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and came to the notice of the police :~The total number of
such sccidents recorded in Great Britain was 181,486, of
which 8405 resulted in fatal injuries to one or more persons.
The corresponding figures in 1930 were 156,798 and 7074
ns&ecf.ively. The number of persons killed in 1031 was
0085 and 202,147 injured, as inst 7305 and 177.808
respectively in 1030. There was thus in 1931 & considerable
increase in the total number of accidents resulting in per-
sonal injury which werc recorded by the police, but a
decrease in the number of fatal accidents as compared
with 10’3&.
similar nges
n oal 1njury being 165,521 (an increase of 23,137),
nd fatal sccidents 5851 (s decrease of 466). The total
number of persons killed or injured in England or Wales
was in 1831 100,831 (an increass of 22,329), and the number
killed 6026 (s decresse of 486). These changes in the
number of persons killed and injured respectively m
that the increase in the total number of accidents uns
in personal injury may be more apparent than real, an
attributable to the police obtaining fuller information regard-
ing the accidents which occur by reason of the institution
of the motor patrols and the new requircments of the road
traffic Act as to the reporting of accidents, The figures
from many polico districts support this view, but it is to
be noted on the other hand that those for the metropolitan
lice district show a decrease in the total number of persons
injured, as well as a decrease in the number killed, the totals
for 1931 bheing 1324 killed and 54,422 injured (not fatally),
as against 138 and 535,827 respectively in 1030. On the
other hand. in some police districts, including, for instance,
of Eent and the West Riding of Yorkshire policed
¥ the county police, there was an increase in 1031 in the
number of persons killed as well as in the number of persons
injured. Amongst the citivs and boroughs in Engiand and
Wales, Birmingham had the highest total of killed or injured
during 1/31—namely, 5088, an increase of nearly 800 over
the previous year. This figure, however, is exceeded by
Glasgow, where the number of persons killed or injured
was 5904, which is, however, ncarly 300 less than in 1930.
The Liverpool figures show an increase in persons killed or
injured from 4447 to 4648, and thosc for Manchester an
increase from 3371 to 3848, YWales, as a whole, had a total
of 232 killed and 7422 injured, an compared with 270 killed
and 3816 injured during 1930. In Scotland the correspond-
ing totaln show a decrease of 124 killed and an increase of
1427 injured, the totals for 1931 being 0359 and 17,342

respectively.
Rates of Relief.

Mr. ALBERY asked the Minister of Health what steps
had been taken to prevent differentiation in the rates of
relicf paid in arcas where similar conditions prevail.—Sir
E. Hirox Youna replied : The amount of relief to be
afforded is for the decision of the public assistance authority
in the light of the ascertained needs of the individual case.
I have no power cither to require uniformity or to define
what, for the purpose of assessing relicf, are similar condi-
tions. As regards the area to which my hon. friend called
my attention in an earlicr question, I am informed that
the local authority have taken action to remove the difficulty
to which he referred.

Maternal Mortality.

. Mr. MCENTEE asked the Minister of Health when the
publication of the report of the departmental committee
- on maternal mortality might be expected.—Sir E. HiLtox
Yorxa replied : The interim report of this committee was
ublished 18 months ago. I have not yet reccived any
urther report, but I understand that the committee hope
to present their flnal report very shortly.

Rural Housing.

AMr. TOnD asked the Minister of Health the number of
rural district councils 'in England and Wales who made
applications for special Exchequer assistance under the
provisions of the Housing (Rural Authoritics) Act, 1031 ;
the total number of houses included in their proposals:
and the number of houses which the Central Advisory Com-
mittee had recommended for ercction under this Act.—
8ir E. HirToN Yoona replied: Applications bave been
received from 145 rural district councils of which six were
subsequently withdrawn. The remaining 139 applications
were in respect of 0735 houses. The committee are not

et in a position to raake sctual recommendations. They
{Ave informed U7 authorities that they are propared to
entertain applications to the cxtent of 1501 houses for the
agricultural population.
Pensions for Nurses.

