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D e a r Van:

I  have rev iew ed the d ra f t of the le t te r  to reg iona l and d is t r ic t  m anagers 
to  prov ide them  w ith in fo rm ation  on the p rob lem  p resen ted  by a  p roposal 
f ro m  an y 'so u rce  to in c re ase  the p e rm iss ib le  lev e l of te trae th y l lead  
concen tra tion  in  m o to r gaso line . 1 send you herew ith  a  rev is io n  of th is  
d ra f t  to acco rd  w ith m y th inking. My rev is ion  d ea ls only w ith pa rag rap h  
3, which is  subm itted  herew ith , a s  rev ised . A few com m ents m ay be 
use fu l in support of the changes I have suggested .

V
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u

1 . I t is  h ighly im portan t that it  be recogn ized  w ith in Ethyl C orporation  
and e lsew here , th a t the investigation  of th is  hygienic p rob lem  is being 
c a r r ie d  out by a responsib le  agency of the U n ivers ity  of C incinnati. I 
re a l iz e  how easy  it is  to fo rget th is and to con tribu te to the idea th a t Ethyl* s 
M edical D epartm ent and the K ettering L ab o ra to ry  a re one and the sam e. 
H ow ever, th is  is  not tru e  in fac t o r  in p r in c ip le , and i t  would be in ju rious 
to  E thyl’s in te re s ts  if i ts  own people w ere  to  confuse th is  situation  in  th e ir  
own m inds and espec ia lly  in the m inds of th e ir  custom ers o r  the public .

2 . The Surgeon G enera l of the Public  H ealth  Serv ice is no t'the  U. S.
Surgeon G enera l. M He is one of fou r m en of that t it le  in the U. S. Govern* 
rnent S erv ices {A rmy,"Navy, A ir F o rc e  and Pub lic  H ealth S erv ice). I have 
c o r re c te d  th is  point of the le t te r .  ,

3 . The o th er suggestions a re  intended to re in fo rce  what has been sa id  in 
1 . above, o r  to  em phasize the fac t that the dec is ion  in  the m a tte r  of the 
in c re a se  in  the lead  content of m o to r gaso line w ill no t com e e a s i ly . The 
dec is ion  to req u est a  fo rm a l, o ff ic ia l considera tion  o f the in c re ase  w ill be, 
i f  i t  is  m ade, a  m a jo r  po licy  dec is ion  on the p a r t  of Ethyl C orporation , and 
th e  dec is ion  to g ran t the req u est, if m ade by the Pub lic  H ealth  Service« w ill 
be a  m a jo r  po licy  dec ision  on th e ir  p a r t . It w ill not be m ade ligh tly , and X 
cannot conceive of i ts  being m ade by the Serv ice w ithout estab lish ing  a  re c o rd  
th a t could be counted on to dem onstra te  th a t it had ac ted  in  good fa ith  on 
incon testab le  fa c ts . Such a  dec is ion  could hot be covered  up, and on i ts  
pub lication  in Pub lic  H ealth  Reports,* as i t  would be, the Serv ice would be
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c r i t ic ise d  by ce rta in  p e rso n s and groups

th a t th is  is  a  m a tte r  o f public po licy  which /will be considered  bn i ts  m e r i ts  
(not i ts  technolog ic but i ts  hygienic m e r i ts )  by  the U n ited ;States Public : H ealth  
S e rv ice . I t would be m o st unfortunate i f  the im p ress io n  'w er e  ̂tp,£bb. conveyed, 
in ten tiona lly  o r  o therw ise , that the Serv ice m ight be''expected .to acjfu iesce 
fa i r ly  rea d ily  to a  .request of .th is  type m ade by i p d n s t r y ^ i ^ ^ J ^ i . - i ^ '  _ •
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