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CONFIDENTIAL -

ASBESTOS AND HEALTH

I attach & copy of an article which appeared recently in-an Indian
journal.  As you will see, this repeats significantly the text of the
article which appeared in the New Scientist in London earlier in the
year and which I sent to you on 16th April. However, it adds a
paragraph towards the end which follows the only visit of any of the
three authors to any T&N plant in India and it shows the ignorance
of the author on the subject of filtration.

Although the article enclosed is repetitive of much that 1 have sent
10 you before, I have sent it again to emphasize three points:

1.  investigative journalism does not respect national
boundaries;

2. those who dislike multinational companies and those
who belicve that the use of asbestos fibre is sinful
can come together to accuse the multumuonal ot
exporting pollunon.

3. our critics know lhat we are sensitive about our
reputations and therefore look for weaknesses where
weaknesses might be e-rpected i.e. in Third World
Countries. -

I would not now be surprised if journalists now tried to find out about
T&N's asbestos operations in Africa. There is evidence in Europe

that the anti-asbestos lobby is now making a determined effort to

attack the asbestos-cement industry. It rightly believes that if asbestos-
cement can be driven off the world market-the majority of asbestos
mines will be forced to close down. If doubts can be created about
the safety of asbestos-coment, and these doubts are discussed in news~

-papers, then perhaps specifiers will turn to alternative materials. -

Moreover, pressures would build up which governments themselves might
find difficult to ignore.

More than ever, therefore, we have to ensure that our operations are

to standards which defeat eriticism. The essential elements in achieving -

these standards are:
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asbestos fibre wnd asbesios soft waste should anly be trans-
ported in impermeable bags or other containers; '

in asbestos processing factories bag opening should utilise
the best technology available.. Al present, the best bag
opener on the market is of Belgian design. Even Hyderabed
Asbestos Cement Products Ltd. in India has purchased a
Belgian bag opener, even though they themselves are manu-
facturers of asbestos-cement machinery. Where import
regulations permit purchases I consider that this should be
our preferred bag opener also;

where engineering has not yet brought dust levels down below
a maximum of 2 f/ml, correctly f{itting regularly serviced
respirators should be worn by operatives and supervisory staff;

eduéation programmes on industrial hygiene and good house-
keeping should supplement in-house medical surveillance;

employces should change into work clothes on the factory
site and such clothes must not be taken home far laundering.
Where the company is unable to arrange its own laundry
facilities a contract service should be arranged and the
contractor instructed on the precautions to be taken.
Periodic visits must be arranged to the contractors to ensure
that those precautions are being followed;

asbestos waste dumps must be visited regularly to ensure
that dumped waste is edequately covered by top soil.
Normally the top soil covering operation should follow-
immediately the dumping of the waste. Asbestos dust
levels at a waste tip should be monitored in exactly the
same way as dust levels are monitored in factories.

a close working relationship should be established with the
factory inspectorate and ather regulatory authorities.

A (inal point which reflects my own prejudices: 1 believe that every
T&N company should take an initiative to.persuade other companies =
in its industry to adopt the Asbestos International Association’s approved

-

ST —

‘a' label which incorporates an asbestos health warning. ° Experience
in western Europe and Australasia hes shown that the use of this label
has no adverse effect on sales.

@® Progress towards achievement of the items above should be covered
in your annual report which ! asked for under cover of my letter of
- 6th April 1981, -

H.D.S. HARDIE
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