Dr. O'DONOVAN askod the Minister of Health if he was
able to give the dctails of existing arrangements for the
interchangeability of i h istera,

i
[3

fnpnd to codedinate the nurses'

ederated voluntary hospitals and ir*munici

Sie K. Hivon YOUNG replied: I would refer
friend to the provisions of Government,
Officers’ Superannuation Act, 1022, and
Section 8 and 16 of that Act. I am, as m
have been, willing to consider any pncuubn
tho lines mentioned in tho second part of the q
no such scheme has as yet beon submitted.

MONDAY, FEB. STH. N
London Tube Workers and Asbestoaty ...

Dr. O0'Doxovan asked the Home Secretary it
advised that the precautions taken to prevent
digease in workers lining London tubes with a
adequate.—Sir HERBERT SAMUEL replied :
powers of control in of this work under the
or other Acts, and have no information at present of
precautions taken. I will make inquiries, however, “'

G.M.C. and Indian Medical Degrees, -

Mr. TRoMAS GRIFFITUS asked the Secretary of Staty
India what was the pmeu:‘fuition in regard to the g
nition by the British Medical Council of degrees granted
the faculties of medicine in Indian universities ; and '&
stago Lad been-reached in the setting up in Indis of
Indian Medical Council—Sir 8. HOARE replied;: T
conditional recognition accorded by the General Madien
Couuncil to the medical degrees of certain Indian UDiVersitieg
was withdrawn in March, 1930, A revised draf:
establishment of an All India Medical Council hag
ﬂepnec_l. and it is hoped to introduce it in

gislative Assembly at an early date.

Importation of Boneless Meat.

Lord Scoxe asked the Minister of Health if Le ‘wouy
consider the advisability of ‘prohibiting the im
of boncless meat, in view of the difficulty of detecting
unsoundness or discasc in such meat.—Mr, ERXEM‘ Baowy
(Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of Health) replied
The importation of honciess meat which affords inng:gi
means of identification with definite parts of a careas is
grohibited under the Imported Fuod Regulations of 1085
{y right hon. friend is now considering the amendment of
these regulations so as to require a recognised official
certificate of the country of origin with all imports of fresh
meat less than the wholo carcass. .

TUESDAY, FEB. OTH,
Boys Working Underground at Night.

Mr. TINKER asked the Secretary for Mines if he had econ-
sidered the request from the Miners' Federation of Grest
Britain to mcet them to discuss the position of boys under
the age of 16 vears working underground on night shifis:
and if he was prepared to mect them.—Mr. lsaac Foor
replied : The anawer to both parts of the question is in the

aftlirmative.
Safety in Mines.

Mr. TiNkER asked the Secretary for Mines how many
safety-in-mines conferences had been held : was it his intes-
tion to have the proceedings and subjects that were dis-
cussed published and available to mine workers; and
it was hLis intention to hold similar ‘conferences.—~Mr. Isast
FooT replied : The smxth district Safety Conference was beld
at Nottingham last Saturday, and was attended by som*
4000 persons representative of all interests in the miniof
industry. I intend to hold another conference at Swanset
in March. and the cighth and final conference probably 8
Birmingham in April. Every mining area in the
will then have been covered. The proceedings at tbese
conferences are well reported in the local press: snd tbe
material is used in the various safety publications of 37
department. and in the lectures and demonstrations on #
smaller seale by which the work of these large co!
is being followed up.

Sunday Repairs to Telephones.

