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Dale : May 119, 1970
Subisci: I n e r te e n  F lu id

c c :  B loom ington  Works -  Mr. Gene L. M il le r
C a p a c ito r  M arketing Manager

I  am a t t a c h in g  a cop y  o f  a l e t t e r  c i r c u la t e d  by G en era l 
E l e c t r i c  t o  t h e i r  v a r io u s  cu stom ers c o n c e r n in g  th e  s u b je c t  
o f  A sk a r e l l iq u id  d i e l e c t r i c .

; I  was a t  Inductotheirm  J u st  o u t s id e  o f  P h i la d e lp h ia  l a s t  w eek , 
’ and th e  b u yer a sk ed  th e  q u e s t io n  on what we were d o in g  r e g a r d in g  

th e  d i s p o s a l  o f  any e x c e s s  in e r t e e n  f l u i d  t h a t  had t o  be d i s ­
posed  o f  h ere  a t  th e  p l a n t .

. r

I t  i s  h i s  u n d er sta n d in g  th a t  th e  governm ent h as a program t o  
e x e r t  g r e a te r  p r e s su r e  on in d u s tr y  t o  c o n t r o l  th e  d i s p o s a l  o f  
t h i s  c h e m ic a l compound on a f a r  more r e s t r i c t i v e  b a s i s .  No 
g r e a t e r  d e t a i l s  c o u ld  be found out o th e r  th a n  th e  f a c t  th a t  
th e  governm ent was g o in g  t o  g e t  in  on th e  a c t .

Based on t h e s e  tw o b i t s  o f  in fo r m a t io n , some th o u g h t sh o u ld  be 
g iv e n  t o  a d v is in g  our cu stom ers o f  a p roced u re f o r  d is p o s a l  
s im i la r  t o  th e  one arran ged  by G en era l . E l e c t r i c .

• John J .  W estland  
C a p a c ito r  S a le s
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Open L e t t e r  to I n d u s t r i a l  C u s t o m e r s :

We a rc  not  ablc^to be c e r t a i n  f r o m  our  r e c o r d s  w h e th e r  o r  not you 
have In the p a s t  p u r c h a s e d  f ro m  iis e l e c t r i c a l  a p p a r a tu s  con ta in ing  P y r a _nolt 
an a oka re l  l iquid d i e l e c t r i c .  If you  have not, t h e r e  Is no need  for  you to be 
f u r th e r  c o n c e r n e d  with the conten ts  of this l e t t e r ,  bu t  if you have,  you will  
f ind the fol lowing to be o f - im por tanc e .  In the even t  you have p u r c h a s e d  
ouch equ ipm en t  f r o m  us and have r e s o l d  it, you m ay  w ish  to b r in g  this In ­
f o r m a t i o n  to the a t t en t ion  of your  c u s t o m e r s .

G E i i ' O C S3A !, " "  l i l g G T U I B  

c o IJ r a ti v
JCCO Cl DO.. r.STCATC ernun 
CIlAPAtlOOOA. TUIM. 37411

As you a r c  wel l a w a re ,  the publ ic  c o n c e r n  with pol lut ion  is r ap id ly  
e s c a l a t i n g .  As t ime goes on, it can be e x p e c t e d  to r e a c h  out to affect  
m o r e  and m o r e  m a t e r i a l s  that a r c  even s u s p e c t  of be ing  po ten t ia l  po l lutants  
and con ta m in a n t s  of the en v i ro n m en t .  Recen t ly  t h e r e  have been  ind ica t ions  
tha t  po lych lo rb iphcny ls  have been  found at s o m e  points  in m a r i n e ,  aqua t ic ,  
and v/ildlifc e n v i r o n m e n t s .  While quanti ties,  a r c  r e l a t i v e ly  s m a l l ,  it is a 
m a t t e r  of g rowing  c o n c e r n  as to t h e i r  e ffect  on s o m e  s p e c i e s  of wildlKc, 
Monsanto C h e m ic a l  Company, is the so le  s u p p l i e r  to the i n d u s t r y  of v a r io u s  
g r a d e s  of c h lo r i n a t e d  biphenyl s  for  use  as a l iquid d i e l e c t r i c  in e l e c t r i c a l  
a p p a r a tu s .  T h e s e  m a t e r i a l s  a r c  known as  a s k a r e l o  or  by v a r i o u s  t r a d e ­
m a r k s ,  inc luding G e n e r a l  E l e c t r i c ' s  r e g i s t e r e d  t r a d e m a r k ,  P y r a n o L

