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host of unio
on Congress to adopt a stfo
eral“law to® provide:workers: _
“the’right to know’if: they-are’ at risk
‘of contracting Job-related diseases.
- Dr.: Irving; Selikoff; ‘professor: of -
Medtcme at.the. Mt. Sinai School of -
- Medicine: in. New: York ‘and ;a’'s "
porter ‘of the’ Brotherhood_
efforts,  was among: the.. wrtnesses
* who urged ‘speedy passagé of the -
- High Risk. Occupational . _Dlsease
- Notification . and™ Preventton *Act:
" The measure would i reqmre the gov--
ernment to tell workers, when they.
have been' idéntified as’ being at .
" high risk of gettmg an occupatlonal
disease: -~ ;.
At present workers 1dent1ﬁed m
. scientific studies. such as_those un-
dertaken by Dr. Sehkoﬁ' m cooper— B

.patwnal 1llnesses, 7
of: the nottﬁcatton teglslatt n

for those at greatest risk.”’ cL
. In pointing up. ! the ethtcal ques— ‘

. of notification: from potenttal occu-

-pattonal disease victims; ; - Selikoff
stressed . that. “whether -we¢.- inform .
people of nsks can ultlmately beA

Trades Wm Safefy Net Rulmg

The AFL-CIO Bu:lding & Construction Trades Department scored -

a victory for workers in the_steel erection industry when a tederal
"appeals court in Boston ruled on the use of safety nets, - = :

The 1st U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals upheld a cntatron by the
Occupational  Safety & Health Admmlstration -against the  Daniel
Marr & Son Co. for failing to “protect its’ employees who' work as-
“connectors” fastenlng together the steel beams dunng the erec-
tion of a building. - e

Thé BCTD. and the lronworkers had mtervened in the case: ln] :
support of OSHA; which had inspected’ the erection of the.steel:-

‘frame of a turbine’ generator building at the Seabrook N H., nuclear-
power plant at the re 'est of lronworkers Local 474. " o ,

‘ The OSHA mspector in May 1982 observed four connectors work-v

- ing without: nets 115: feet above the ground and 40 feet above the
nearest msude flo :

y for not havmg safety nets msnde and outsrde

upheld by an administrative_ law judge. The firm appealed the ex-

terior net citation to the Occupational Safety & Health Review Com-_,'
mission which’ overturned the law judge’s rullng by a 2 to 1 vote. -

In reversing the OSHRC decision, the three-judge appeliate court
panel said the Labor Secretary s interpretation of the department’s
.. safety regulattons should be; glven deference If it is logrcal and'

: ,"reasonabte.

- Soon after,

a appeal

OSHRC requirement that workers actually be exposed to the danger -

. .. of a head injury before an employer. can be held to have.violated.- ing;, examinations; and. related ser-

. the requirements for hard hats. The court held “‘proof of access”‘ by ;
S a) worker to azone, of danger |s sufﬂcaent for OSHA to act Lt

-8 .THE Jottntissamaa-tges R

. ,medtcal surveillance programs.

' -','.of. urveillance, of bigh risk groups
- W 'uld be the advantage of “forcmg”
tions surrounding’ the Wwithholding * :and,treatment.
"".._bers .remember Dr: Sehkoﬂf as the >

physician who. exammed delegates

to the 23d Conventton in 1974, and
- who' has made valuable contribu-

~“tions to IBPAT’s safety and health
_ program_since. theém, - Dr. , Selikoff

-25th. General. Convention. He- has
. the_gap between medicine and oc-

. work was presented with the AFL-

“president of  the. Oil;” Chemical &
“Atomic Workers; and Mtchael Mec-
Closkey, chatrman of the . Sierra -,
',Club . B
the structure. Marr, Go, contested both citations, which were later

';that passage_of the high' risk notifi-
‘cation bill is ¥a_long overdue com-’

1Secretary of Health & Human Ser-
vices to establish ‘certified. occupa-

‘court ‘m Phlladelphla also overturned an '{ tional and © envxronmental _health

rently known in properly conducted

elikoff added that a side benefit

1 managem nt

was an honored guest at last years:*

been widely credited, with bridging -
cupat10na1 hazards, ‘and for this.

CIO’s Murray-Green ;. Award a-
bors hlghest in 19']9 L
Dr. ‘Selikoff ‘was jomed by Rub-

ber Workers Presxdent ‘Milan. Stone

and by Howard D, Samuel presi-
dent of the- AFL-CIO Industnal
Umon Dept.; Joseph M Mlsbrener,

thnesses told the suhcommlttees .

mitment to s1mp1e falmess and"-
justice.”

. The House bxll would requtre the

centers to provide rhedtcal momtor- ;

vices to Workers ‘who. are nottﬁed
that they may be at: high or in-



