara gold by all cambeors of the iastitubion, thue corm
golidating advertiaing, rezearch and mamufacture.

Sales reprssentatives are paid a base ralary and extra ccapensas=
tion for s2les beyord narmal quote set far tarritary.

Dranch mansgors parvicipate in profit earned by branchss.
Yany cales cacpaipns and contaestz are organised,

Aggressiva advertising carried oa through descriptive literatura,
nerapapers, megasines, radio, nmovie films, and cenmonsivraticns.
dovalty foaturezs such ag Style Cuide and ¥etropolitan Auditicns of
tha Aiv yadio program,.

Trade zalss producta sold by repiazeontatives and bronches dirssy
to doalsra,

Incdusteisl, trancpeztabticn, alveraft, rarins, aubtcastile, and Pigrent,
Cclor ond Crendcal zales randled thi'ough zono representailves raporée
ing 40 rogional officsa., Pach special technical sayvwica is required
far zuzh buciness,

Lericoulturad chemical3z 3sld through bssi channels to reach farmara
&nd groasrs.

ald thzveugh peint storss, a8 woll as dopariment

Houzaonold itcma ars 2 T
w30 SUCTYS.

stores and hardss

The cenpus roperis of tha paint indusiry includad 630 asta®lielronts
in 1949 doing a tusinces of £1,083,240,000. 1950 shewing ircresse
co7ar 1949, Sales per capita about §7.00. in ontdre Unitssd States,

Trzozrndeus tacldaly of rainting dsferred duxing wariirs shartage of
alns satsriala.  Yeny now btuildings and housss boing conatruacted,
irve indusity petantial dbusiness cranatee fram dhs original painting
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of nyw siructures, bridgas, equipment, railsmys, chips, aisceraft, and tho
2iing of ans, "Savy the Surface end Tou Ssve A11,"

Paint is ucze2d to waintain present proverty with grea$ oconcmy in vier
of nrezcny high cost of nom constimction. A ousvey of painfadic bulld-
ings, e¢insiructicn and ecuipsent in the U. S. recently indieatzd a
valrs of aprroxizatoly taees billisn dollare, To otoct this invegie
wont iz therefore abecut 1,/4 of 1, "Paint Protects Amsrica” at =
naninal coat,
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