
¿Brisbane <DItnic
W i c k h a m T e r r a c e 

B r i s b a n e, b .17 November 25th 19^6«

Robert A.Kehoe M.D.
CIRGIMATI.

. US.A.

Dear Dr Rehoe, ' ; j . -

' I  w ish to  thank you fo r  th e  batch 
o f  rep r in ts  you were kind enough to  send me on your work  
on Lead P o ison in g . Of course I have read o f  your resea rch es 
on t h is  sub ject in  the l i te r a tu r e  fo r  many y e a r s .

We have had a very in te r e s t in g  problem in 
Lead Poison ing and i t s  sequelae here -  you may be fa m il ia r  
w ith some o f  our f in d in g s which are b r ie f ly  -

I t  When houses were pa in ted  w ith lead 
paint th ere  was an extraord inary in c id en ce  o f  acute 
and chron ic lead  po ison in g  in  ch ild ren . .

There are severa l fac to rs opera ting  in 
br ing ing  t h i s  about such as

a . The clim ate which i s  hot said causes
th e  pa in t to  d e s s ic a te  and brush o f f  as powdered lead 
carbonate -  . .

b . The .type o f  house which used to  be on
h igh  b lock s w ith  verandahs c lo sed  inby a ga te thus 
making a pen in  which ch ild ren  spent much, o f  t h e ir 
d ay ligh t hou rs. . .

2 . We found th a t  any c h ild  who su ffe red  from 
Plumbism s u f f i c ie n t ly  severe t o  produce P a ra ly s is  a l­
most in v a r ia b ly  d ied  o f  A r te r io sc le r o s is  and Chronic 
N ep h r it is  in  ear ly  adu lt l i f e .

Wife-published piany a r t ic le s  on th e  sub ject 
and pressure from th e  B.M,A.caused th e  Government to  

enact s tr in g en t l e g is la t io n  'preventing th e  use o f  lead 
, pain t in  p la ces  a c c e ss ib le  to  ch ild ren .

U nfor tunately  I have been kept so busy 
with a p ra c t ice  which demands a l l  my t im e t h a t  I  have not 
been ab le t o  do fu r th e r  work on t h e  problem  fo r  t h e  p ast 
yearB a f te r  my book was p u b lish ed .
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~c ..-ever, my work has' been confirmed by the- Federal Government .. 
i n v e s t ig a to r s  -  Mirras'- et a l . and by th e  Queeneflarid S ta te  Govern­
ment -  D e rr ic k , . The - la t t e r  has .much ev idence and specimens ; 
c o l le c te d  confirm ing our th e s is 'a n d . hopes some day, to  do some 7  ■

r th er  research- on th e  prob lem ,, ^1U

S u f f ic e  i t  to  say th a t  th ere  i s :no .doubt whatever th a t -  chronic. . 
lead  po ison ing  in  in fan cy  d e f in i t e ly  causes a r te r ios c le r o s is  in  t h i s  : 
c lim a te , , I  say "in t h i s  c l im a te 11 ad v ised ly  fo r  I b e l ie v e ' th a t  - 
th e  heat e f f e c t s  th e  body metabolism  in  such a .way as to  make u s . ’ 
mere su sce p t ib le  t o  i t s .  - e f f e c t s /  . .

! I f  ch ild ren  can be d ir e c te d  ir. t h i s  way i t  appears to  m e.tha t : -. 
i t  i s  probable th a t  some .o f th e  a r te r io s c le r o s is  o f  ad u lts  may a lso 
be due to  chron ic lead  po ison in g  in  su sc e p t ib le  per son s,th e  lead  ' 
being absorbed from th e  in d u s t r ia l  atmosphere. In th i s  resp ect i t 
i s  s ig n i f ic a n t  th a t  I  in v e s t ig a te d  th e  a r te r ie s  o f  over one hundred 
aged A ustra lian  a b o r ig in a ls  i n  t h e i r  p r im itve n a t iv e  s ta te  in  th e 
Cape York P en insu la  and could f in d  no ev idence o f  a r te r io s c le r o s is  - 
a lso  I  understand th a t th e  Negro in  A fr ica  i s  l ik e w ise  f r e e  o f 
a r te r io s c le r o s is  but in  U .S .A .th e  in c id en ce  amongst them i s  s im ila r 
to  th a t  o f  th e  w h ites , ) ;

I f  you have not got a copy o f  my book I s h a l l  be g lad  to  send 
t o  you -  I  have on ly  a few cop ies l e f t  and i t  i s  out o f  p r in t,,;: .i t

work.
With g r e e t in g s  and con g ra tu la t ion s on your e x c e lle nt
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Yours s in c e r e ly .
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