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L o P FOR RELEASE AT 11.30 am., FRIDAY, MAY 19th, 1967.

ASBESTOS INDUSTRY ANNOUNCES NEW

MEAGURES TO PROTECT HEALTH

The British Asbestos Industry, in a statement issued
today, announced the following new measures to ensure the
G B greatest possible protection of those working with or
handling asbestos against any possible risks to health{

1) Dust-pronf paickaning

ALl asbestes fibre is now shipped tn the U.K,
in dust-proof bags, In addition, all blue asbestos
is beinqg shipped on pallets which can be handled
mechanically. These arrangements will make asbestos
en£ircly safe to handle in transit.

B : et T o ) Bluc_asbhestos

; . . . The industry is urgently examining afresh the use

) . of bluc asbestos for procoesses and products where

o ' ' there is the siightest risk of the emission of
reaplvabbe dust, with the intention of limiting its

e e EREE R | use and rendering the processes and products themselves
safe beyond any doubt,
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3) HMedical Research
a sum of €100,000 has been alloncated to the
Asbustosis Rescarch Couneil for an expanded programmae

of research intn means of prevention of risks to
health over the next five years. This is in addition
to the £500,000 zlready being spent cach year

by the three largest enmpanies in the industry alone
on raescarch intn these questions, on medical services
and on cquipment for the protection of their own
employees.,

1) Codes of Fracticco

C~des »f Practice similar to that already
introduced for the insulation industry have been
prepared nd mnblished for the building industry and
are beinqg preparcd for the ship building and other
industries which use asbestos, By extendinn thé
standards of safcty already existing in the ashestos
industry itself the adoption of these Codes of Practice
will ensure that those who work with asbestos in
other industriecs are properly protected.

5) Asbestos 1nformation Committee

Further steps will ba taken if their desirability
is revenled by research, In the meantimec the industry
is sctting up an Asbestos Information Committee to
ensure that the facts are readily available to the
public,

Tho statement alsn prints sut thats

There is no known risk to the general public from asbestos
materials in ordinary usea,
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Asbestos is o cssential mineral in omany modern processcs

and prexlucls, for whirh no substitute has been found.

Asbestoas makes an indispensable contribution to safety,
far cxample in vehicle bhrake linings and in fireproof
partitionsg,

The risks to health assnciated with asbestos have becn
understond for many yoears, and asbestnsis among factory

workers has been successfully controlled.

Mesathelioma, which may sometimes be associated with blue
asbestns, is a very rare disease.

Imports of blue reprosent only 2%% of the total asbestos
imports into the U.K,

Making this annmruncement in Landon today, Mr. John Waddell,
{Chairman ¢€ Turncr Brothers Nsbestos Company Limited) who is
Chairman af the nowly formed Asbostos Information Committec
said: “I am spueaking £yr all my celleagues in the industry when
I say that wn fully appreciate the concern which has recently
arisun over rieks to health from asbestos. There are many
essential matuzinls and processes in modern industry which
involve some diegraoo of risk, and this I helicve cveryone accepts.
The importint thing is that the risks should be understood,
coantrolled, nd roduced to~ the absolute minimum. In the
ashestns industry we have been actively conscious for many years
of our responsibilitivs in this matter, and our latest measures
are an important step forward in the protection of all who work
with asbestos, In the modern world we cannot live witbout
asbestos; we are learning to live safely with it",

ceedeoss:




This statement jis issued jointly by the following
! British firms:

o1 Turner & Newall Limited

Crpe Ashestos Company Limited
B.B.A. Group Limited
Central Asbestos Company Limited

For further infoarmation plcasa contact:

. The Aslwestor Information Committece,
10 Wardour Streat,
London, W.1,

Tcl:  REGent 7617

; {Zvening and weekend Tel: SLOane 24135)