Mr. Hrrauisoy asked the Postmaster-General whetbef:
in view of the fact that no tclephone repairs were cAIT
out between ! Pit on Saturday and Monday mornisé
oxcept in the case of those telepliones belonging to dOd:'i;
this privilege could be cxtended to the gener:lu puoxs

L
Th

secing that no money was refunded in respect of
in which their telophones were out of working

Mr. WHITE. Assistant D'ostmaster-General. replied:
present arrangementa for fault repair during '&k“"m‘
apply not only to the circuits of doctors, but also to
alarm, police. hospital. and other circuita where the h‘rl!
diate restoration of communication is in the ge i
interest. My right hon. friend is considering Wi

for siste
and matrons in muaicipal hospitals ; and if be would be

is possible to cxtend their scope. -
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ANNOTATIONS

ASBESTOS IN LONDON TUBE RAILWAYS,

Ir it be true that asbestos fibre was woven into
cloth and used in ancient Rowme, the medical profession
has been negligent in ite failure, until quite recently,
to detect the existence of chronic industrial pulmonary
asbestosis. The first fatal case of pulmonary asbestosis
was recorded by H. M. Murray in 1900, and a full
account of the disease was given two years ago
in our own columns® by Dr. W. B. Wood and Dr.
8. R. Gloyne. The Home Office inquiry into the
effects of asbestos dust on the lungs, published
shortly afterwards,® has been followed by the adoption
of active measures to suppress dust in asbextos
factories. In many such factories the introduction
of exhaust ventilation and the replacement of dry
processes by weot have changed the atmosphere in
which the work is carried out until it is now free
at least from vinible dust. The operation of cleaning
the carding machines by steel hrushes, undoubtedly
a potent source of fatal pulmonary asbestoeis, has
now been replaced by a vacuum method. In view
of the fact that the dust particle producing the lesion
in the lung bas a diameter of only 2 & to 10 p it is
ohvious that the dust must be suppressed at its source ;
the use of respirators is futile. Illustrations were
recently given in the daily press of an experiment
which bas been devised to coat the London tubes
with asbestos in aun attempt to minimise noise.
In theso illustrations the workman .was provided
with a double projector, fitted with triggers by which
he released from two independent jets a spray of
pulverised ashestos, apparently under considerable
air pressure, and a spray of some adhesive solution.
According to the illustrations the asbestos powder

passed through the atmosphere for something like

six inches before meeting the stream of adhesive.
Though it is true that the workman was provided
with 8 mask, it is equally true that his clothing was
covered by asbestos powder.  Experience in asbestos
factories would indicate that, should the experiment
of the London tube railways lead to an extensive
ure of thix method for deadening noise in ull the under-
ground railways of London, then a lurge iucrease in
industrial pulmoenary asbestosis may be expected
in years to come. In the House of Commons last
week (see p, 374) Dr. W. J. O'Donovan asked the
Home Sccretary if adequate precautions had been
tuken to prevent fatal lung diseass in workers lining
London tubes with asbestos, Sir llerbert Samuel
replied that he had no powers of control in respect

of this work under the Factory or other Acts, und bad -

1o information at present as to the precautions taken.
But he promired to make inquiries.

HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE AND. STROKES.

DEsPITE much investigation since Allbutt's original

description of high blood pressure there is still doubt
about its cause and symploms, especially in the
carlier stages. It is, as u rule, only later on, when the
condition ix fully developed and grave symptoms
have supervened, that patients with hyperpiesis are
xscen and studied by the speciulist. Since by then
irreparable damage has been done, it is to earlier

¥ Tur: Laxcer, 1030, §., 445.

* Report on Effcets of Ashestos Dust on the Lungs and Dust
Suppression in the Asbestos Lndustry ;. Merewetbor, E.
and Trige, C. W., 1930. " London : H.M. Stat. Otice.
“Tur, LaNcer, 1930, L, 850,

o ey

- recognition and study that we must look for a4,
in our knowledge. The condition is so commeg
to be an ideal subject for study by the general progy
tioner, and in au essay awarded the Sir chn“‘m"

, Hastings  clinical prize for 1030, Dr. H.

, Gunewardene * rocords observations and conclusjgy

: on the * sudden severe attacks * aflecting the uerygy
system that are met with in this disorder. He 8::

! that minor paralytic and sensory phenomena are moey

, common than the major apoplectic fit i

, with a severe cerebral hamorrhage. These

, attacks may be either permaneut or transient, apg

* their duration is sowetimes only a matter of mingie

‘or hours. In distribution they may be hemiplegie.

