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Armstrong Contracting & Supply Prefers Asbestos Cloth. Cheaper 1968

Armstrong Contracting and Supply (AC&S) persists in using asbestos cloth
because it can be torn up by hand, saving on labor cosls in conirast to glass
insulating cloth. Based on interview with AC&S man in Baltimore, where

ACA&S did a "tremendous amount” of work at Bethlehem Steel Sparrows
Point shipyard.
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Reference our convaersation regarding the fact that Turner Drothe

rs
had heoerd the ruuser that plass clotvh was roing to be sprcificd by
Unit:d States Mavy to gha exclusion of asbastes cloth, I went to
vashinrton on this watter January 3Cth and Jist.

& fow davs befove I 1left I called LT, william Winblad, the Vice
Prosicent of Johins-2ianville whio bas vaen covering Vashingoen for
Johna=ranville for the lzst thirty years. I mantionsd tha problan
to him and ha hoo on of his speciclists, a8 Mp. lI, Vincent Reynslds,
also go over his Vashington contacts to dateraine il there wios oay
marit in this ounor. Lefore I left for vasl.ington, Mr. Reynoldds
told mz that he could find nou evidence of glass cloth being spavie

f£iad rather than asbasbos cloth.

¢m Tunsday we hod Tunch with Mr. Carl Gnan of the Miscellanzous
liotale & Ninerals Division of the Denarsrcal of Comusrcz. T, Gnas
is ressonsible Tor the stochuiling of asbostos £ibar for Th Govern=-
et and iz faniliar with ewvarvono in the Yiavy Lepartwcns wlio han
anvthing se do with ashmstos insulaticn. M, Cnam assurcd s

as far as he was coneernad, this runor vas not valid as glass cle
could aluavs be usad fo pipe lagring if it contained less than 205
treatnent and he had no heard of eny change of attituds <
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My, Shirev and I then contacted the follcuing parsonnal in che havy

Deparenzns and, for a matter of record, I an poing to list cheir
roon numhaTs and telephon: nuabers!

Me. William Shatterly, Coute 0634C4, Room 3214
ve, M, P, Wallizr, Rocom: £714, FThomne 640190
Mr. AL Munkrcis, dAQ0n 3750, Phone 61010

Mp. llunkrcis ic im the ineulation saction end is very fandlic with
our spocificoticns. s told m= that he ko of no suitch in spacie-
fications from asbestos to glass closh and ha would bz in 2 pesition
to lnew 5.f this had toksn placa, indicated that asbestcs cloth

por s3 AS pipe 1ampine was poinf to be hansiled by Mr. J. Purnliisi 1o
hs office of iir. Leon Dipnbaum, but that Mr. Puriisi was presently
in & castirz uvhizk would £i: him up for the aiternoou ard ho weu @ LY
loavine the next day on @ csolonmant,  NT. Hunlirois =23d thit pozsab
it uould not 4o any gocd to coentach Mr. Purlici as he had only bLzen
o thia job throe days and knaw nothing about asbestos cioth, This
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secms to have been standard crerating procedure for the Kavy for
the last thirty years that I have contzcted them as it seecis to ba
"taboo™ to have anybody haundle a product which he kneus anyi{hinng
at all about,

.

I alse tricd to contact the hsad of the cable section of the Navy
Departoient and found that the two gentlcizen responsible for this
section wore on a trip., For the npatter of record thouzh, Mr, T,
Acosta is the head of the celle scetion and his assistant is lir,
D, Weinar. They are located in Roon 4716, telephons nuzber 61737,

I do baliewve that I got the rezl ‘ansuap to our problem when I callad
on rr., F, D. Rupprecht of Arzstrong Contracting & Supply in Dalri-
more. This ccapany does a tremandous amount of shipyard work and
Favy work in insulating vessals at Bethlehen Steel, Sparrows Point,

. Maryland, I aslhed e, Rupprecht about glass versus asbestos arnc hz
said that tliz contractor at all times has been able to use rlass
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cloth as lagrming, Lut that his coiprny would never use anythin~ but
asLestes, The recson for this is that the reopls who are deing the
insulation weork are at an extranz2ly high hourly rzte and they can
t2ar asbestes cloth by hend v&ry readily bzafore they wrop it zround
the stuoon linz, Class cloth vill not tear properly at zll and would
have ©o b: cub and, with the hiclh wags rates, Mr, Rupprecht szid
this vould not ta econoxically feasilila,

I vould assuria that with the: information we ~ot
want, and also from tlir, Rupprecht, that pos
correct,

JCIN A, EROWVH, JN.
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