1—Occupational Safety

Political problems

On the pohtical side remains the timeworn
problem of wndustry-government relations
The dufficult task of the senous safety profes-
sional 1s to objechvely advise his management
regarding legislation and what may be con-
sidered government interference in safety mat-
ters and stll, at the same tume, encourage
good men 1n pubhe service to work to improve
safety standards

If safety people sumply fight government
“on prninciple,” they will lose their objectivaty
and professional stature, and this wall probably
only heighten the pressure from other quarters
for suff and mflexible regulation

Organzational problems

On the national scale, a wide vanety of
organizations are attacking specific aspects of
the safety problem The National Safety
Council 1s, of course, the giant in the field—
a strong, constructive, and non-politrcal, non-
commercial giant It has repeatedly sought
and often achieved cooperative diviston of

labor between itself and other organizahons
m the safety field

One of the gmding pninciples of the Council
has been that there was work enough and
credit enough for all

It remains to be seen whether the best or-
gamzational forms have been found for par-
ticipation by all busmesses in safety work
Safety professionals should be ready to con-
sider new 1deas and new forms

. A look to the future

The future 1s, as 1t always has been, most
uncertain Problems large and small, predict-
able and unpredictable can be expected to
crowd upon the safety professional

Some of these problems will call for reap-
plication of established safety techmques
Others will call for radical departures and the
creation of new methods and new organiza-
tional forms

To be able to discriminate between the two
situations will, perhaps, be the safety profes-
sional’s greatest test
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