; monoplegic, or localised to one part such as the
or tongue. The sensory phenomena are similar t4
the motor in distribution, and take such forms

‘as paresthesia, numbness, pain or hlindneg

' Dr. Gunewardene finds that severd cerebral hemer.

. rhage is rare in patients whose diastolic pressure i

| less than 135, whereas the less severe strokes ocenr

_with diastolic pressures of between 115 and 123, no

* cage being seen with a diastolic pressure less than 113

 His observations also show that cerebral Li:vmory
is unusual in patients under observation who have
been warned to lead a quiet and restricted life,

' whereas fatal hwmorrhage is likely in patienn
carrying ou their normal occupation and nutking no

. allowance for their hypertension. He alsy make
it clear that both fatal cercbral hmmorrhiave and
transient strokes are very uncommon once cardiae
failure has begun or there is clinical evidence of
cardiac enlargement,

RESULTS OF GASTRECTOMY FOR CANCER.

IN a communication 3 to the Academy of Medicine,
on Jan. 19th, Prof. H. Ilartmann reviewed the late

stomach, observed for periods ranging up to 27
years. Of the 25 paticuts who showed no sign of
. relapse, all but one had been under ohservation
since the operation for periods varying between 1 and
- 87 vears. There were, further, seven patients who
bad died, but not of caucer, and these deaths had
occurred from 3 to 19 years after the operation.
Another group included 13 patients, the cause of
whose death from 2 to 13 years after the operation
was not known ; there may, perhaps, have been
some deaths from recurrence of the disease among
these 13. Lastly, there were 80 patients, whose
death was due to rocurrence of the discase. in

caves during the first year, in 35 during the second,
in 8 during the thbird, and in 6 during the fourth
_year after the operation. Altogether 30 patient!
(or 31 per cent.) survived the operation by three years
or more, aud I’rof. Hartmaun is inclined to put 8¢
29 or 30 per cent. the proportion of his paticats for
., whom a cure could be claimed. *le hLas achie

. this comparatively successful result, not so much by
' sacrificing the greater part of the stomach, as Y
* removing with the greatest care the groups of glands
: which are most subject to invasion. Ile argy

that even better results would certainly follow earlier
. diagnoses and operations performed before the dises®
‘had extended beyond the first relay of vlands
' His conclusion that * lo caucer de I'estomac vt 8°
| bon cuncer au point de vue opératvire” in MO

s Brit. Med. Jour,, Jan, 30th, p. 180,
1 Bull. de I'Azad. de Alod., ovil., No. 3.

resulta in 125 cases of gastrectomy for cancer of the-
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A CAMP FOR UNEMPLOYED MEN,

[MARcH §, 193938

ARTIFICIAL PNEUMOTHORAX.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

S1r,—The note in your issue of Feb. 27th (p. 450)
by Dr. J. D. Macfie and Dr. A. J. I Alexander on
the follow-up of artificial pneumothorax cases is of
great interest and importance. With their assess-
ment of the practical value of thix method of treat-
ment | am entirely in agreement. but it would be
of special interest to know further details of the
cases that have died, particularly as regards the mode
of death. It is to be hoped that they will publish a
more extended study at a later date.

1t is, I think, to be regretted that more investiga-
tion bas not been carried out in this country on a
really large scale as to the ultimate cause of death
in cases of pulmonary tuberculosis treated by artificial
pneumothorax, with special reference to the epread
of disease in the contralateral lung. Even now,
despite all the work that has been done by different
observers and the vast amount of material available
for statistical purposes. we are still to a large extent
ignorant of the factors which should go to form the
criterion of suitability in our selection of cases for
pneumothorax treatment. My impression, after some
vears of clinical experience. is that phthisical patients
fall roughly into three groups : those that go downhill
whatever treatment is employed. those that recover
and achieve permanent arrest in almost any circum-
stances, and those that occupy a middle position,
so to speak, in whom one’s treatment may well be
the deciding force between life and death. I am
inclined to think that it is the last group which
furnishes the most successful results in pneumo-
thorax treatment. Moreover. there is. 1 believe, a
strong impression among many who have worked at
the subject that while the immediate prognosis of
pulmonary tuberculosis is more favourable in A.P.
cases, the ultimate outlook—i.e., as regards length
of life—is better in patients in whom cure has been
attempted by more natural means.

