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Japuary 22, 1935

Mr. ¥. F. Judd, Secretary,
Raybestos-¥anhattan, Inc.,
Bridgeport, Conn.

Re: Mellon Institute of Industrial Research
o o O

Dear ¥r. Judd:

As I indicated to you over the telephone
this afterpmoon, I am enclosing a copy of a memorandum
I prepared for iUr, Lewis H, Brown regarding my trip to
Pittsburgh last Tuesday, January l5th, to attend the
Syuposium on Dust Problexns held under the suspices of
the Yellon Institute of Induxstrial Research.

Very truly yours,

ﬁmcf wWer p&%’b{/‘?‘x

Vandiver Brown
Attorney
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delivered addresses. Aiacng these were ir. 4, C, Eirth, a
lawyer asciated with Willians, Eversaan and Kargan, Toledo,
Ohio, attorneys for Owans-Tllinois Glass Company; Dr. tugene P.
Pendergrass of the X-ray Ladboratory, University Hospital, Phils-
Metiopoitran Life Tasusaace Companys D, R R. Bayers, Kedt

He 4 jasurance b4 s e N yers, ¥edical
0fficer in Charge of U, 5, Public Health Service; Professor
Philip 4. Drinker of the Schoal of Public Eealth, Earvsrd Uni-
versity; ¥Mr. F., Robertson Jones, General ¥aniger, Assoclation
of Casualty and Surety Executives; and ir, Donsld E, Cummings,
Assistant Divector, Saranac Laborstory for Study of Tuberculosis.

The addresses delivered by these specizlists, togethe
with the open discussion that followed them, revealed, among othe
thizgs, the very meaacing character of the problem, its complex
oature, the uncertainties attending most of its aspects and the
ascessity of some form of united action by the afflitcted industr?

It was racognized that some aspects of the prodlem
ware peculiar to special Iindustries but it was equslly evident
that other aspects were comson to all, Yor example, only tro
forz 2f dust, nanely, free silica and asdestos, are delixitely
xnown to produce disabling fihrosis of the lung. Even in the
case of these dusts the problems resgiting therefrom gre quite
d4s2srent since the fibrosis resulting Irou sgilica i3 of & much
more sericus character than that resulting fIon asbestos in thot
the former predispogses ¢o tuderculosis =nd is =zmich more likely ¢c
have a fatal termirnation. On the other band (and this 1llustrate
one of the most gerious aspects of the problam that is coomon to
all dust producing industries) the fact thet no vther dust is
nown to produce disabllity has not prervented antirely groundles:
clains aggregating willions and even muxireds of milltons of
dollars being brought against industries which bave no silica cor
ashestos dust hazard. For axample, Dr. Lanza pointed out ¢that
no czs had ever mnintained that gypsum dust was harmful and yet,
nevertheless, the gypsum industry had suits pending against 4t
covering claims in excess af four million dollars.

It appesyed that among ths prohlems cozmon o all
industries were the following:

(1) The menace of asbulance chazing lavyers in
coabination with unserupulous doctoars. - The
uncertainties scrrounding diagnosis of any
of the various forms of pneumonoconiosis are
20 uany that & question of fact is presented
in every case., Expert testimony cxn be pro-
duced by both plaintiff and defendant and it
is for the jury ¢to decide wvhose experts are
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correct in their interpretations. In making
this decisian, the Jury is not likely to favor
the opinion of the experts procduced by the
axployers

(2) The desirability of malcing various dust
412 1a8¢s compensadle under properly drawn
woricnenfs compensation laws, OQve of the
speakers stated that Sthe strongest dulwark

{(3) Problems of ventilation, dust collectiny snxd
slizination, &nd respiratory devices.

(i) The establishirg of standards (a) for dust
counting end particle size deteraination,
(b)) for the taking of X-rsys for dlagnostic
:.:,Hn;d {c) for thes interpretation of the

s on the £ilms so produced.

