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Aéb v.hr Seatlle Tinweg

Sundsy, March 1, 1970

Professor at U.W. Meeting No as Danger of

Spraying Asbestos for Insulaiion’

By AL DILFFENBACH
Times Medical Lditor

Careless spraying of as- .

hestos inscluting neateriai is
an awr-poilution noolem that
has becenme a sevinus heaith
hazard. a Mount Sinia Schwol
ol Medicine pooicssur Seid
here Friday.

Reaulations shouid be
stringent, rapidly prepared
and quickly entorced.” Dr.
Irving 1 Seiknif, New York,
a professor of medicine and

environmental medicine,

saud,

Here to speak at the eighth '

annual symposium on Res-
piratory Diseases, Dr. Seli-
koff said one out of every
four or five asbhestos workers
dies of lung cancer. The
very fine mineral fibers are
found almost invariably in

- the lnngs of persons autop-

sted in New York Cxty, he
sawd.

O\CE THE FIBERS get

into the lungs, there is no
way to remove them and
they cannot be dissoived, he
saud.

Dust counts taken during
asbestos-spraying jobs show
*on the-order of 20 Limes the
normal amount” of dust in
the air, he said.

Dr. Selikoff said entire
bulldings sometimes are
“nnumiu:ed for life'" be-

cause asbestos fibers are left
joose after pipes and beams
are sprayed with the insuiat
tng material in the areas bes
tween floors and ceilings.

These areas of “dead

space’ often are used as re-
turn air ducts for a build-
mng’s circulation xysiem, he
said. “When asbesws fibers.
are heing sucked {rom these
arzas into the circulation
aystem of a building, [ think

{ wauld have 0 call this one
nt the most reprehensioie
hatits we have Iound * he
said.

He said he has become in-
creasingly concerned about
the introduction of new ma-
znals and techgiques before
therr effects have been ac-
curately measured.

The_ present controversy
ot <possible harmiul ef-
Ias of birth-control piils is

one instance, Dr. Selikoff
said. Another is the use of

. enzymes in detergents, he

acded.

He said there have been a
“very significaat’” numoper of
asthma cases — some with
serious illoess and others
with permanent ill-effects—
among workers in deter-
gent-packaging factories.

THE ENZYMES form

“about 1 per cent of a deter-

gent mixture. Abdout
10,000,000 pounds of the en-
2yme was used in 15689, Dr.
Selikoff said, but about 10
times that much wiil be uscd
this year.

Workers now arc protected
from the hazards of inhaling
the dJdeterpent dust and 1its
“very active, biologically"
enzyme cargo, be said, but
asked:

‘What happeas ta th
60.001.000 women exposed t
a luw level, intermitient dor
of poss:iple enzyme inhals
tuon?**

He said  there s litt!
Jknowledze on the subjec
excent that the ill eilec:
couid be vither ailermic reas
tion 10 inhaling the su?
AunSe ur @ dircet eftoct o
the lnings of the brondhle
{ubes.
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