I am, Sir, yours faithfully,
MAURICE Davipsox.
Wimpole-street, W., Feb. 28th, 1932,

A CAMP FOR UNEMPLOYED MEN.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

Sir,—We believe that it is within the experience
of all medical men in general practice that chronie
unemployment almost inevitably leads to deteriora-
tion of mental and physical health, and that this adds
to the difficulty of re-entering organised industry.
With unemployment as widespread as it is now, the
progressive inefficiency in the community from this
cause becomes a menace not only to the happiness
of millions, but to our communal ability to take the
initiative if opportunities present themselves for a
revival of trade, and to our capacity for reorganising
our social structure if progressive rationalisation of
industry demands it.

We are closely associated with a group of social
workers known as the Order of Woodcraft Chivalry,
which has set on foot a scheme of national non-
military service. This has been devised so as to
give opportunity to all young men who have either
voluntary or involuntary leisure. to devoteit toa full-
time camp course of training, directed to the main-
tenance of physical fitness, mental alertness, initiative,
and citizenship.

‘We are not yvet ready to undertake the regeneration
of demoralised men, though we hope to be so soon.

Our first pioneer group, which will go into camp‘;
March, must grow at first by the addition of men o3
courage, initiative, and vision, capable of buildin 2
up a tradition of hardihood and mutual help; 5 §
the purpose of this letter is to ask that the names n],
addresses of such men—great numbers of whom mg 2
be known to your readers—may be sent to the 3
hon. secretary at 2, Devonshire-place, W.1. Thed
should be between the ages of 18 and 25. If they yy#
entitled to unemployment or transitional benefiy3
the Ministry of Labour has agreed that these Toay b
paid over for their maintenace while under training, -of
We shall be very glad to supply full information (&3
anyone interested. £
We are, Sir, yours faithfully,

(Sgd.) I. NORMAN GLAISTER, D. L. Tuckm, “J

E. SCHOFIELD, R. TURNER, -3

B. STANLEY, A. WESTLAKE, - 3

F. TavLsor, Bs.

2, Devonshire-place, W., Feb, 27th, 1932.

e by mn me b e s
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ASBESTOS IN LONDON TUBE RAILWAYS. - §
To the Editor of THE LANCET. E 1

S1r.—With reference to the annotation on page {433
of your issue of Feb. 20th. we, as inventors of the 3
process referred to, give you herewith a few e 3
culars. which we trust will enable you to arrive sf & 388
better conception of the work which is at presdd]
being carried out in the London Underground turneli
Particular attention iz drawn by you to the Homw3
Oflice inquiry into the effects of asbestos dust on the]
lungs, and it will be seen that ventilation and the' 38
replacement. wherever possible. of dry processes i
wet. form the basis of the safeguards recommense
of which advantage Las been taken by the desigs
of our apparatus. .

As will be seen on examination of ** Methods for§
pressing Dust in Asbestos Textile Factories,” issved
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the Home Office (1931), a system of tunnels & :
on pages 11, 31, and plate opposite page ¥
are reproductions of photographs taken in ouf SWUg
provides an incoming supply of fresh ’,"F'.’
any possible traces of dust from the vici® i’
worker, and we would point out that this
what takes place in the Underground tu
apparatus being so arranged that the 0f
kept constantly supplied with fresh aif.
dust or atomised adhesive is blown awa¥
immediately by the natural current O° &
through the tunnel, assisted where B
mechanical means, for which full pro
made.

In addition, a special study bas been ©
question of suitable adhesives, 80 3 .
liquid can be used through the swonm..
completely saturate the fibre delive ;
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