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My, Paul E. Bureau
Porsonnel Manager

flonsantc Polymers and Petrochemicals Ccmpany
730 Worcester Street

Indian Crchard, MA 1051

Dear Paul:

This 1s to place in writing the requests I made in our t&T
ernone conversation of September 9. As previsusly stated in my
latter of July 16, 1975, and in several subsequent conversations
with you, we nave been informed of an excess of cancer deaths
ancng your enployees, particularly among those saild to have worked
in the P.V.C. fabrication area, buillding 85. It i3 imperative

Shat we review all past records of employment in that buillding.

Tou have suggestad that scme of sur prelimirary employment
data are incorrect. It 1is precisely this sort of questlion that
naikes cur raview of the actual irscaords necessary. 0Qnly by an
unbiased review of mortality frcm the complete employment rostars
will we bDe a2ble to calculate precise cancer death rates.

I sent you 2 list of eighty-five deceased Monsantso. workers
cn August 6 and on September ¢ requested complate werk histories
on the tuwenty cancer cases among them. This information will
relr us dacide which work areas need to be most czrefully studied.

I will be in touch witn your offlice later this week Yo maice
deflinite arrangemtns for begimning this study.
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rct:  Monsanto Polymer
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To: John P. Finklea, 1.D0., Director, N.I.0.S5.H. \- ’ ’*d 5/
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and Petrochemicals Company, Indian

Orch;rd, 3
te: Septemier ¢
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» 1975

Since July of this year, this office has been
informed of elghty-six deaths among rast workers 2%t Honsanta,
Indlan Orerard. This InTormation was rrovided by X.0.5.H.A.,
Committze for Qecurpational Safety and ifealth Aetion, a group
of vorliers fcrmed ot the time of the vinyl chloride alert to
coordinate information on vworl:-related health protlems. This
greup s ne officlal cennection with the union.

The data were ottained from active and retired lionsanto
workers who recalled fellow vorlers in the vinyl chloride and
PVC ornerations vho had died of any cause. IDighty-aix of these
deaths vere confirmed bty finding a Massachusetts death certificzte,
and the causes of death were tatulated. These dlagnoses are
shown in the tatle using the I.C.D. code numterz (eight revision).
"Vinvl Chloride" workers vere sild to have vorked in tulldinss
84, 28, or %2 in which vinyl ciloride monomer tas used. "P?.V.C.
fabrication” vorkers vere said to hava wriked in tullding 85 iz
which V.C.M. was rot ucad. "Maintenzance" orkers vers sald to
have worked in any of the atove tulldings.

Among workers said to have worked in P.V.C. fatricaticn
(tuilding 85), 27.35% of the deaths, 1l of 51, were from cancer.
This compares to 16.5%7 of deaths caused by cancer natlionally.
Furtherniore, 4 of these 14 cancers were pancreatic. Cancer of the
pancreas accounts for only 5.5% of cancer deaths naticnally.

Officers of Monsanto, Indian fOrchard have been Infornmed
of this apparent excess of cancer deaths, and they have exrressad
doubt about the renorted emrloyment histery of some of the de-
ceased workers. They have teen acked to permit review bty trils
office of tlhie comrlete emplorment records for the P.V.C. fatri-
ration area. FEmrloyment records of the deceased workers have also

been recuested. We propose to investigate the mortality exrerience
anong these werlers by means of a cohort study. -

JiL/me

ce: Paul Alvarado, N.I.O.S.H, :
Paul E. Bureau, Monsante -
K.0.5.H.A. '

Electrical, Radio, and Machine Workers, Local 288
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(1.C.0. Eigh+h Revision;

CAUSE QF CEATH OF A6 MCONSAHTO CHRMICAL WORKESRS

V¥iny! P.V¥.C. Main-

Czuse of Death Chioridn Fabricotlon tenanca Total
infecticus diseases 000 - 136 ¢ { c f
.Cancer: - - !

Esophagus {50 0 AY H 2 ‘
Colon 153 I\ ( ‘i 0 2 \
Bila system 156 i L 1 l 0 1A
Pancreas 157 0 ) K 4 |- 0 4 S
Lung 162 2 3 { 6
Bone and connaective 170 - 174 | ry 0 3
Prostate 185 0 | g o
Lymph and blood 200 - 209 0 1/ ! 2
My xoma 215 0 | o] |
Olabetes 250 0 ! ¢ !
fementia 290 0 { o] ]
Polyneuritis 354 } 0 o} l
ihecmatic heart disease . 3c4 0 | 0 I
|schemic hear+ discase 410 - 414 7 20 & 33
Carzhrovascular disease 430 - 438 2 2 § S
Aortic aneurysm 441 0 0 ! }
- Pneumonia 496 1 0 0’ {
Emphysema 492 I 2 0 3
Intestinal and peritoneai dis. 560 - 559 o 2 o] p4
Liver necrcsis and eirrhosis 570 = 571 ! | 2 4
Nephritis 582 - %583 2 Q o 2
Auto. accldants 800, 802, 864 0 3 Q 3
Chemical toxins 968, 980, 986 2 2 0 4
Drowning T T 994 ! 0 o !
Total 22 51\ 13, 8.
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