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£ pemorandun with the adove title wat prepared Lo early
Eovember 1966 reporting the dlscuds.ons held &t BHaskell
laborezory oa October 25,

Certaln of the proposels pade 2t that meeting &re beling
cem~ied out by e Engineering Department, but in general the
pedical recoomendations have not been Ixpledentsed.

A swvey of plant physiclans by letter sugsests that &%
least we &0 pot have gn epidemic of respiratory disesse anong
those w.th &n OLV-.Oul 8xXpos.re to asbestos, bdut 1 regard this
g3 only useful prelimlinary tnformation - not the end of the
{nvestigation, Thers &re four reascns why the propossls made
in the meaorsndum should be implemented.

1, T™he data developed to date is suggestive but oot
’ conclusive, and beth froa the Buzanitarian and
legzl poincs ol view tha data must be eonvinelng
not oaly to ourselves but 1 necessary o & -
court of law, We must be able to demonstrate
that not only 66 we ndt have & beelth problem Gue
to asbestos, but that the research methols used
were Such thet a prodblex would Bave been uacovered
if it existed,

£. The loag "iamcudaticn period” that may exist between
eobegptos exposure &nd the development of cancsr
requires thet we focus our attention on the
exposures ocourring o ezployees in the period
1622-1952. At that period the number of saployees
wts szaller (1930, 37,000 eaployees; 1540, 53,000
exployees; 1950, é0,000 esployses) and the potential
ezpodire Bay have been such less, v
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3, Beczuse of Point 2 adove, it is reasonatle %0
postulate that dus o the increase in the use of
azdestos and the sisze of the population at risk
that 4%t will be in the yeears ahead that the

problem will develop rather than necessarily deing
present &t this ime,

%, If we can deponstrate that at present there 18 BO
undue incidence of carcinoal due to ssdestos, this
will be very gratifying; bub 4t does not mean that
the study should end, It will be {mportant to
continue monitoring the exposed population?d and 2
guitable contrel group to See whelher (becauss of

Point 3) an occupational disesse develops at &
later cate.

1¢ we considersd the points pade &t the meeting in Octobder
1666 velid, then they rezain valid today and we should put thex

1nto operation subject alwzys to modificatlion tn the light of
further ‘nfer=ation.
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