At the close of the discussion & ¥r. Xuriz, Tice-

President of Assrican Refractories Corporation, made a motion
that Xr, ¥illism P, Yant, Chalrzmzn of the mesting appoint 2
oominating comaittes who would nominate & group of individuals

serve 4S 3 comxittee for the formulation of szys and means
sbout effective cooperstion of some character detween
various industries for meeting and conbating those phases
problen common to all. This motion was carried
Bozing ting Committee appointed which retired ard upon
presented to the meeting the nimes of seven individuals
saech Comxitiee, Ho other names having been placed
, the following were elected to act as the Comxitliee
ck to the various industries and grounps represented
or to vhoa the invitation had been origimlly
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Vandiver Brown represexting Asbestos, Cork and FNon-detallic

Ire B. Do Saklatwalla representing Chemical, Ahmasives, Alloys
ard ¥opn-l'earsous netals

B. 0o Jones reprasecting Foundries
Le Wo Shervood representing Glass Sand, Ground Sand and Glass
danutfacture

Ao Je Gentholts representing Iron, Steel and Ores

&:.men:mmg,m,mm
sam

Boger A. Eitchins representing Refractaries,Cermmics and Clay

I explained to the other members of the Comxittee
that T had been sent to the meeting solely as &n cdserver and

menbership on ths Comxitiee and certainly nome fros the Asdbestos
Industry z2s a whole, I was urged, however, to meet with the
Commitiee and agreed €0 do 80 on the condition that I xight
withdraw {C-aprroval of xy serving in that capacity should not
be fartheoxing. I painted cut that members of the isbestos
Industry d1d not care to be sssociated 4a the aninds of the puhlic
or of employees with those inidnstries shose probdlex was silicosis
axl that for thig reascn I felt-thare night de some opposition to
Baving s representative of the Asbestos Indnstyry warking with
thex, I 41d.¢{ndlexte, however, that I redlired mmercus agpects
of our problex ware the same and that Lf coaperation coxild de
worked out wmithout an umxine amcunt of pebdlicity, Jobms-lznville
Corporation and parhaps the Asdestos Industry as e whole, wounld
in all likelihood be willing to coopersts. It was the opinion
of the Comxittee that this condition wold not present axy
insaperable 45Lficulty.

Ar, Hoger Hitehing, President of simerican Refructor-
{es Inztitate, was made Chalrsman of the Committes which hald a
meeting Tussday evening after the close of the Symposimm. Mr,
Bitekins was dexignated t0 meet with ¥r., Weidlein of the Nellon
Institate and ask him t0 make & proposal in definite and concrete
forn as €0 the mammer in which the Mellon Instituts might be
sble to assist the various industries for & fes of $25,000.
Then this proposal bas been received and approved by the members
of the Comzittees, it vill de submitted to the wvarious industries
vith the recommendaticn that It be accepted and that the wariocus
indnstries or individual corparations agree to stand good for 2
proporitionate ssount of -the fee not in excess of a definile

specified sum.
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I gathered that ths »roposa]l which wenld be made
the Yallox Instituta sould include, anmorg othersa, the follow-

b7
ings

(2) he compiling of a ccaprebensive didliosraphy
" of ~11 books, trestises apd publications deal-
ing Wi%l any aspect of the dust prodlea; and
the svainatian thereof.

e coupliling, digssting and correlating of

®) data apd inro;mti;n from various subdseriding
industries relative to their particular experi-
ances.

(c) The arafiicg of approved workzan's compensation
legislation covering pneumonoconiosis.

{(d) T™he digssting of the laws of the varicus states
which xight affect the operations of industries
prassating = dust bhazard,

(e} T™he cutlitzming of problems requiring research
oz the establiish=ent of fixsd standards apd
ths prevention of duplication of effort and
axpense along these linss,

The intarest with vhick the dlscnssions were followed
ard the enthnsiasm shich greeted tha propossl for unified effort
lead me to balieve that the necessa>y supvort will de found
for soms 0rt Of progoxa along the apove lines..

YANDIVER BROWE
January 18, 1935
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