e a2 I TR PR

[

[P HPAA .

LIAl6340
P Py 'ﬁx -

LYY

4 ... LEAD INDUSTRIES ASSOCIATION ___ S

420 LDONGTON AVENUR
NEW YORK 17, . V.

USE OF LEUAD IN THE SMALL ARMS AMETNTTION INDUSTRT®
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L% Acoording to statictics coapiled by the Buremy of Mines uu of lead
in the ammnition industry in the United States, including
lead ‘and antizontal lead, in the yvar 1951 totaled approximately ,1&5 tens
as compared to 36,438 tons {n the year 1950.
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The pre-war anmal avarage use during the yoars 1935 to 1938, inclusive
was 33,100 tons.

During the years 1939, 1540 and 1Ll consumption increased to an anmal
sverage of 56,500 tona, which was £illowed by a furthor incresse in the anrmal
sverage use in the yoars 1942 to 1945 inclusive wo 91,750 tons.

Beginning ¢{n the year 1939 uses of lead {n the smmunition industyy in-
creased considorably dus to demands for military purposes, resulting in a peak
consuzption of 178,000 tons in tho year 1543 and ap sverage snoual use of 76,686
tons during the period aof 1939 to 19i5 inclusive,

On a percentage bagis the use of load in the industry is relatively
small, but it may be of some interost to note the consumption in pre-war and
post-war years «nd the purcentags af the total consumption in the United States
in thoss years.

The anrual average use of 33,100 tons in the pro-war years 1935 to 1938
inclusive roproscatod approximataly 5.52€ of the total consumption, erile the
annual everage uso of 34,837 tons in the prst-war years 1946 to 1951 inclusive
reprosonts about 3,165 of the total consum;tion, These porcentage figurve, of courys,
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The use of 178,000 tons in the year 15L3 reprosented 16,135 of the total
consumption in that yoar, and curing the war years 1939 to 1945 inclusive cone
w;;m in the industry sveragod about 7.855 of the total consumption in the
Uni Statos.

QUTLOOK FOR 1952

Production of ssall arms ssmwmnition for eivilian uses in 1952 will be
restrictud by govirmment controls on uses of stratogic motals, such as brass,
oven though lead and othor matarials are freely svailable.

Ono most important factor is, of crurse, the game population, which
influsnces game laws and affoots the shooting activitlies of tho sportamen and
farnars..

Incroasod costs are also & factor, as this is reflected in the price
to the consumore

The Dofense Program will probadly not roquire as much lsad for ssall
aras srmunition as was used auring World Tar II years becsuse of the changue im
pos of such smmmnition.

TECRALOGICAL DEVELOPMENTY

Dae to inadequats su plies of lead in some rucent years, particulary ia
1948 and the lattor months of 1951, cur Company carried on some rosearch and
develomment work on possible substitutos for lead in mmmunition, which we re-
forrod t0 in wr resarks at the anmual aooting of this Associatiosn last ysar,
Wile wr industry will undoubtodly contimuo to use load as the prcferrod metal
in small arms amsunition, we have been cocpollod by circusstances to provide &
substitute as protoction against the possitility of load not boing available
in sufficient quantitics or becoming promibitive from a cost standpoint.

While such substitution, if due to shortago of lsad supplice, would
probably nct affoct markat conditions inasmuch as deaands from other classcs of |
consumcrs Wrld probably roquire all available mctal, it wwld, of course, re=
sult in a docreaso in tho amount of load uscod in tho asmunition industry,
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