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White House Aides

Endangered By Asbestos, Too

WHINGTOW When

Charies Poole startad chugging
up those five flights of stairs
i the New Execu-
tive Office Building — where

White House aides work —
:‘znm it would make him
beaithier.

Buat soen he began to worry
about the strange-lookiag, thick,

mnnumathunuikrmon
ceilings. A
ebtu:hmcidmby rofes-

oa, Poole suipected im-
maediately that it was asbestos, &
hazardous substance kmowa o
cause lung cancer and other
ter!m respiratory diseases.

And he was airsid that the
stairways of the prestigious gov-
ernment bdullding — which
houses, among other agencies,
the Counzll on Esvircamental
Quality — were nddled with it.

Poole turned out to be right.

A lormer employee of the
councl] who sow works for the
Enviroamental Protection Agen-
¢y (EPAJ, he recently went dack
to the building and took asample.
A lab amalyus confirmed his
worst fears: Not oaly was the
substance ssbestos, but its con-

i

eurrent e
Twhﬂuny.mhnmb-u
violated, because the
was constructad in 1965, sev
yeart before EPA passed rules
that severaly curt asbertos
use asinsulatioe, and as 2 firesnd
aoise retardant.

Butthereis s certainirony that

the building’'semployees —ma

of whom :ho" p:%l‘xu.d wi
moaitoring ¢ savirog-
ment - are facing potential

danger ia their own.
“I sure wouldn't go up and
dowrn those stairs again,” Poole
said. "1 would advise all those
le there to stay away."
suggests thare s
'] ru.l ba hen * Nathaa
Karch, the eavircamental coun-
cil's acting senior staff member
for toxic substances and environ-
meatal health. It makes all the
licy implicaons of using ss-
tos all the more real whenit's
close to home. ['d like to urge the
EPA and the Occupational
Health snd Safety Admunistra-
uea (OSHA} to start taking &
closer look at oﬁxce buildings —
this one.”

danger{romasbestos com-

¢ from inhaling the tiny fibers,
mumuww
the danger decreasss. In :]2

%-mm
the ce
Bucige, he Commcl s Mo
meemm,mm
also work — the asbestos is aot
boaded or sealed in any way.

But officials st EPAand
who share some of the —_—

in ating asbestos,
hnvr:%r priocities than

lcknov e the li
protlem exists,

-‘m problem is much Nmr
than that particular building —
would say the problem is nm

n." said Steven D. Jel-
linek, EPA's asqstant adminis-
trator for toxie substances. “We

<ER

s§e§

mow that many sehool buildings
and public buildings
berween 193 and 1973 were
mprayed withit.”

EPA u now asetol
voluntary to help
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