BRACEWELL

BY E-RAIL AND BY FIRSYT-CLASS MANL

Chairman John Barrasso

United States Senate

307 Dirksen Senate Office Bullding
Washington, DC 20510

Ranking Member Tom Carper
United States Senate

513 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Re: Norination of Bill Wehrum
Dear Sirs:

j understand that President Trump has snnounced his intent to nominate Bill Wehrum to serve as the
Assistant Administrator for Alr and Radiation at the U.5. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). | have
known Mr. Wehrum for more than 20 years and have had the chance to work with him and to see his
work on a wide variety of Clean Alr Act regulatory, policy, and legal issues, | cannot imagine anyone
better (o lead EPA’s Office of Alr and Radiation at this critical time in EPA's history.

| belisve that Bill is the only person ever to have worked on Clean Alr Act issues as an environmental
engineer at a major chemical plant, a young attorney in private practice, a senfor policy maker at EPA,
and the head of the environmental group ot a major law firm.

After he graduated from Purdue University with a degree in chernicsl engineering in 1986, he started
working at a large chemical plant and soon thereafter was put in charge of ensuring that the plant was in
compliance with all applicable environmental requirements. After several years at the plant, he started
attending law school at night while still working full time. Then, after graduating from law school with
honors in 1993, he started working on Clean Alr Act issues as a young lawyer a2t one of Washington's top
environmental law firms. { was working at a competing law firm at the time, but after working with him
on a malor regulatory project, my pariners and | recruited him to our law firm in 1998, After | became
the Assistant administrator for Alr and Radiation in 2001, | was very happy that Bill agreed 1o go to ERA
to serve as my counsel. He was named acting Assistant Administrator when |Heft EPA in 2005,

Bill is well-respected and well-liked by the career staff at EPA — and by anyone who has ever worked
with him. During his almost 6 years at EPA, he worked closely with career staff on a wide range of issuss
and was known for rolling up his sleeves and getting involved in the delails of the Agency’s regulations
and permitting programs. From his work as an environmental engineer, his time at the Agency, and his
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many years of counseling clients, he has a comprehensive understanding of EPAs regulatory programs
and the many technical issues involved inimplementing the Clean Air Act.

Bill is committed {0 the goals of the Clean Air Act and 1o the rule of law. He 15 also a person of the highest
integrity. { am confident that, within the framework established by Congress, he will work to protect public
health and the environment while at the same time pursuing regulatory reforms that will reducs

unnecessary regulatory burdens. Truly, there is no better person to serve as the Assistant Administrator
of EPA for Alr and Radiation.
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