Statz of Nrew Jersey

DEPARTMENT 2F HEALTH
SOMM FITCH PLATA
oannE €. FINLEY, M.D., M.PH. P.O. BOX 1530, TRENTON, N.J. CBE2%
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COMMISSIONER

September 3, 1881

Mr. Jamnes C. Shriver

Monsanto

750 Yorcester Strzet . '

Springfield, 1A, 01151 : :

Dear Mr. Shriver: -

1 have enclosed a copy cf two mortality studies on Monsanto Emplc“eos
~at the Indien Orchard plant. These studies have just bazn completed uncer
. my supervision by gracuate stucents in epidemiology &t the University of
Massachusetts in Amherst.

These studies indicate increased mertality from cancer amcnag employ-
ees who previously worked polyr2rizing or Tebricating vinyl cnlorice.
Since none of the rrevicus studizs dorne on employees at your Tacility
have investigatsd d?SE se by work zrea, the enclosed resul ts ars unigue
in that they enzble you to examine mortality in two specific areas of
your pltant. This yee of work needs to ks done for 31l departments in
order to determine if any areas of the plent are high risk areas.

By looking at the mortzlity experisnce throughout the whole plant as
has been done by ths stucy vou commissioned frem the University of Pitts-
burgh, the results in hich risw arses such as vinyl chlorids are diluted
by areas without risk, and the overall results do not give a trus picture
of the risk of discase to your workers, I7 one were interested in making
engineering improvemants decrsase exgosures one would need to know in
which areas this was nsc ry. Only & morzality study by work area would
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supply the type of infc ti nzeded to pinpoint work areas.
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1 am no longar with th2 Universily of Massachusatis, but have taken
a new position in Mew Jersey. If you have.any questicns about the enclosed
report you can reach me at (E03) 8S3-12o3.
Sincerely,

/

Kenneth D. Rasenman,'M.D.
Director of Oc;upatxuna] and
Environtental Realth Services
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