f M onsan to has. be e n  rev iew ing  p r o c e d u r e s  to be c u re  that  t h e s e  m a ­
t e r i a l s  do not  find th e i r  way into land  o r  w a t e r  e n v i r o n m e n t .  G ene ra l  E l e c ­
t r i c  is in r e c e i p t  of a l e t t e r  f ro m  Monsanto e x p r e s s i n g  i ts concern ,  and a 
copy is a t t a ch e d  for you r  in fo rm a t ion .

. Although this m a t e r i a l  is s e a l e d  In e l e c t r i c a l  a p p a ra tu s ,  t h e r e  m ay  be 
o c c a s i o n s  when d i sp o s a l  may  b e c o m e  n e c e s s a r y  and the p r o b l e m  of e n ­
v i ro n m e n ta l  con t ro l  a r i s e s .  In o r d e r  to a id you in so lv ing  the p r o b le m  of 
.di sposa l ,  v.c have made  a r r a n g e m e n t s  with M onsan to  to d ispone  of s c r a p  
P y r c n o l .  Should you have s c r a p  Py ratio!', It shou ld  be p l ac e d  in c lo sed  d r u m s  
mul shipped,  at  your  cr.pcnne, to M o n s a n to 1!! W .G .  K r u m r n r i c h  Plnn^ at  
Seugeti  IUlnoio,  a t t en t ion  S u p e r v i s o r ,  Dept . 246» Monsan to  hno Init ia l ly  o s -  
tn b l i chcd  a c h a r g e  of 2f fo r  e a c h  pound o f  s c r a p  m a t e r i a !  r e t u r n e d  by you.

M cteiicl which in cr.turc&ta; 
dent ,  Juoulal i i i jn  in!

d with fryrcnol ouch no fu.llor'n oarth, enw- 
v:;x irm .i rppaLT.iu.o, a ts„  ohould be contr.h:
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and s to r e d  by you pending a b e t t e r  co lut lon .  We in tend  to b r in g  the whole 
d i sposa l  p r o b l e m  to the at ten t ion  of an a p p r o p r i a t e  body in the indus t ry  with 
an a im  to work ing  out a l o n g - r a n g e  so lut ion fo r  the in d u s t r y .

The in d u s t ry  has u s e d  a nka rc ln  in a p p a ra tu s  f o r  ove r  t h i r ty  y e a r s .  In 
o u r  experience-  they have p r o d u c e d  no i ll  e ffec t  on w o r k m e n  in c lo se  con tac t  
with them  excep t  for  t e m p o r a r y  skin i r r i t a t i o n  in c e r t a i n  indiv idual s ,  ns 
no ted  In our  i n s t r u c t io n  books .

V/o plan to continue the uoo of th is e x ce llen t liquid  d ie le c tr ic  and b e ­
cause it io u sed  in Denied apparatus, v/e forcoce  no d ifficu ltie s  provided  
good judgment io cx o rc io ed  in handling and d isp osa l p ro ced u res.

Very truly yourn.

• * •>

I I • • • I * M  *
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MEMORANDUM
TO: File

FROM: Deborah Mailander
RE: Attached documents

DATE: February 17, 1993

During the deposition of Gene Miller, Monsanto introduced 
these documents, apparently to show they told GE to Warn the 
buyers. Paul Merrell got Gene Miller to agree that Westinghouse 
knew by 1971 that PCB were hazardous to lifeforms and the 
environment.
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