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E. 4. Spardy salter 2, Jiucluir
Asbestos :'ealth Hazard ay 7, 1909

Dear Ernie:

Supplensnting the information given in my Jan 6 memo.,

the Navy has continued its investigation and taken further action

on the possibility of the subject health hazard. Jirectives hLave

been issued to Kavy Yards and other MNavy activities to cowply with
CNii Safety Precsution For Shore Activities lAVSOeP=24,55, April 1605
(copy of sbstract Mineral Dusts attached), in the handling,
prefabrication, installation and rip-out of asbestos thermal insula-
tion materials., also, a study, recently started, will include
conduction of & survey of Navy and a few selected private shipyardse

as to asbestos insulation, cement, felt and pipe cove:ing they ace
using and the reason for their use; also what new or otner iusulation
could Le used in lieu of astestos materials sud the cost of such
insulation. Tue industry is to be invited to cooperate in the study
by furuishing NAVSsC inforr.ation on the sufety precautions exercised

in tlie manufacture of their asbestos insulation products. Alsu, what
Lvher type materials they have to offer for tie services, where ashestos
insuiations are being used and cost of the naterials. Visits of .iavl.l
ana Jdavy Dureau of iiedicine personnel to llavy, and private shipyards
and to the industry will be made in connection with the study.

Although the conduction cf the study was decided by iiaViol
during the early part of Jan. 1969, the official directive letter of
assignuent and responsibility for the study by WAVSEC, Philauelphia
Division at Philadelphia llaval Shipyard was not forwarded to trat
activity until April 9, 1969. lurirg the interim, I frequently checked
vith the pe ‘sonnel of wA¥SzC, Code 6101, Was.ington, D. C., wlio precpured
the draft of the letter, but they were not cognizant of tho rezson for
the delay. It appeared that thc propused study nay be dying a siow
death, but which did not occur. 1 endeavored to obtain a copy of the
directive letter forwarded to NaAVSLC Philadelphia, but was unsuccessful
and was infcrmed that copies of & similar letter with albout the sane
context, are being forwarded {ror. HaVSLC Philadelphiia, to the industry.

Sincerely,

Walter P, Sinclair ] ﬂ,: ',/// ‘
wPS/is B
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PITTSBURGH CORNING CORPORATION

Daptartnent of The ..avy Safety Precautions for Shore activities.
wAVSO P=2455
April 1965,

2058=i4ineral Dusts.

Certain mineral dusts are pneuwrnoconiosis {(a pathological lung
condition produced by mineral or metallic dust inhulation). The
o8t prevalant and insidious forus are silicosis and ashtestosis,
ca?eedbby prolonged inhalation of dusts (or cists) containing silica
and asbesgios.

razard iraterials - Dusts,

1, $i]licosis - Silicosis has long been recognized as an occupate-
ional disease in such industries as mining and quarrying. The dazzge
done is .ermanent and progressive with continuous exposure. 1n its
: ore advanced stage, it is evident by shortness of breath, decreased
chest expansion, lesscned canacity for work and increaced susccpti-
bility to 4uberculosis and other lung diseases,

Therefore, any operations wi.ich create aporeciable quuntities
of silica (Quartz, principally) such as in sand blasting, shoulu e
well ventilated and if neces:ary; personnel should wear ap-ropriate
respiratory protection.

2. Aghtestosis - The effects of ustestosis are similar to anc
Just as disabling as those of silicosis. There is evidence, nowever,
that the handling of asbestos products in the liavy are not so well
controlled, if the prevalence of cases of asbestosis is an indication.
Lxposure to asbestos dust is usually encounteresd in the installation,
repair und resoval of insulating pipe covering used principally atozrd
siiip. The foliowing precsutions should be taken in any dust snaking
orerations involving asbestos products:
(a) Provide permanent general vertilation in areas wnere dust
roducing operations are usually perforned,
Eb) stall exhaust hoods over saws and other dust taking tools
¢) Require workers to wear dust respirators where dusty
operations cannot be adequately ventilated,
(d) Use industrial vacuun cleaners in lieu of dry sweeping of
floors and other surfaces,



