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I discussed Chapter 3 Effects on Humans of the draft copy of the NiOSH PC3
Critoria Doeurant with Dr. Paul E. Brubaker and with Dr. J. Rodney t2redith,
tho Chlef Clinician in Paulsboro, New Jersey, for tobil 0il Cerporaticn.

Dr. Meredith has been intimately involved with the concern about PCB's being
carcinogenic in humons. 1t was his preliminary report which Dr. 8ahn an2lyzed
and which we then forwarded to Or. Finklca. Since Dr. Merodith wes at the
tast minuie unable to attend your moeting, he would like to emphasize by
lotter a fact for your consideration in preparing the docurent.

Tho report of data from tobil which s clied in this document was vory
Erollralnarx. We feel that this should be so stated. Or. Mercdith points
oul ihe following: T the report was LEEEd aTmosT exclusively on a chart
soarch; (2) there was no medical Informaticn available on a large segrint of
tho group as Dr. Bahn pointed out; (3) as discussed below there has been a
substantiol change in the cohort since relecase of that first report. fer
those reasons Dr. Meredith suspected that 1he composition of the cohort was
of limited accuracy. 'ot, however, until wa began to identity the cohort
moro precisely did wa realize hew difficult was the process of determing
oxposure @nd how mony changes we would have to make. Oid records, laboratory
nofcbooks, personnel records and remories of long service erptoyees for 20
and 25 ycars ono had been consutted, but we began to cain confidence in our
cohort only when we resorted to individual interviews with ncarly every
porson possibly associated with PCB's. This process is near complotion.

Thore is still the task of notlfying some cmployees added to the exposure
‘group and of othars coleted from the exposure group to form the new, based-
on-best-dota cohort, An cxtensive examination program has been instituted
for boih current and former employeces. Diagnoses will be verifiod.
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Thus, 1t appears that tho change In our cohort will bo consldercble and that
tho flndlings on this new cohort may be sionificently different from the
prefiminary dato. Tho inforpaijon frem Mebii tn the ronths ahead may well
‘bava a-different Impact thon the prelinminary information which Drr. Bahn
analyzcd and which ts citod in this documant. T

A new report will bo made available at the carltlest momznt to NIOSH. |t
should bo ong In which you and all parties concermed wiil havo confidenca.

Slocerely,
BAEGR L 4P,

B. N. Kightlinger, M.D.
Asslstant lMedical Director
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