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the- following is a report to date on the above cases X
of .thyl Lead roisoning that occurfea at the Hartford ‘Plant beptember
1oth, 1932,

HiswORx:

the three men were assigned to clean an -
rnthyl Lead wank., For two days they worked with a mask, the three -
going in and working in relays. On the third day, September Oth,
they went in together without a mask due to the fact, as they claim,"\
that the air tube was not sufficiently long to reach the center of
the tank. 7They remained inside for a period of nlnety minutes when
they were forced to comé out because of feeling'dizzy.," DiBernard,
who was in charge of the job, allowea— and NN—_ To go home -
a little earlier than qulttlnw tlme becaus as he put it, "we were
all dlzzy and slck" : : - .

' September 1ch, the three men returned to work after
putting in a sick night co mplaining of restlessness, insbdmnia,
dizziness, vomiting and diarrhea, .:They wére forced to quit work
on September 1¢th at 10 o'clock A.M.“&#nd the three reported to my
office for examination. . Their. s'mptom were- as. follows- ’ :
’ o 1) dizziness ~ e
-insomnia ¥
Vomiting ~
(4) muscle palns
(5) diarrhea ™
{6) weakness“/
‘(7) ex01tat10n

Their pth1oa7 eyamlnatlons at this tlme reve 1ed nothvng
unusual. 1 concluded from- the history and findings therefore that
these men were suffering from mild gasoline poisoning from Lhe fumes
present in the tank and after assuring them that their cases were not
serious, ordered them home. . 1 prescribed cathartics {gpsom Salts) fo
their diarrhea and. cramps, #nd a sedative for -their ex01tat10n as. all’

'fuf them seemcd To. be’ cons1cbrab1y nervous and friWhtened




e

‘They'had not alept that night- and ‘they o ul ot keep down food
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to know an& fear that uhe fumes of crthyl Lead were deadly p01sonous.
in fapt, i had con31deraole difflculty in assuring them.that 1 be=

lieved thelr symptoms were due to mild Pasollne poisoning and riot lead.
1 asked them: to call me. uhe follwing duy if they still felt 31dk and

dlzzy, W o SR ¥ .
oeptember llth _—"and * it 1h heuse: oLl
I found.them up and about at- home,

ﬁhich imade about .5 ofclock r.M.

were very much. excited, especialliy who Telt positive he was’
going to "die"™ He had read somewhere about the danger of lead poison
ing., I reallzed now that 1 was dealing with somethlng more than ord-:
inary “gasoline fume p01son1ng” and, ordered the men to the hospltal,fo
treatment and observation. . n the meanwhile was similarly af
fected., He lives in New Britain (i mileg from Hartford) and conse- .,
guently called in his family physician who likewise ordered him to the
hos»ital. (New Britain General Hospital.)

September 1lth to 17th inclusive., under observation at sb.
Frences Hospital., During first three days stay in the hospital Lhey
continuved to vomit their food, only in the A.M. however., rain in ab-
domsn, chest, muscle cramps, etc. They were in a constant state of
excitation and co vld not sleep, They continually talked of being
*done for™ etc., and of "going to die®, in spite of 211 the sedatives .
L oould administer them. (120 grains of sodium bromide and 9 grains of
godium amybtol at bedtime.) :

—— After the third day the nausea and vomiting left but the
insomnia and fear of death perd sted. 1t was most distressing and
annoying and 1t was evident that they were beginning to feel che
ef'fects of the loss of sleep, They remeined abt the heppital until
the 1lruvh of peptember uhen they Insisted on rfo:.rw home. “They felt
that the hospital was gottlnw on their nerve® and that if they were
home with their families they would "feel better™; also they wanted
vO be out in the air and exercise in order to Ttire out® so that. they
might get some: sleep.,- Realizing: that‘the chanoe Bnd moderate exercwse,
mlght help them- o‘sleep L d&scharge

: ; september l?th to' eptember 22nd ihclusive.;'During the
above dates dq were under my close- observation.
the other man, was 8l hospitalized -in New Britain under
voth the care '§ .« George Dunn of New Britain and myself. (1 will
$1ve you his repol in detaill sepdrately later.) During these dates

i v:Lsiﬁpd both ‘and* at lvast twice daily and sometimes
thice Yimes. As previously explained, che chief amd most annoying and
persistiant symptom was insomnia. ‘“The others, wealkness, nervousncss and ’
muscle‘nalns ete., which were due to the .lack of sleep and proner rest,
were oﬂmomlng more marked in both these cases. Medication the the meanfff
while gmve no relief it was evident that they were not gotting better
and were, if anvthﬁng, gettlnv worse, '
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~ {n september lSth ‘Dr. willard machle who is from Cincinn-
atl and is connected with the &thyl Corppation of aAmerica, was sent
to me by the standard il Company of New rgork to help 2nd "suggest the .
treatment of these cases. Dr. Machle and I carefully re-examined the’
three men. As on the previous examination the physical signs were nb
remarkanle and that there were very.feW'abnormal findings.  ‘they: wex:
as foliows- e TR

(1; muscle weakness o
. {2) slightly exaggerated reflexes
{3%) low blood pressure ,in Bonini's case only)

ihe symptoms were;

\1l) weakmess
{2 eXCTb301llEy and nervousness
L3 ) 1nsomn1a

Dr. Machle and I discussed these cases thoroughly. He has
had considerable experience withugtra Lead roisoning. He instructed
me as to his method of itreatment and advised me that my cases were
fypical although mild & jebtra Lead Poisoning; that the insuomnia is one’
of the first symptoms to appear and a very significant one in making
a diagnosis; that it is the factor that causes the muscle weakness,

nervousness and excitability in these types of cases; and that sedatives
and drugs commonly used to produce sleep are of no avail. He also out-
lined a course of treatment that he has successfully used in the tfﬂatmen

of such ¢ases.s ' , :
september 18th to september 27th inclusive.

Wwith this method of treatment, Bonini and Zeboski respond- -
ed very well, is oractloally roady Lo return to light work,’ :
srobably about October 3rd. “although over his illness s stlll
weak and probably 111 not be able to rebturn to work before the middl
of Gctober. howevar alledito react favorably. He'was: the
mest nervous - a ; g hewthree throu%bout the whole. course.
un oeptember 22, 52, he suddeniycbecame mentally unbalanced. I re-
teived a hurry call to his home. at 1: S0 A.H. and iound him in a maniacal
stage, 1t required four polwcemen Lo hold him. Heallvlng that. this. wa
an emergency I arranged to'send him’ to'the hospital in a prlvate room
and of course a day and night mirse ‘to: keep close watch upon hlm. it
became necessary to restrain. him-in bed with straps and a.canvas. cama
sole. As the situation was serious and as it was impossible to care for
this man in a general hospital, Dr. Machle and 1 decided that he had- -
better be mwed to the Hartford Retreat (a hospital for'mental“casps;._
On september 24th we moved him to the retreat where he is now conxined
A cnnsultqtlon thers was held vetween Dra. St.John, Machle , Schuby,
Adams and ngner {the- latter bgree are. Ehe h0391ta1 doctorq ) Ib wa'
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