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operations period, which is expected to be for a period of 34 years. This LEHCP was
submitted to the Ventura Office on October 18, 2016. The LEHCP was deemed complete
and the Notice of Availability (NOA) was submitted to the Federal Register for publication
on December 22, 2016. The NOA was resubmitted to the Federal Register on January 16,
2017 after some requested editing. Following the change in administration on January 20,
the publication of Federal Register notices were curtailed until new administration leaders
could review the notices. FWS Region 8 is currently preparing a newly required Directors
briefing memo supporting the publication of the NOA.

Project Information: First Solar's 280 megawatt (MW) California Flats solar project began
construction in June of 2016 with module installation currently underway on the first 130
MW. Construction of the full 280 MW will be complete by 2018. Currently, there are
approximately 700 workers onsite and the project will average about 300 jobs through
the construction period.

California Flats solar project is located on approximately 2,900 acres of private land owned by
the Hearst Corporation. The California Flats site was carefully selected after thorough
environmental review. The availability of land near existing electrical transmission lines, the
amount of sunlight, and current land uses were also important considerations in the siting
decision. It is not visible from any public gathering point or major roads. When fully
operational, the project will employ up to 11 ongoing monitoring and operations positions
and generate enough clean solar energy to serve the needs of about 100,000 average homes
per year.

Any thoughts and help would be greatly appreciated. Thanks.

Best,

Katie

Katie Cullen

SC Partners LLC
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